What Does the Critical Housing Area mean for me?

References:  ALCOAST 039/06, COMDTINST 11101.15

Where are the CG designated Critical Housing Areas (CHA)?

Any unit located in the following Military Housing Areas (MHA) or Zip Code:

  (1) ABBEVILLE, LA (ZIP CODE 70511)

  (2) BATON ROUGE, LA (MHA LA114)

  (3) BEAUMONT, TX (MHA TX273)

  (4) BUXTON, NC (ZIP CODE 27920)

  (5) CAPE MAY, NJ (MHA NJ198)

  (6) CARRABELLE, FL (ZIP CODE 32322)

  (7) COASTAL MAINE (MHA ME141)

  (8) EASTERN SHORE, VA (ZIP CODES 23336, 23480, 23310)

  (9) GULFPORT, MS (MHA MS168)

  (10) LAKE CHARLES, LA (MHA LA370)

  (11) MARATHON - ISLAMORADA, FL (ZIP CODES 33050, 33036)

  (12) MOBILE, AL (MHA AL004)

  (13) MONTAUK, NY (MHA NY218)

  (14) MORGAN CITY, LA (MHA LA118)

  (15) NEW ORLEANS, LA (MHA LA116)

  (16) PASCAGOULA, MS (MHA MS410)

  (17) PORT OCONNOR, TX (ZIP CODE 77982)

  (18) ST MARY AND TERREBONNE, LA (MHA LA326)

  (19) STATION MENEMSHA, MA (ZIP CODE 02535)

  (20) STATION OXFORD, MD (ZIP CODE 21654)

  (21) STATION PROVINCETOWN, MA (ZIP CODE 02657)

  (22) KEY WEST, FL (ZIP CODE 33040)

  (23) ANY AREA CURRENTLY DESIGNATED AS A CHA BY THE U.S. NAVY

My next duty station is in a CHA – how does that affect me and my family?

If you are going to PCS into a CHA you have 3 options for your family:
(1) Relocate your family with you to your new Permanent Duty Station (PDS).

(2) Keep your family at your current PDS.

(3) Relocate your family to another civilian housing location INCONUS.

If you choose options 2 or 3, you can submit a request to COMDT (CG-1222) to receive BAH based upon your dependents location (if that BAH is more than your new PDS BAH).
Don’t be confused – you will not receive BAH for both your new PDS and your dependents location, only one or the other.  Investigate housing costs and keep that in mind when making your plans to relocate.
