10. 
Estate Planning and Funeral Instructions
A. ESTATE PLANNING
A good estate plan helps preserve and build your estate during your life and dispose of it efficiently and according to your wishes upon your death.  An estate plan may save taxes and lower probate expenses.  An estate plan should give you flexibility in managing your estate during your life while preserving the maximum amount of wealth possible for your intended beneficiaries.  No matter what your net worth is, it is important to have an estate plan in place.  If you do not create your own estate plan, your property will be distributed according to State law. 
A will tells the world exactly where you want your probate assets distributed when you die.  Certain assets, such as insurance policies, are generally non-probate and are transferred based on beneficiary designations independent of your will.  You should consult with a legal assistance attorney to ensure that all of your assets are distributed as you desire. 
The information forms below do NOT constitute a will.  Each State has specific rules and procedures for creating a will.  Call a legal assistance office near you to schedule an appointment to have a will drawn up and executed for you.
B. FUNERAL INSTRUCTIONS
You can state your preference on how to dispose of your remains upon death.  An expressed intent can spare your next of kin from having to make such decisions for you.   

PART A – ESTATE Planning (Checklist)
	Please check the applicable box(es) of the document(s) you possess:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	A Will

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	A Revocable or Inter Vivos Trust

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other Trusts or estate planning documents, listed here:


	If applicable, identify the following:

	Executor for my Will
	

	Guardian(s) for my Children
	

	Trustee(s), if Needed
	

	Attorney, if Needed
	

	Accountant if Needed
	


	Identify beneficiary(ies):

	Primary Beneficiary(-ies)
	

	Secondary or Successor Beneficiary(-ies)
	

	Special Bequests
	

	Other Desires or Notes
	


PART B – FUNERAL INSTRUCTION

	In order to make things easier for family members, these are my preferences and desires regarding the disposition of my remains and other arrangements at the time of my death.  (Create additional pages for spouse and dependents).

	My Full Name
	


	Preference for burial at time of passing:

	Conventional Burial
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Cremation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	My preference for a burial place or disposition of ashes:

	Private Cemetery
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Burial at Sea
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	National or Other Government Cemetery
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	My preference for religious services:

	Church Services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Funeral Home Services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Memorial Service – Other Than Church
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Graveside Committal Services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Specific Church
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	Request for military honors, if Available:

	Bugler
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Color Guard
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Firing Party
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Pallbearers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Chaplain
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	Preferences concerning services:

	Government Furnished Headstone
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Clergy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Flowers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Contributions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Soloist or Organist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Psalms or Other Special Requests
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	Request for an obituary:

	Specific Newspaper
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Place of Birth
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Place of Death
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Cause of Death
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Planned Services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Military Service
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Educational History
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Special Associations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Special Recognitions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Name of Survivors
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
	


	Request for a requiem:

	Special Memories
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Special Friendships
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Special Associations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Special Activities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

	Other Desires or Notes
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