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INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 5560.2B

Subj:
TRAFFIC CONTROL, SAFETY AND ENFORCEMENT
1. PURPOSE.  To promulgate policies and procedures relating to vehicle traffic control, safety and enforcement onboard Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth.

2. ACTION.  ISC Division Officers and Commanding Officers of tenant commands shall ensure that their personnel are aware of, and comply with, the contents of this instruction.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  INTSUPRTCOM PORTSVA INST 5560.2A is cancelled. 

4. DISCUSSION.  Effective traffic control and compliance with applicable safety requirements at ISC is necessary for the safety of all personnel and visitors.  The operator of any vehicle on the ISC is subject to traffic and parking penalties as set forth in this instruction.  Repeated violations may result in appropriate disciplinary action including loss of driving privileges.

a. The Security Officer is charged with the enforcement of ISC Portsmouth vehicle traffic regulations to include but not limited to:

(1) Traffic law enforcement (speed, operation, parking, etc.).

(2) Traffic accident investigation.

(3) Traffic direction and control.

b. The Security Officer, in conjunction with the Safety Officer, will supervise activities concerned with safety and prevention of pedestrian and vehicle accidents.

c. Virginia motor vehicle laws or the state in which the vehicle is registered apply to all vehicles while on the ISC.

d. The Security Officer and Safety Officer will determine the need for any and all regulatory signs.

e. Individuals must meet the following requirements to operate a motor vehicle on the ISC:

(1) Have a valid state motor vehicle operator’s license, state inspection, and a valid vehicle registration in their possession.  The motor vehicle must have the minimum insurance coverage required by the state of registration.

(2) Have not had their driving privileges suspended by the ISC Commanding Officer or other authority (DOD organization, state or local court).

(3) Are not under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

(4) Are operating a vehicle considered by the Security Officer or Assistant Security Officer as safe to drive.

(5) Are not wearing portable headphones, earphones, or other listening devices while operating a motor vehicle on the ISC, which is prohibited.

5. DEFINITIONS.

a. All Terrain Vehicle (ATV).  An off-road vehicle equipped with three or more wheels and propelled by an internal combustion engine.

b. Bicycle.  A two, three or four wheeled vehicle capable of being operated on or off pavement and propelled by the pedaling of one or more operators.

c. Motorcycle.  A two-wheeled motor vehicle, similar to, but heavier than a bicycle, normally capable of carrying one or two passengers, that operates on or off public roadways and is propelled by an internal combustion engine.  Motor scooters and motorized bicycles (mopeds), with or without pedals are also included, provided these vehicles are required to be registered and the operator is required to have a motorcycle endorsement by local state authorities.

d. Motor Vehicle.  Any wheeled vehicle capable of carrying one or more passengers that operates on public roadways and is propelled by an internal combustion engine or any electrical internal engine.

e. Skateboard/roller blades.  An oval platform board with small wheels designed for riding and propelled by a single human operator.  For the purpose of this instruction, the term “skateboard” also refers to roller skates, roller blades, motorized skateboards, hand scooters and similar devices.

f. SPME.  Special Purpose Motorized Equipment.  Any wheeled vehicle designed for a specific purpose, such as fire fighting, materials handling, snow plowing, dozing or hauling, which can operate both on and off road, either propelled by an internal combustion engine or electricity.  This definition includes golf carts, Cushmans, Daihatsu and similar vehicles that are used for official government business.

g. Trailers.  A trailed vehicle that is normally attached to another vehicle and considered to be towed or pushed.

h. Boats.  Any trailer-able waterborne vessel capable of carrying an operator and occupants either within the hull or astride of the vessel.  This definition includes but is not limited to sail boats, recreational fishing boats, handle bar jet boats, bass boats, and inflatable motorized boats.

6. MOTORCYCLE REGULATIONS.  Motorcycle operators must possess a valid state driver's license with the appropriate motorcycle operator endorsement, motorcycle safety course certificate, and proof of insurance, to operate their motorcycle on the ISC.  The following safety equipment is required:

a. Motorcycle operators and their passengers must wear DOT or Snell approved helmet properly fastened under the chin.

b. Motorcycle operators and their passengers must properly wear impact or shatter resistant eye protection, which is defined as impact resistant glasses, goggles or full-face shield attached to the helmet.   A windshield faring is not considered to be proper eye protection. 

c. Motorcycles must have rear view mirrors.  Their lights must be on when in operation regardless of location or time.

Note:  Motorcycle operators are strongly encouraged to wear leather footwear with over-the-ankle coverage, leather gloves, trousers, and long sleeved shirt or jacket.  High visibility garments (retro-reflective vests) are also recommended.  Coast Guard personnel must follow any additional requirements for personal protective gear on DOD and other government installations.

