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Press Release
COAST GUARD PILOT TO BE HONORED BY

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NAVAL AVIATION

WASHINGTON – A pioneer in the use of helicopters for search and rescue and anti-submarine warfare will be enshrined into the Hall of Honor at the National Museum of Naval Aviation on May 6 in Pensacola, Fla.

Retired Coast Guard Cmdr. Stewart Ross Graham, a resident of Naples, Maine, is one of four selectees for enshrinement in 2004, and will be joining a distinguished group of American aviators who have made exceptional contributions to the naval aviation community.  

Cmdr. Graham is recognized for: 

· Being the second Coast Guard helicopter pilot in the history of the naval service

· Pioneering helicopter use for search and rescue as well as anti-submarine warfare

· Completing the first unescorted, cross-country helicopter flight

· Completing the first medical evacuation at night by helicopter, without night-flight instrumentation

· Completing the first night rescue hoist

Cmdr. Graham enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1937, and during his career as received the Distinguished Flying Cross and two Air Medals.

The enshrinement ceremony is part of the Museum Foundation’s 18th annual Naval Aviation Symposium which runs from May 5 to 7.  Since its inception in 1979, the Hall of Honor has enshrined 75 aviators representing every element of naval aviation including three other Coast Guard pilots, Cmdr. Elmer Stone, Capt. Donald Bantram MacDiarmid and Capt. Frank A. Erickson.

The Coast Guard flies about 200 aircraft from 27 air stations throughout the United States performing search and rescue, homeland security patrols and drug interdiction.
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