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SUBJ: "CLICK IT OR TICKET" FALL SEAT BELT CAMPAIGN

1. THANKSGIVING MARKS THE BEGINNING OF THE WINTER HOLIDAY SEASON. MANY MEMBERS OF TEAM COAST GUARD WILL BE TRAVELING TO SHARE THE HOLIDAYS WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS, OFTEN DRIVING LONG DISTANCES, BRAVING WINTER WEATHER AND, SOMETIMES, CELEBRATING WITH ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. THESE FACTORS PROVIDE AMPLE REASON TO PAUSE TO ADDRESS MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY.

2. IN FY02 FOUR COASTIES TRAGICALLY DIED IN CAR CRASHES. MOTORCYCLE AND ATV MISHAPS CLAIMED TWO MORE. ALTHOUGH MANY IN THE COAST GUARD HAVE INHERENTLY DANGEROUS JOBS, 14 COASTIES DIE IN CAR CRASHES AND 4 DIE IN OTHER OFF-DUTY MISHAPS FOR EVERY ON-DUTY FATALITY.

3. ACCIDENTS CAN BE AVOIDED BY NOT DRIVING WHILE FATIGUED OR AFTER DRINKING ALCOHOL, OBSERVING SPEED LIMITS AND OTHER LAWS, AND DRIVING DEFENSIVELY. HOWEVER, IF AN ACCIDENT DOES OCCUR, THE SINGLE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO PREVENT OR REDUCE THE SEVERITY OF INJURIES IS FOR EVERY DRIVER AND PASSENGER TO USE A SEAT BELT EVERY TIME, ON- OR OFF-DUTY. THAT IS COAST GUARD POLICY, AND ALTHOUGH SURVEYS SHOW MOST COASTIES DO BUCKLE UP, IT IS CLEAR THAT ABOUT ONE IN EIGHT CONTINUE TO VIOLATE THE POLICY AND RISK NEEDLESS DEATH AND INJURY. COMMANDS ARE EXPECTED TO ENFORCE THIS POLICY AND TO ENCOURAGE ADHERENCE THROUGH EDUCATION AND REMINDERS.

4. MOST STATES HAVE LAWS THAT REQUIRE SEAT BELT USE. THIS YEAR BETWEEN 25 NOVEMBER AND 1 DECEMBER, THOUSANDS OF CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WILL MORE STRICTLY ENFORCE THE SEAT BELT LAWS IN THEIR INDIVIDUAL STATES IN A CAMPAIGN CALLED "CLICK IT OR TICKET." POLICE ISSUED 425,000 TRAFFIC TICKETS DURING THE LAST CLICK IT OR TICKET CAMPAIGN IN MAY 2002. SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL, THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, AND OTHERS, THIS CAMPAIGN OF HIGH-VISIBILITY ENFORCEMENT HAS BEEN PROVEN TO SAVE LIVES. ALL COAST GUARD UNITS SHALL PUBLICIZE THIS CAMPAIGN AND TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO PROMOTE SEAT BELT AND CHILD RESTRAINT USE BY ALL MEMBERS, DEPENDENTS AND EMPLOYEES. FACILITIES WITH CONTROLLED ENTRY POINTS SHALL PARTICIPATE IN THIS CAMPAIGN BY ENFORCING USE OF SEAT BELTS AND CHILD SEATS IN ALL VEHICLES TRANSITING THE GATE.

5. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE

FROM THE NSC AT HTTP://WWW.NSC.ORG/AIRBAG.HTM, AND FROM NHTSA AT HTTP://WWW.NHTSA.DOT.GOV. CLICK ON THE CLICK IT OR TICKET LOGO AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NHTSA PAGE.

6. UNQUESTIONABLY, SEAT BELTS AND CHILD SEATS SAVE LIVES. MISHAP REPORTS DOCUMENT DOZENS OF COAST GUARD DEATHS AND SERIOUS INJURIES IN WHICH FAILURE TO USE A SAFETY RESTRAINT WAS A DIRECT OR CONTRIBUTING CAUSE. THEY ALSO DOCUMENT SCORES OF SERIOUS CRASHES WHERE SAFETY RESTRAINT USE CLEARLY PREVENTED SEVERE INJURIES AND DEATHS. COMMAND ATTENTION IS BOTH WARRANTED AND REQUIRED TO INCREASE COAST GUARD COMPLIANCE TO 100 PERCENT SAFETY RESTRAINT USE.

7. COMDT (G-WKS-2) POC IS MR. RODDY BACHMAN, 202-267-1870.

8. INTERNET RELEASE AUTHORIZED.

9. RADM KEN VENUTO, ASSISTANT COMMANDANT FOR HUMAN RESOURCES,

SENDS.
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