7.
BICYCLES.   Bicycles used onboard ISC Portsmouth must comply with, and be operated in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and requirements.  Most requirements are set by Virginia State law. (See http://www.virginiadot.org/infoservice/bk-laws.asp for specific laws and safety tips.)  In addition to these laws, the following applies:

a. ISC Portsmouth’s policy is to encourage those who use bicycles to go from shops to on base work locations to perform their official duties to wear appropriate safety helmets.  All other personnel onboard ISC Portsmouth are required to wear a protective helmet whenever operating or riding as a passenger on a bicycle.

b. Every bicycle ridden between sunset and sunrise must have a white light on its front with the light being visible at least 500 feet to the front.  The bicycle must have a red reflector on the rear visible 300 feet to the rear.  A red light visible for 500 feet to the rear may be used in place of or in addition to the red reflector.

c. Bicyclists must ride with the flow of traffic on the right side of the road.

d. The wearing of portable headphones, earphone or other listening devices is prohibited.

8.
SPECIAL PURPOSE MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT.  All persons operating these type vehicles, including forklifts, riding mowers, Daihatsu and Cushmans (electric carts are included in this category), shall obey all applicable traffic laws while operating on the ISC.   Passengers are not allowed to ride in the cargo areas of SPMEs, except when the vehicle has been modified to carry passengers and seat belts are installed.

9.
SKATEBOARD SAFETY.  Personnel who ride skateboards or similar devices on ISC Portsmouth shall wear an approved helmet properly fastened under the chin, along with elbow and kneepads, and wrist guards.

10.
PEDESTRIANS.  Pedestrians share the roadways of ISC with other vehicles on a daily basis.  Vehicle operators must remain vigilant when driving on the ISC to prevent accidents involving pedestrians, and pedestrians should remain alert so they don’t inadvertently step in front of vehicles.

a. Personnel jogging or walking on the ISC shall walk or jog next to the curb facing traffic.  A large group of pedestrians shall not take up the entire traffic lane.  When jogging or walking during periods of low light or limited visibility, personnel should wear retro-reflective vests or clothing.

b. The use of portable headphones, earphones or other listening devices is prohibited while jogging or walking on the ISC.  These devices mask or prevent recognition of emergency signals, alarms and the approach of vehicles.  Such devices also interfere with the ability to determine the direction from which the sound is coming.  Pedestrians are encouraged to keep the volume low when using these devices off base so that they can hear things happening around them.

11. TRAILERS.  All trailers will display a license plate that is current in the state it is registered.  All trailers such as boats trailers, camper trailers and personal hauling trailers must complete an ISC Security Boat and Trailer Registration form prior to parking a hitched or unhitched trailer aboard ISC.

12. TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS.  Patrol Officers shall prepare a DD Form 1408 (Armed Forces Traffic Ticket) for all traffic violations.

a. The pink copy will be given to the offender, or left with the vehicle if the owner/operator is not present.

b. The original (white) copy will be forwarded to the offender’s Commanding Officer.

c. The yellow copy shall be retained on file at the security office.

d. A number of points will be assessed for each violation per enclosure (1).

e. The ISC Commanding Officer, or a designated appointee, will notify an offender and the offender’s Commanding Officer in writing, when their driving privileges are suspended under the following conditions:

(1)
When an individual accumulates 8 points in a six-month period, their driving privileges may be suspended for 30 days.  The expiration tab on their Coast Guard decal will normally be removed to indicate a driving suspension.

(2)
When an individual accumulates a total of 12 points in any 12-month period, their driving privileges may be suspended for a period of one year or other specified period of time.  The Coast Guard decal will normally be removed from the vehicle for this suspension.

Note:  The Coast Guard decal may be removed from any vehicle owned or operated by the person accumulating the points.

f. The Security department will review the offender’s record on the decal database.  After determining the offender’s past violation history, proper points will be assessed per the above guidelines.  Restriction letters will be issued to the offender, usually with a 48-hour notification, before the restriction is implemented.  A copy of the restriction letter will also be forwarded to the offender’s Commanding Officer.

13. APPEALS.

a. A person, whose driving privileges have been suspended, may appeal the suspension in writing within ten working days from the date the suspension letter was received.  The appeal must be submitted via their chain of command to the ISC Commanding Officer.  The suspension imposed shall remain in effect during the appeal process.

b. When a hearing is requested regarding a traffic ticket, a person may make an appointment with the Security Officer within five working days from the date the ticket was issued, or received if the member was TAD or deployed away from the ISC.  The Security Officer shall make an initial investigation.  If this investigation reveals an error, or any other mitigating circumstances, the ticket may be voided or amended.  If this is not satisfactory, the person may appeal to the ISC Commanding Officer.  The decision of the ISC Commanding Officer is final.

c. The Security Officer and Assistant Security Officer may void a ticket that has been issued in error or because of extenuating circumstances. 

