
Recommended Evaluation Data Excerpt from NVIC 04-08  
Purpose: This document is an excerpt from the Medical and Physical Evaluations 
Guidelines for Merchant Mariner Credentials, contained in enclosure 3 of NVIC 04-08. It 
addresses evaluation data for specific conditions that may be requested upon evaluation 
of the physical examination report (CG-719K).  
 
 

No.  MEDICAL CONDITION  RECOMMENDED EVALUATION DATA  
EARS  
5  Acute or chronic disease that may disturb 

equilibrium  
Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear) and neurology evaluations are required. Surgical and 
pathology reports are also required if applicable.  

6  Mastoid Fistula  Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear) and otolaryngology evaluations are required. Surgical 
and pathology reports are also required if applicable.  

7  Mastoiditis, acute or chronic  Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear) and otolaryngology evaluations are required. Surgical 
and pathology reports are also required if applicable.  

8  History of Acoustic Neuroma  A request for waiver may be submitted 6 months after successful 
removal of the tumor provided the sequelae are within acceptable 
limits. Specifically, the tumor should have been 2.5 cm diameter or 
less; unilateral, postoperative vertigo should have completely 
resolved; and any damage to cranial nerves should allow full eye 
movement without strabismus or tracing deficit and acceptable mask 
sealing. Psychomotor performance should be within normal limits. 
Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear), neurology and neurosurgery evaluations are required. 
Surgical and pathology reports are also required.  

9  Otitis Externa or Otitis Media that may 
progress to impaired hearing or become 
incapacitating  

Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear) and otolaryngology evaluations are required. Surgical 
and pathology reports are also required if applicable.  

10  History of episodic disorders  
of dizziness or disequilibrium within the 
last 10 years  

Document hearing loss, labyrinthine dysfunction, and facial nerve 
weakness or paralysis. Audiology (to include speech discrimination 
in each ear) and neurology evaluations are required. Surgical and 
pathology reports are also required if applicable.  
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