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INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 8370.2E

Subj:
POSSESSION OF WEAPONS

Ref: 
(a) Ordnance Manual, COMDTINST M8000.2C


(b) Property Management Manual, COMDTINST M4500.5 (Series)

1. PURPOSE.  To promulgate policies and establish procedures for possession, carrying, transportation and stowage of weapons onboard Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth.

2. ACTION.  ISC Division Officers and Commanding Officers of tenant commands shall ensure that their personnel are aware of, and comply with, the contents of this instruction.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  INTSUPRTCOM PORTSVA INST 8370.2D is cancelled. 

4. DISCUSSION.  Weapons safety is a prime consideration.  The chances of having an undesirable weapons incident are minimized when there is a clear-cut weapons policy in effect.  The use or possession of privately owned weapons within the boundaries of the ISC is prohibited except as authorized by the ISC Commanding Officer or the Security Officer in accordance with reference (a).

a. All personnel must check their privately owned weapons in at the Security Office prior to entering the ISC.  The only authorized exceptions are the commonly accepted folding blade pocketknife with a blade length no longer than four (4) inches. 

b. Under no circumstances are weapons or ammunition authorized in the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH).  Personnel who reside in the UPH who do not have another place locally to store their privately owned weapons and or ammunition may request to store them in the Atlantic Area Armory Portsmouth.

c. The ISC Security Officer will make the final determination as to whether an item is considered a weapon or ammunition.  Defensive Pepper Spray or other forms of chemical irritants are not considered to be a weapon under local law; however, any person using a chemical irritant on another person can be prosecuted locally for assault.  Pepper spray or any chemical irritants are not authorized onboard ISC Portsmouth.

d. Any individual found to have unauthorized privately owned weapons in their possession is subject to prosecution under civil law, Federal law and/or the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).  All unauthorized privately owned weapons or ammunition found onboard the ISC will be confiscated.  Personnel must come to the Security Office to claim their property.

e. Privately owned weapons that are not in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws regarding ownership, registration, possession and transportation may be confiscated and turned over to the appropriate federal, state or local authorities for disposition.  

5. DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this instruction, the following terms are defined.

a. Privately Owned Weapons.  Include, but shall not be limited to firearms, any type of ammunition, pyrotechnics, electric stun devices (stun guns), ammunition defensive pepper spray, swords other than military ceremonial, spears, lances, bows and arrows, knives designed for concealment or that open automatically, knives that have a blade longer than 4 inches, martial arts weapons or any other item designed to be used to cause bodily injury or property damage.

b. Possession . When any privately owned weapon is located on one’s person, in a privately owned vehicle or contained within other personal property to which the individual has immediate access.

6. PROCEDURES.   Persons arriving to the ISC with a privately owned weapon in their possession will be directed to check the weapon in at the Security Office prior to entering the ISC. 

a. Turning in Privately Owned Weapons at the Security Office.

(1) Individuals turning in privately owned firearms and/or ammunition must have the weapon unloaded with the action open and the weapon in plain view or inside of a storage case.  All privately owned weapons and ammunition will be handled in a safe manner while being turned in.

(2) The Security Watch Commander and the owner of the weapon being turned in will complete the appropriate sections of the Privately Owned Weapons Custody Receipt form contained in enclosure (1) of this instruction. 

(3) The Security Watch Commander will give the owner of the weapon a copy of enclosure (1) to serve as their receipt.

(4) The original copy of enclosure (1) will remain with the weapon until it’s picked up from the Security Office.

(5) The weapon will be Temporarily stored in the weapon vault at the Security Office for no longer then 5 working days.

(6) Weapons taken into custody or turned into ISC Security are intended for temporary storage only and for the safety and security of the base.  Personnel needing long term storage while TAD or PCS to the ISC, or an ISC tenant command, must make lawful long-term storage arrangements off base, or with a designated CG Armory.

b. Picking up Privately Owned Weapons from the Security Office. It is the responsibility of the owner of a privately owned weapon temporarily stored in the ISC Security Office to pick it up at the first opportunity when departing the ISC.

(1) Personnel requesting to pick up a privately owned weapon temporarily stored in the Security Office will be required to present their copy of enclosure (1) and a valid form of picture identification to ensure that the weapon is returned to its legal owner.

