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5 May 2004

Integrated Support Command Portsmouth Instruction 11410.2C

Subj:  CUTTER Painting
Ref:
(a) Commonwealth of Virginia, Statutes of the State Water Control Board (SWCB)


(b) Hazardous Waste Management, CG ISC PORTSVA INST 16478.2  (series)


(c) ISC Portsmouth Integrated Contingency Plan, Annex 7, Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC)

1. PURPOSE.  To establish guidelines to control the discharge of environmental pollutants stemming from cutter painting operations.

2. ACTION. 

a. Commanding Officers of cutters shall ensure their personnel are familiar and comply with this instruction.

b. SOPA and Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth shall ensure that Commanding Officers of visiting cutters who want to perform in-port painting are familiar and comply with this instruction.

c. The Facilities Engineer shall monitor compliance with this instruction.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  CG ISC PORTSVA INST 11410.2B is cancelled.

4. DISCUSSION.  

a. Besides permanently assigned tenant cutters, ISC Portsmouth is host to numerous visiting cutters.  Cutters routinely use their in-port time to maintain exterior coating systems.  Surface preparation prior to painting creates dust, paint chips, and debris.  Reference (a) prohibits discharge of these materials, as well as any paints or thinner, into the waters of Virginia.  The procedures for cutter painting established in this instruction are sanctioned by the SWCB and will minimize those discharges.  Commands must follow the procedures established in this instruction to remain in compliance with regulatory requirements.  Anyone who violates the statutes is subject to a civil penalty of not more than $25,000.00 per offense, (62.1-44.32).  Each day of the offense shall constitute a separate offense.

5.
POLICIES.  

a. No open air or uncontrolled sandblasting is allowed.  Surface preparations should normally be by power or hand tool methods only.  Plans for controlled or contained sandblasting require the approval of the Facilities Engineer.

b. Paint chips and overspray shall not be discharged into the water.

(1) For decks, rails, and superstructure, methods of control shall include temporary barriers or tarps to contain materials.  The bottom edge of free hanging tarps shall be weighted to remain in place during a light breeze.  Work areas must be cleaned at the end of each shift.

(2) It is strongly recommended that a sander with a vacuum-assisted recovery system be used for all surface sanding.

(3) When preparing and painting cutter hulls, ISC Portsmouth paint floats shall be used. Cutters will be responsible for the movement of the paint floats during use, including returning them back to the authorized mooring location at W-1 after use. The floats shall be secured snugly to the ship hull and cutter personnel shall rig tarps or polypropylene material between the float and hull to catch any paint chips, drippings or debris. The float platforms shall be vacuumed, at the end of each shift and upon return to W-1, to collect all paint chips and debris, including the removal of all painting materials and equipment. Cutters are not to remove mooring lines or safety gear from the paint floats.

(4) When necessary to disconnect the installed boom for paint float access/egress, ensure that the boom is re-installed to the proper location immediately after movement.

c. Paint chips, spent solvents, or any other controlled waste shall be collected and turned in to the Hazardous Waste Shop (HWS) for proper disposal in accordance with reference (b).

d. If wind conditions are such that paint chips and overspray cannot be contained, painting operations shall be suspended.

e. Drip pans or other protective devices are required for all paint mixing and solvent transfer operations.  Paint mixing and solvent transfer operations must be done on the pier or cutter, not on the paint float.

f. Any paint, solvent, and uncontrolled paint chip discharges shall be treated in the same manner as oil spills.  ISC Portsmouth's SPCC Plan, reference (c), shall be implemented in the event of a spill or discharge.  "Minor quantities" of airborne dust discharged from surface prep work are tolerated, but all other discharges are prohibited.

g. Innovative measures for collecting paint chips or containing wastes are encouraged; however, before implementation, the Environmental Branch Chief must approve use of a method not described in this instruction. 

h. The ISC Portsmouth Facilities Engineer shall maintain the paint floats. The Ports Services Branch will secure the paint floats in the event severe weather conditions and perform any maintenance required. Cutters are responsible to notify the Port Services Branch, FED, of any equipment and/or material discrepancies upon discovery.

i. The paint floats are available for use by cutters on a “first come, first served” basis.  Any scheduling conflicts that cannot be resolved at the unit level should be brought to SOPA for resolution.



//S//

                                                                      R. D. GIBSON

Dist:  Lists I, II and III
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