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3.H.5. Court Reporters, Interpreters, Bailiffs, and Court Security Personnel

3.H.5.a. Appointment

Appointment of reporters, interpreters XE "interpreter" , bailiffs XE "bailiff" , and court security XE "court security"  personnel by the convening authority or authority directing the proceedings may be effected personally, or, at his or her discretion by any other person. Such appointment may be oral or in writing.

3.H.5.b. Disqualification

Reporters, interpreters, bailiffs, and court security personnel shall be disqualified as provided in RCM XE "RCM:0502"  502(e)(2).

3.H.5.c. Duties

The duties of reporters, interpreters, bailiffs, and court security personnel shall be as prescribed in RCM XE "RCM:0502"  502(e)(3), other applicable provisions of this Manual, and by the military judge or trial counsel.

3.H.5.d. Court Reporters

(1) Generally

In all special and general courts-martial, the convening authority shall detail a qualified court reporter. Court reporters detailed to those courts-martial shall record verbatim, by shorthand, mechanical, electronic or other means all the proceedings of the court. A reporter may also be detailed, by the appropriate official, to a summary court-martial XE "summary court-martial" , a deposition, and an investigation under Article 32, UCMJ XE "UCMJ:Article 32"  [see, section 3.F above].

(2) Court Reporter Qualification and Duty

(a)
The term “qualified court reporter XE "court reporter" “ as used in this chapter means a professional civilian court reporter XE "civilian court reporter" 

 XE "court reporter:civilian" \r "IMC"  from a commercial court reporting service or a yeoman with the 02 or 08 Coast Guard qualification code [see, Enlisted Qualifications Manual, COMDTINST M1414.8 XE "Enlisted Qualifications Manual, COMDTINST M1414.8" 

 XE "COMDTINST M1414.8"  (series)], or any other person having equivalent qualifications. A yeoman’s eligibility for the 02-qualification code attained through an on-the-job or other recognized training program must be certified in writing by the individual’s district or staff legal officer.

(b)
Detail of a reporter under this chapter is a full time duty until the record of the proceedings is complete. No other duties shall be assigned to the reporter that might interfere with his or her preparation of the record of trial or investigation in a timely fashion.

(c)
Under the supervision and at the direction of the trial counsel XE "trial counsel"  of a general or special court-martial, the reporter shall prepare a record of trial XE "record of trial"  [ROT XE "ROT" ], using Appendix 14, MCM XE "MCM:Appendix 14"  as a guide [see also, section 5.A below]. The court reporter shall preserve the complete shorthand notes or mechanical record of the proceedings under the supervision of the trial counsel in accordance with section. Additional clerical assistants may be detailed when necessary.] Enclosure XE "enclosure:encl (16j)"  (16j) is a guide designed to assist civilian court reporters, who might not be familiar with courts-martial procedures and terminology, in carrying out their duties. [See, RCM XE "RCM:0501"  501(e).

3.H.5.e. Interpreters

In each court-martial case, Article 32, UCMJ XE "UCMJ:Article 32"  investigation, or deposition the convening authority or the officer directing such proceeding shall appoint, when necessary, an interpreter for the proceeding. Interpreters shall be qualified as set forth in MRE 604 XE "MRE:604" .

3.H.5.f. Bailiffs and Court Security Personnel

The convening authority shall appoint a bailiff XE "bailiff:guide" 

 XE "bailiff"  for every general and special court-martial. The bailiff shall be present at every court-martial session unless the military judge excuses his or her presence. The trial counsel XE "trial counsel"  shall brief the bailiff as to his or her duties well in advance of trial [see, Guide For Bailiffs XE "Guide For Bailiffs" , enclosure XE "enclosure:encl (16i)"  (16i)]. Trial counsel shall make an initial security XE "security" 

 XE "security:risk assessment"  risk assessment and determine whether to take special security precautions. Assistance may be obtained from CGIS. Trial counsel will notify the convening authority, military judge and defense counsel before trial of any special security arrangements deemed necessary. The convening authority will appoint court security personnel as necessary. If special security arrangements are deemed necessary, the trial counsel XE "trial counsel"  should coordinate the arrangements with the convening authority, bailiff XE "bailiff" , court security personnel XE "security personnel"  and CGIS XE "CGIS" .

3.H.5.g. Source and Expenses

The services of reporters or interpreters for duty to a general or special court-martial, an investigation under Article 32, UCMJ XE "UCMJ:Article 32" , or at the taking of a deposition XE "deposition"  may be procured locally. The expenses incidental to a court-martial or Article 32 investigation are normally the responsibility of the convening authority. See, 3.N.1 below.

