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School Chief,
Chief Petty Officer Academy

Master Chief Thomas assumed his duties as School Chief of the Chief Petty Officer
Academy on 29 June 2007. A native of Florida, Master Chief Thomas enlisted in the U. S.
Coast Guard on January 13, 1980.

His first assignment following recruit training was at Air Station Kodiak, Alaska where he
earned his qualification as a C-130 Loadmaster. In 1982, he transferred to Air Station
Clearwater where he earned his qualifications as both a C-130 Dropmaster and Flight
Engineer. For the next twelve years, he completed additional tours at Air Station's Kodiak
and Clearwater flying challenging missions in some of the most beautiful and desolate
regions of the world. Upon advancement to Chief Petty Officer in 1994, he transferred to Air
Station Barber's Point, HI where he continued to fly C-130's as a Flight Engineer Instructor
and Examiner. In May 1998 after advancing to Senior Chief Petty Officer, he reported to the
Leadership Development Center, Chief Petty Officer Academy East staff in New London,
Connecticut. In September 2002, he joined the staff at Chief Petty Officer Academy West,
Petaluma, California. In August 2004 after advancing to Master Chief Petty Officer, he was
selected as the Assistant School Chief of the now consolidated Chief's Academy.

Master Chief Thomas holds a Professional Flight Engineer license and an Airframe and
Powerplant license. He is a certified Ethics Instructor with the Institute for Global Ethics,
and has completed qualifying workshops for both the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator and
Outdoor Challenge Course. He is also a graduate of Chief Petty Officer Academy, Class
XXXVIII where he received the Excellence Award.

Master Chief Thomas has earned numerous military awards throughout his career. Some of
them include the Coast Guard Meritorious Service Medal, Coast Guard Commendation
Medal, and Coast Guard Achievement Medal.



