UNITED STATES COAST GUARD BURIAL AT SEA PROGRAM
Burial-at-Sea is a means of final disposition of remains, which is performed from United States Coast Guard Cutters.  The burial ceremony is performed while the ship is deployed.  As a result, family members may be allowed to attend at the discretion of the unit Commanding Officer/Officer in Charge. The commanding officer of the cutter assigned to perform the ceremony will notify the family of the date, time, longitude and latitude, once the burial has been completed.  
ELIGIBILITY: Individuals eligible for this program are: (1) active duty members of the uniformed services; (2) retirees and veterans who were honorably discharged. (3) U.S. civilian marine personnel of the Military Sealift Command; and (4) dependent family members of active duty personnel, retirees, and veterans of the uniformed services.

HOW TO GET STARTED: After the death of the individual, for whom the request for Burial-at-Sea is being made, the Person Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD) may complete the enclosed Burial-at-Sea Request Form.   Supporting documents which must accompany this request are: (1) a photocopy of the death certificate; (2) the cremation certificate; and (3) a copy of the DD Form 214, discharge certificate, or retirement order.

BURIAL FLAG: Those for whom a burial flag is authorized:  The PADD may send a flag with the remains/cremains.  At the time of the burial at sea ceremony the flag will be flown on the assigned ship.  Following the burial at sea the flag will be returned to the sender.

CREMATED REMAINS (Cremains): Cremains must be in an urn, or plastic/metal container to prevent spillage in shipping. The cremains, along with the completed Burial-at-Sea Request package, and the burial flag will be forwarded to the unit conducting the burial at sea.  Prior to shipment, it is recommended that a phone call be made informing the coordinator of the pending request.  It is also recommended that the cremains package be sent via Certified Mail, ‘Return Receipt Requested.’

INTACT REMAINS (Casketed):  The Coast Guard, due to limited on-board storage and refrigeration space does not accept casketed remains for burial at sea.  

Burial at Sea Coordinators

	Burial at Sea Coordinators
	Phone Number

	
	

	District 1
	(617) 223-3485

	District 5
	(757) 686-4032

	District 7
	(305) 535-4584

	USCG Greater Antilles Section San Juan, PR
	(787) 729-6800

	District 8
	(504) 942-4059

	ISC St. Louis
	(314) 539-3900 ext. 2321

	District 9
	(216) 902-6117

	District 11
	(510) 437-3827

	ISC San Pedro, CA
	(310) 732-7460

	District 13
	(206) 217-6400

	District 14
	(808) 541-1535

	District 17
	(907) 463-2169


REQUEST/AUTHORIZATION FORM
BURIAL  AT SEA  PROGRAM

Burial-at-Sea is a means of final disposition of remains, which is performed from United States Coast Guard Cutters.  The burial ceremony is performed while the ship is deployed.  As a result, family members may be allowed to attend at the discretion of the unit Commanding Officer/Officer in Charge. The commanding officer of the cutter assigned to perform the ceremony will notify the family of the date, time, longitude and latitude, once the burial has been completed.  (Please ensure items in bold are filled in)

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that I
: __________________________________, am the person having the

                                                                                (Full Name of Requester)

legal right to direct the disposition of the cremains  of my: ________________,

                                                                                                                                                                                             (Relationship)

____________________________________,   _____________________,    _____________,   _____________,   _____________.

               (Full Name of Deceased)                                          (SSN)                              (Service)                   (Rank)                   (Status)

I respectfully submit my request for Burial-At-Sea and authorize the committal to sea of the

cremains from a Coast Guard Cutter.

Death occurred on: ___________, in: _________________________.  The cause of death is

                                                       (Date)                                             (City and State)
listed on the death certificate.

If possible, I request the selected religious service be provided during the committal service:

Catholic  /   Protestant    /  Jewish   /   Other  (Please Specify)   ________________________________________

I understand, that it is my responsibility to pay all expenses for the cremains, including

cremation and inurnment, plus delivery, to the selected port of embarkation.  

AUTHORIZATION CERTIFICATION
The dates of military service were from: ____________ until: _____________, as confirmedin the attached documentation.
_____________________________                                 ____________________________

(Signature of Requester)                                                                                                    (Signature of Witness)

_______________________________________                                                         ______________________________________

(Printed Name of Requester)                                                                                               (Printed Name of Witness)

_______________________________________                                                         ______________________________________

(Complete Address)                                                                                                            (Complete Address)

_______________________________________                                                         ______________________________________

_______________________________________                                                         ______________________________________

(Phone Number)                                                                                                                  (Phone Number)
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