(2) The owner of the privately owned weapon being picked up and the Watch Commander will complete the appropriate section of the original copy of enclosure (1).  The completed form will be filed with the Security Watch Commander’s log for the day that the weapon is picked up. 

c. Transporting Privately Owned Weapons to Tenant Commands.  Personnel transporting privately owned weapons and ammunition to a tenant command for storage in an official armory must present tenant command authorization in the form of a request chit describing the type weapons and ammunitions to security personnel 24 hours before entering the ISC.  To ensure that the weapons reach their intended destination, the Security Watch Commander will notify the OOD of the tenant command that the individual is enroute transporting privately owned weapons for storage.

d. Storage of Privately Owned Weapons at the Atlantic Area Armory Portsmouth.  Personnel assigned to ISC desiring long-term storage of privately owned firearms and/or ammunition should contact and make make arrangements with Atlantic Area Armory Portsmouth at (757) 483-8530.  The Security Office will only be the temporary stowage point for Personnel assigned to ISC desiring to long term storage of privately owned firearms and/or ammunition until the request has been processed or no longer then five working days.

e. Conditions of Agreement to Store Privately Owned Weapons in ISC Security.
(1) The ISC Security Office will not be responsible for any damage that may occur to privately owned weapons temporarily stored as a result of fire, flood or other natural causes.

(2) Security personnel are not responsible for the cleaning or repair of any privately owned weapons temporarily stored at the ISC Security Office.

f. Abandoned Privately Owned Weapons.  Any privately owned weapons temporarily stored at the ISC Security Office that remain in storage after the owner has been repeatedly notified to remove the weapon, will be subject to being declared abandoned in accordance with reference (a).  All abandoned privately owned weapons would be disposed of in accordance with reference (b).  Abandoned privately owned weapons will be processed as follows.

(1) All abandoned privately owned firearms should be turned in to the Small Arms Repair Facility (SARF) Crane, Indiana for destruction as per reference (a). 

(2) All other privately owned weapons and ammunition shall be turned in to the appropriate federal, state or local authorities for disposition. 

g. Carrying of Weapons by Law Enforcement Personnel. The ISC Commanding Officer has authorized the following military and civilian personnel to carry weapons and other prescribed law enforcement equipment in the performance of their official duties.

(1) Federal, state, county and city law enforcement officers and security courier service personnel.  The possession of firearms by civil law enforcement officers onboard the ISC is a courtesy, which may be cancelled by the ISC Commanding Officer.

(2) Contract security personnel. 

(3) ISC Security Officer and Assistant Security Officer. 

(4) MSO, Group Hampton Roads and Station Portsmouth boat crews.

(5) Atlantic Area Armory Portsmouth and/or other personnel required to be armed during the transportation of Coast Guard owned small arms, ammunition and/or pyrotechnics.

(6) Coast Guard intelligence agents.

(7) Shore Patrol directed to carry weapons.  

h. Identifying Law Enforcement Personnel. Law enforcement officers carrying small arms in the performance of their official duties will be granted access to the ISC.  Law enforcement officers will be identified as follows: 

(1) Officers in official vehicles, wearing an appropriate uniform with badge displayed. 

(2) Officers not in uniform must present their official credentials.
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R. D. GIBSON

Encl:  (1) Privately Owned Weapon Custody Receipt



Dist:   List I, II, III, IV

PRIVATELY OWNED WEAPON CUSTODY RECEIPT

RATE/NAME: _________________________________SSN:_____________________

UNIT/ADDRESS:_______________________________TEL:_____________________

WEAPONMAKE/MODEL:_______________________SERIAL#__________________

CALIBER:_____________AMMUNITION:__________OTHER:__________________

1.         ____________________________                          ________________________ 

                    (DATE RECEIVED)                                                (TIME RECEIVED)

              ____________________________________________________________ 

               (SIGNATURE & BADGE # OF PERSON RECEIVING WEAPON)

I am/am not in compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws regarding ownership, registration, possession and transportation of privately owned firearms and ammunition.

I understand that I am signing custody of my weapon(s) over to Integrated Support Command Security and that I am required to pick up the weapon(s) when I am transferred to a unit not located on the Integrated Support Command or when discharged.  If I do not pick up the weapon(s), they will be disposed of in accordance with COMDTINST M8000.2C.

            _______________________________________________________________ 

             (SIGNATURE OF WEAPON OWNER/PERSON TURNING WEAPON IN)

SECURITY WATCH COMMANDERS shall perform a watch to watch accountability inventory of all privately owned weapons in the custody of the ISC Security Force.

2.       ______________________________                          _____________________ 

            (DATE PICKED-UP)                                                  (TIME PICKED-UP)

       _________________________________________________________________ 

         (SIGNATURE OF WEAPON OWNER/PERSON RECEIVING WEAPON)

      _________________________________________________________________ 

           (SIGNATURE & BADGE # OF PERSON RELEASING WEAPON)

KEEP THE ORIGINAL COPY OF THIS FORM WITH THE WEAPON(S) UNTIL THE WEAPON(S) ARE PICKED-UP.  FILE THE COMPLETED FORM IN WATCH COMMANDER LOG FOR THE DATE THE WEAPON(S) ARE PICKED-UP.
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