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Press Release

COAST Guard Adds Aerial Interception to its Security Missions

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Coast Guard is using helicopters to conduct aerial interception, known as Rotary Wing Air Intercept, during National Special Security Events and will be patrolling New York City skies during the Republican National Convention.

Coast Guard helicopters provide a unique ability to intercept, query, and escort low-altitude, slow-speed aircraft that operate below the speed and altitude of jet planes operated by the North American Aerospace Defense Command, which provides air defenses for the skies over North America.

“The events of 9/11 have forced fundamental changes in the way we conduct security in our nation,” said Admiral Thomas H. Collins, commandant of the Coast Guard.  “The Coast Guard has been quickly adapting to meet these new challenges and will continue to strive for innovative ways to enhance our ability to protect this country.”

Using Coast Guard helicopters for air intercept missions adds to the layered defense of this country’s ports and waterways.  The Coast Guard first used this capability at the G8 Summit in Savannah, Ga., and subsequently deployed its air intercept-trained units to provide security for the funeral of President Ronald Reagan and to Boston for the Democratic National Convention.

The Coast Guard reminds all aviators to be aware of temporary and permanent flight restrictions during flight planning.  For a list of these restrictions, visit www.faa.gov    If intercepted, the Coast Guard recommends aviators tune VHF frequency 121.5 MHz to communicate with the helicopter, and follow instructions given by them to immediately exit restricted airspace.
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