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Approval Period for Designated Examiners to Increase

The National Maritime Center approves “Designated Examiners” for the assessment of competence of
candidates for towing vessel licenses. Since 2001, the National Maritime Center has approved almost
2,500 mariners to act as Designated Examiners. To date, Designated Examiners were approved for a
period of two years.

New Procedure

To help reduce the burden on the towing industry and the Coast Guard, the National Maritime Center will
begin approving Designated Examiners for a period of five years instead of the current two. This change
will apply to all original approvals and renewals of previously granted approvals that occur on and after
November 1, 2007. This will not change the expiration date of existing approvals. The process for
obtaining or renewing an approval as a Designated Examiner is as follows:

e Original Approvals
Mariners seeking approval to serve as a Designated Examiner should send a written request to the
National Maritime Center. This request should include a description of the mariner’s experience
operating towing vessels that includes the dates, towing vessels involved and their tonnage and
horsepower, the capacity in which they served, the types of tows and areas transited. The request should
also include a description of the mariner’s experience and training in conducting assessments and
providing training.

¢ Renewals of Existing Approvals.
Mariners wishing to renew their approval as a Designated Examiner need only send a short letter to the
National Maritime Center that requests renewal and briefly describes their experience operating towing
vessels since their last approval.

For Additional Information
If you have specific questions regarding this new procedure, please contact Mr. James Cavo in the NMC’s
Mariner Training and Assessment Division at James.D.Cavo(@usce.mil or (304) 724-9546.

Best Regards,

IS

David C. Stalfort
Captain, U. S. Coast Guard
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Please email comments, complaints and suggestions to iasknme@uscg. mil



