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U.S. Coast Guard to hold public meetings around the country

Environmental impact of ballast water discharge standards will be discussed

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Coast Guard will hold five public meetings around the country in October and November to discuss the potential environmental impact of a ballast water discharge standard that the service is developing.


These public scoping meetings will include discussion of issues to be addressed in a programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS), which the Coast Guard is preparing as part the ballast water discharge standard initiative.

The Coast Guard is developing a ballast water discharge standard to establish required procedures that protect the environment from the introduction and spread of nonindigenous species into U.S. waters via ballast water.

Nonindigenous aquatic plant and animal species (NIS) are increasingly viewed as a global environmental problem with large and long-lasting ecological and economic impacts.  Introduced into habitats where they are not native, NIS can degrade ecosystems, resulting in billions of dollars of direct and indirect costs annually, as well as adverse effects on human health and lifestyles.  Ballast water has long been known to be a major pathway of NIS from one area to another.  Ballast water is water carried by vessels to ensure stability, list, trim, and structural integrity, and is essential to the safe and efficient operation of vessels.

In a Federal Register Notice of Intent (68 FR 55559) published on Sept. 26, the U.S. Coast Guard, under the authority of the National Invasive Species Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act, discusses the need and purpose to develop a ballast water discharge standard as well as a range of alternatives the U.S. Coast Guard will explore in developing a ballast water discharge standard.  The notice also describes the range of environmental issues the PEIS will address. 

During the development of the PEIS, the U.S. Coast Guard seeks consultation with all interested and affected stakeholders to discuss issues to be addressed in the PEIS.  Therefore, we will be holding five regional public scoping meetings in order to expand the opportunity for public input.

--more--

A Notice of Public Scoping Meetings was published in the Federal Register on Oct. 3.  The dates, and locations for these public scoping meetings are as follows:

· New Orleans, Oct. 27, 2003, from 12 to 4 pm and 5 to 7 pm, New Orleans Marriott, 555 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130, 1-504-581-1000;

· Oakland, Calif., Oct. 29, 2003, from 12 to 4 pm and 5 to 7 pm, Oakland, CA – Elihu Harris Building, 1515 Clay Street, Oakland, CA 94612, 1-510-622-2398;

· Cleveland, Oct. 31, 2003, from 12 to 4 pm and 5 to 7 pm, Holiday Inn Select, 1111 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44114, 1-216-241-5100;

·  Norfolk, Va., Nov. 3, 2003, from, 12 to 4 pm and 5 to 7 pm Marriott Norfolk Waterside, 235 E. Main Street, Norfolk, VA 23510, 1-757-627-4200; and

· Washington, Nov. 7, 2003, from 11 am to 3 pm and 4 to 6 pm, EPA East Building, Room 1153, 1201 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC, 20590, 1-202-566-1200.

The Environmental Protection Agency, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will be cooperating agencies in the development of the PEIS.

The public is encouraged to participate in the public scoping process by submitting comments and related material.  The U.S. Coast Guard will accept comments until Dec. 26, 2003.  The Notice of Intent, and the Notice of Public Meetings can be found at: http://dms.dot.gov.  In this web site, proceed to simple search, and under docket number, enter 10486.  For further information on the PEIS and public meetings, please contact Mr. Bivan R. Patnaik at (202) 267-1744, bpatnaik@comdt.uscg.mil.
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Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.

