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INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 5100.7A

Subj: Motorcycle Regulations and Safety Procedures
Ref:  (a) Safety and Environmental Health Manual, COMDTINST M5100.47 (series)

(b) Physical Security Program, COMDTINST M5530.1 (series)

1. PURPOSE.  To establish regulations and promote safety for the operation of motorcycles and mopeds onboard Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth.

2. ACTION.  ISC Division Officers and Commanding Officers of tenant commands shall insure that their personnel are made aware of, and comply with the contents of this instruction.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  Support Center Instruction 5100.7 is hereby cancelled.

4. DISCUSSION. Motorcycle accidents are one of the most serious of all motor vehicle accidents.  Research indicates that when a motorcycle accident occurs, there is a high probability of serious injuries or fatalities.  The following Coast Guard  motorcycle safety program objectives are established in reference (a).
a.  The prevention of accidents.

b.  The reduction of injuries, fatalities and property damage resulting from accidents involving motorcycles.

5. DEFINITIONS.  Motorcycle: A two wheeled vehicle, similar but heavier than a bicycle, driven by a gasoline engine.  This includes motor scooters and motorized bicycles (mopeds) with or without pedals (on and off road).
6. PROCEDURES.  All military and civilian personnel desiring to operate a privately owned motorcycle on the ISC must observe the following rules:

a.  Registration.  Prior to operating a privately owned motorcycle on the ISC, the operator must register the motorcycle at the Security Office in accordance with reference (b).  The operator must present course completion card signed by a Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) certified instructor as proof of satisfactory completion of the Motorcycle Rider Course-Riding and Street Skills (MRC-RSS) or Experienced Rider Course (ERC).
(1)  When requested, the ISC Security Office will obtain quotas to a no cost (MSF) Motorcycle Rider Course-Riding and Street Skills (MRC-RSS) conducted at one of the local military bases.  This course is designed for the novice rider and requires two 8 hour days to complete.  These classes are only available on week days.  They consist of 7 hours classroom and 8 hours of hands-on training and evaluation that includes instruction in defensive riding techniques, use of personal protective equipment and related subjects essential for safely operating a motorcycle.  Individuals requesting quotas for (MRC-RSS) must provide a current state registration, proof of insurance and posses a current driver license with motorcycle endorsement (where required) from civil authorities to operate on public highways to the Security Office before the quota will be requested.
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(2)  Tidewater Community College (TCC) offers the (MSF) Experienced Rider Course (ERC) for a small monetary fee.  This course is designed for riders with more than 6 months of riding experience and requires 1 day to complete.  The course consists of 4 hours of classroom instruction and 4 hours of hands-on training and evaluation.  Classes are normally given on weekends.  Applicants are responsible for paying any associated costs.

b.  Safety.  A motorcycle operator operating a motorcycle onboard the ISC must observe the following safety practices:

(1)  Motorcycles shall have headlight on when they are operated and shall be equipped with rear view mirrors.

(2)  Be alert at all times.  Avoid riding when overly-tired or otherwise not at peak alertness.

(3)  Keep an adequate margin of safety in front, to the sides, and behind the motorcycle.

(4)  Inspect the motorcycle regularly to insure it is equipped with required safety equipment and functioning properly.

(5)  Passengers are prohibited on mopeds.
c.  Protective Equipment.  All motorcycle operators and passengers shall wear the following protective equipment:

(1)  A DOT approved motorcycle helmet properly fastened under the chin.

(2)  Properly worn eye protective devices which are defined as impact or shatter resistant glasses or goggles or full-face shield attached to the helmet.  A windshield or fairing is not considered to be proper eye protection.

(3)  Over the ankle, sturdy leather footwear,

(4)  Full-fingered leather gloves,

(5)  Long-legged trousers and

(6)  Long-sleeved shirt or jacket.

(7)  If carrying a passenger:

(a)  The motorcycle must be equipped with a proper seat and foot pegs to accommodate the safe carrying of passengers.

(b)  Passengers are required to wear the same protective clothing as the operator.

(8)  Motorcycle operators and passengers are strongly encouraged to wear high visibility garments (reflective vests or retro-reflective strips on clothing).
d.  Specific Sanctions.  Motorcyclists failing to complete the MSF Course and the provisions of this instruction shall not operate their motorcycles onboard the ISC.
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