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General Information for Prospective
Court-Martial Members

Having been selected as a prospective court-martial member by the convening authority, you have been called upon to perform one of the most important duties required of an active duty member of the Coast Guard, that of administering military justice.  In an attempt to better prepare you as a prospective court-martial member, the following is presented for your information.

The convening order that appointed you as a prospective court-martial member may be used for one or more courts-martial and you may have to sit as a court-martial member in each of them.  Therefore, it is extremely important that you refrain from any conversation regarding alleged violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  If anyone begins to tell you about such a violation, cut them off and advise them you cannot discuss the case as you may be a court-martial member.

Your selection as a prospective court-martial member is just that; you are still subject to questioning by the military judge and counsel for both the government and the defense before becoming a member of a particular court-martial.  This questioning is known as voir dire and is specifically authorized by law.  The purpose of this questioning is to determine whether or not you will sit as a trier of fact and the potential assessor of punishment.  The questions that will likely be asked you at trial are not designed to embarrass you, but rather to discover such factors as whether you have any knowledge of the case, any preconceived opinions that you cannot lay aside, or if you have any experience in your personal life that might cause you to be biased in favor of either the prosecution or defense in the case.  The court-martial member questionnaire that has been enclosed with this information sheet, which provides preliminary answers for the military judge and counsel, is not intended to be all inclusive but rather addresses certain recurring issues.

Being a prospective court-martial member requires no preparation at all prior to trial.  In fact, it is very important that you avoid any preparation.  At trial, the military judge will instruct you that he will inform you what the law is in the case and the procedures that you must follow.  In this regard, the military judge is the only source of the law and you will be required to follow the law as it is given to you by him, even though you may have some different recollection of what the law is with regard to a particular issue.  It is not permissible for you to refer to, examine, or even consult the Manual for Courts-Martial, or any other publication, directive, or writing to acquire independent knowledge of those matters to be dealt with at trial.

In short you should scrupulously avoid any contact that in any way deals with issues of military justice that you may be called upon to decide.

Finally, you should be aware that courts-martial routinely extend beyond normal working hours, and may even include weekends.  Personnel should make transportation and child care arrangements in advance of trial.

Court-Martial Member Questionnaire

Full Name                                                                                                      Rank                

Date of Rank                    Source of Commission                       

Branch of Service                                                          


Years of Service: Active Duty                                                     Reserve       



Prior Enlisted Service                                                



How Long                     Highest Grade                         

Have you served in another Uniformed Service                               


Name of Uniformed Service                                          


Enlisted or Commissioned Service                                   


Date of Service                                                    


Highest Rank/Grade Attained                                        

Present Duty Station                                                       


Office Telephone Number:                               

Present Duty Assignment (Description of Job)                       

Present Performance Rating Chain


Supervisor                                                         


Reporting Officer/Marking Official                                 


Reviewing/Approving Official                                       

Provide a brief history of your military career


Rptd    Dptd   Unit Name   Job Description


Rptd    Dptd   Unit Name   Job Description

Have you ever convened a court-martial                                     


If so, when                                                       

Have you ever served, in any capacity, on any court-martial                


Date       Type          Offense(s)

Have you ever imposed nonjudicial punishment                               


Have you ever served on an administrative discharge board                   

Have you ever served as a juror at a civilian trial                        

Have you ever been a witness at a judicial proceeding                      

Are you a high school graduate                                            

Have you attended college (undergraduate)                                  


Name(s) of college                                                 


Location(s)                                                        


Years of attendance                                                


Major fields                                                       


Degree(s) awarded                                                  

Have you attended postgraduate school                                      


Name(s) of school                                                  


Location(s)                                                        


Years of attendance                                                



Major fields                                                       


Degree(s) awarded                                        

Have you attended law school or taken law courses                          


Sch./Course Date       Topic of Course

What is your gender          Race           Date of Birth                   


Marital Status                  Home of Record                     


Number of Dependents                 and their


Gender     Age        Relationship

Have you or a close relative even been the victim of a crime              


If so, briefly describe                                           

Have you or a close relative even been involved in the following:


           Crime Prevention (e.g., police officer, detective)


           Medicine (e.g., doctor, nurse, pharmacist)


           Mental Health (e.g., psychiatrist, psychologist)


           Law (e.g., judge, attorney, law student)


           Forensic Sciences (e.g., chemistry, toxicology)

Is there anything in your background or experience that may affect your serving as an impartial court-martial member?

Date Prepared                       Signature_______________________________ 
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