14. DRIVING WHILE PRIVILEGES ARE SUSPENDED.  If an individual whose driving privileges have been suspended is found driving on the ISC, action will be taken to extend the suspension order and the matter will be referred to the ISC Commanding Officer for other disciplinary action.

15. DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE.  COMDTINST 1000.6A, Chapter 20, Substance and Alcohol Abuse Program, contains specific guidance and penalties for alcohol related incidents, including refusal to submit to a blood alcohol test.  Normally this is an automatic restriction of driving privileges for a period of one year.

16. SPEED CONTROL DEVICES (RADAR).  The Security Officer may periodically monitor vehicle speeds by radar on the ISC.

a. The Security Officer or Assistant Security Officer will train new operators in the use and calibration of Traffic Radar Gun equipment and will authorized use of the equipment in writing.

b. The DD Form 1408 (Armed Forces Traffic Ticket) shall state how the speed of the motor vehicle was determined on all speeding tickets, either by radar gun, speedometer comparison or time distance comparison.

17. PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLE IMPOUNDMENT.

a. The Security Officer may impound vehicles temporarily pending resolution of the following instances:

(1) When the vehicle is suspected of being used in the commission of a crime, reported stolen or abandoned.

(2) When an unlicensed driver or a person who is under the influence of alcohol or drugs is driving the vehicle.

(3) If the operator refuses justified inspection or search of the vehicle.

b. Impounded vehicles will be released when any of the following conditions are met:

(1) The owner appears at the security office with proof of ownership.

(2) The operator appears at the security office with proper driver’s license.

(3) The operator appears at the security office with a certified (notarized) release from the vehicle owner giving Power-of-Attorney for the release of the vehicle.

(4) The operator that was previously under the influence of alcohol or drugs appears at the security office in the proper condition to operate a motor vehicle (pending the results of an investigation per M1000.6, Chapter 20).

(5) The ISC Commanding Officer or a court of competent jurisdiction orders it released.

c. Vehicles that do not appear to be in current use may be towed off base at the owner’s expense.  Vehicles with no motor, transmission, flat tires for extended period, unregistered or expired registration are categorized as abandoned and will be towed to the impound yard.  Attempts will be made to identify and notify the owner prior to taking such action.
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R. D. GIBSON

Encl:  (1) MAXIMUM AWARDABLE POINTS FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

Dist:   List I, II, and III

MAXIMUM AWARD POINTS FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

                    OFFENSES                                                                         MAXIMUM POINTS
Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
12

Vehicle owner knowingly and willfully permits another to operate his/her vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs  
12

Manslaughter, negligent homicide or assault using a vehicle   
12

Intentionally leaving the scene of an accident 
12

Using an automobile in the commission of a felony 
12

Operating a vehicle after suspension of driving privileges
12

Operating a vehicle recklessly (speeding, dragging, spinning tires, etc.)
12

Intentional presentation of identification that is not the owner, false or altered
12

Assault of a patrol officer or any security personnel
12

Speeding:

               Up to 10 MPH over the posted limit
04

               11 to 15 MPH over the posted limit 
08

               16 MPH and over the posted limit
12

Failure to obey traffic signs, signals or the instructions of Patrol Officers

When traffic related 
08

Failure to submit to inspection or search
08

Willful misuse of a Coast Guard decal
08

Transportation of undeclared weapons, pyrotechnics or ammunition on base
08

Operating without a valid state driver’s license
08

Operating an unsafe vehicle (failed state inspection or determined by security)
06

Operating a vehicle without seatbelts/harnesses engaged
06

Parking in a handicapped space without handicap plates or permit displayed 
06

OFFENSES                                                                                            MAXIMUM POINTS 

Parked so as to impede emergency vehicles 
06

Parking on Piers (without a pier pass)
06

Failure to comply with Coast Guard / State registration requirements 
04

Insulting security personnel, verbally or hand gestures while performing official duties
04

Littering
04

False official statements 
04

Parking in a reserved space
04

Parking in a marked / designated “No Parking Zone”
04

Parking for more than 1 week in any space – except in long term parking lot 
04

Parking for more than 72 hours in any space – except in long term parking lot 
02

Parking on street
02

Parking on the grass
02

Delaying the flow of traffic (stopping traffic for road side conversations)
02

Parking in a non-designated parking area / space
02

Parked overnight in a parking lot designated as “No overnight Parking
02

MOTORCYCLE ONLY OFFENSES

Riding without the proper safety equipment
04

NOTE:

     1st offense                                             = number of points indicated

     2nd offense * within a 2 month period  = double the points indicated

     3rd offense * within a 2 month period  = triple the points indicated

*  A repeat offense that warrants doubling / tripling of points is only in the case of both offenses being of the same nature.  EXAMPLE  - A speeding ticket followed by a parking ticket does not double the points assigned to the parking ticket.
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