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INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 16455.10

	Subj:
	INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND Pollution Prevention COORDINATORS COUNCIL


1. PURPOSE.  The purpose of this instruction is to establish a Pollution Prevention Coordinators’ (PPC) Council for Coast Guard Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth and tenant commands located aboard the ISC. 

2. ACTION.

a.  The ISC Portsmouth PPC Council will meet quarterly, normally during the first month of each quarter throughout the year (January, April, July, and October).  The date of each meeting will be scheduled after careful consideration of the operational schedules of tenant cutters.  The ultimate goal in scheduling these meetings is to maximize the participation of those ISC Divisions and tenant commands who use significant amounts of Hazardous Materials or generate significant amounts of Hazardous Waste, and to ensure that each major command type (large cutters, small cutters, shore units, etc.) can be represented.  The time and location of each meeting will be announced when soliciting commands for attendance and proposed agenda items.  

b.  The ISC Pollution Prevention Coordinators’ Council will consist of the following representatives:

(1)  ISC Portsmouth Environmental Branch Chief (Chairman)

(2)  ISC Portsmouth Hazardous Waste (HAZWASTE) Shop supervisor and Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Distribution Center supervisor. 

(3)  All Pollution Prevention Coordinators (PPCs) of tenant commands of ISC Portsmouth and the Industrial Division.

(4)  Other personnel as appropriate

c.  Following each meeting, the chairman will send minutes to each attendee, other PPC’s that may not have been able to attend and the Facilities Engineering Division Chief who will forward to others as appropriate.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  None.

4. BACKGROUND.  The Federal Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 (PPA) was enacted on November 5, 1990. Its purpose is to reduce the use and release of toxic chemicals through reduction at the source, recycling, or treatment where prevention and recycling cannot be implemented.  Executive Order 13148, Greening the Government Through Leadership in Environmental Management, states “Each agency shall strive to reduce or eliminate harm to human health and the environment from releases of pollutants to the environment.  Each agency shall advance the national policy that, whenever feasible and cost-effective, pollution should be prevented or reduced at the source.”  Executive Order 13101, Greening the Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition, states “It is the national policy to prefer pollution prevention, whenever feasible. Pollution that cannot be prevented should be recycled; pollution that cannot be prevented or recycled should be treated in an environmentally safe manner.  Disposal should be employed only as a last resort.”

5. DISCUSSION.  Pollution Prevention has always been one area of focus for the Environmental Branch and a priority at ISC Portsmouth.  Pollution Prevention is a cost effective means of meeting environmental objectives in an era when federal facilities are simultaneously subject to stricter standards for pollution control, public criticism of their environmental records, and declining budgets.  Because environmental liabilities increase directly with the volume of toxic chemicals used and hazardous wastes generated, source reduction is always a preferred approach.  The Environmental Branch was established in 1996 and placed within the Facilities Engineering Division.  Next, the HAZMAT Distribution Center and HAZWASTE Shop were established, as were collateral duty PPCs, for the Industrial Division and all tenant commands.  Since then, the Environmental Shop has periodically met with PPCs to discuss source reduction, operations in the HAZWASTE shop and HAZMAT Distribution Center, environmentally friendly alternatives, and concerns of environmental interest.  Meeting minutes were sent out to document discussions or decisions and to pass the information along to PPCs who were unable to attend.  This instruction serves to institutionalize the Council so it will continue regardless of personnel turnover. 
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