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Press Release
coast guard invites merchant mariners to attend advisory committee meeting to discuss training and fitness concerns

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Coast Guard encourages merchant mariners to attend a meeting from September 20 to 21, 2004 of the Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory Committee (MERPAC) to discuss a range of issues, including STCW requirements, training and assessment programs for licensed and unlicensed mariners, and utilizing military sea service for STCW certifications.

“We are very interested in the participation of the maritime industry to help us shape beneficial and practical requirements for their training,” said Captain David L. Scott, the Coast Guard’s executive director of MERPAC.  “Historically, these meetings have not been well-attended, so we are taking extra efforts to encourage your attendance.  If you are interested but cannot attend in person, we encourage you to send written comments for our consideration.”

Issues up for discussion include, but are not limited to:

· Utilizing military sea service for STCW certifications

· Training programs for officers-in-charge of an engineering watch coming up through the hawsepipe

· Methods to determine the date when a mariner established competency in Basic Safety Training

· Training and assessment for able-bodied seamen on seagoing vessels
· Review of the draft Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular concerning the medical standards applicable to merchant mariners.

The meeting will be held in the Atherton Halau of the Bishop Museum, 1525 Bernice Street, Honolulu, HI 96817, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both days.  Contact Mr. Mark Gould at (202) 267-6890 for more information on the meeting.  Send your written comments to Commandant
 (G-MSO-1), U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 Second St., SW, Washington, DC  20593-0001,  to the attention of Mr. Gerald Miante.  More information is available on the MERPAC website at http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/advisory/merpac/merpac.htm. 
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