Notice of Environmental Hazards

The purpose of this document is to provide residents with notice of environmental remediation efforts located at Coast Guard Housing Alameda.  Coast Guard Housing sits on land that was formerly part of the Naval Air Station, Alameda.  As part of the base closure process, the Navy discovered environmental contaminants indigenous to Alameda Island.  In 1999, parts of the Housing were placed on the National Priorities List, which is governed by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA – a federal law).  This means that the Navy must clean up the contamination at the site, and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates the cleanup. 

Two environmental contaminants have been found at Coast Guard Housing. Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) are located in the soil and groundwater of North Housing and Estuary Park.  PAHs are suspected of causing health problems including cancer.  The Navy, in cooperation with the EPA, has removed two feet of soil from a substantial portion of North Housing, installed a contamination barrier and replaced the old soil with clean dirt.  This procedure successfully remediates the PAH concern.  This is a phased project.  The PAH areas that were considered a high threat have already been remeditated.  Some PAH areas that pose a very low threat if exposed over many years (i.e. 30 years) will be premeditated no later than 2004.  Digging and gardening restrictions in North Village remain on the site for residents’ protection.

Benzene, a solvent that is known to cause cancer, has been found in groundwater below parts of North and Marina housing.  However, groundwater at the site is not used for any purpose.  The tap water to the homes comes from the protected watershed of the Mokelumne River.  There has been some concern that the benzene could volatilize into indoor air.  However, past and ongoing Navy and Coast Guard testing reveal that benzene is not present in the air above background outdoor air levels.  

The Navy and Coast Guard have deemed Coast Guard Housing safe for residents.  If you would like more information, please consider the following sources:

1) Restoration Advisory Board - Navy and regulators meet with residents and other concerned citizens on the first Tuesday of every month to discuss cleanup issues throughout the former Air Station.  Minutes of the meetings may be found at:


http://www.efdsw.navfac.navy.mil/Environmental/AlamedaPoint.htm
and
http://www.efdsw.navfac.navy.mil/Environmental/AlamedaAnnex.htm
All residents are also invited to personally attend the RAB meetings.  The Alameda RAB meets at 6:30pm at the Alameda Point Main Office, 950 West Mall Square, Room 140, Alameda, CA.  

2) Document Repository – Documents, associated with the restoration of the Naval Air Station, including the BRAC Cleanup Team (BCT) minutes that contain agreements between U.S. EPA, Cal EPA, and the Navy, are located at:

Alameda Main Public Library


(Historic Alameda High School)


2200-A Central Avenue


 Alameda, CA 94501


(510) 748-4661

Any Questions about the above information should be directed to the Alameda Local Housing Officer, Mr. Kevin McDonald at (510) 769-0831, Ext 101.

