GREETINGS.  IRS VITA SITE # 1212 IS  OPENED FOR SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2005.  PLEASE ROUTE TO NEARBY UNITS, YOUR PERSONNEL, YOUR COMMAND ENLISTED ADVISORS AND OMBUDSMEN, AND PLACE ON UNIT PLAN OF THE DAY BULLETIN BOARDS:

Two major additonal points (just in from IRS).

a. For members residing in Hurricanes Katrina and Rita zones, the filing date to IRS and states can be delayed through 15 October 06 ONLY for your 2004 taxes and the modifications you want to do on those "old taxes".  Everyone else, including those residing in the Hurricane Katrina and Rita strike zones at the end of August 2005 and later, still has a federal income tax filing date ofApril 15, 2006, but you can request a 6 month extension for filing your 2005 Taxes by filling out an IRS Form 4868 http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f4868.pdf. State income tax returns are usually filed by 15 April through 15 May 05-- depending upon your state


b.  Please fill out an additional (F13614K) VITA intake forms and bring with you to the VITA preparer if you had resided in the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita strike zones.  
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STEPHEN W. CRAWFORD

LEGAL ASSISTANCE ATTORNEY

Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District (dl)

500 Poydras St., Room 1311

New Orleans, LA 70130-3310

ph/fax #s 504-589-6188/4695

e-mail scrawford@d8.uscg.mil

WARNING: USE OF E-MAIL OVER THE INTERNET MAY NOT BE SECURE AND COULD BE ACCESSED BY THIRD PARTIES.  BY USING E-MAIL TO COMMUNICATE WITH THIS OFFICE, YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS MATERIAL COULD BE ACCESSED BY THIRD PARTIES AND YOU MAY BE WAIVING ATTORNEY/CLIENT CONFIDENTIALITY.  

THIS ELECTRONIC MESSAGE TRANSMISSION IS FROM THE DISTRICT LEGAL OFFICE OF THE U. S. COAST GUARD, COMMANDER, EIGHTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT AND IS CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVILEGED.

IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR, PLEASE RETURN IT TO THE SENDER BY THE MOST CONFIDENTIAL MEANS POSSIBLE AND IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE SENDER VIA TELEPHONE.  THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL AND ACCOMPANYING ATTACHMENTS CONSTITUTE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION WHICH MAY BE LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. OR OTHERWISE PROHIBITED FROM DISCLOSURE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF ORIGINATOR.  IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OF THIS INFORMATION, ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION, OR THE TAKING OF ANY ACTION IN RELIANCE ON THIS INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  THIS TRANSMISSION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE NOTED ADDRESSEES.  FURTHER DISSEMINATION IS PROHIBITED.

_____________________________________________ 

From: 
Crawford, Stephen  

Sent:
Friday, February 10, 2006 1:23 PM

To:
Vandiver, Bradley CPO; Lewald, David CWO; Plunk, William BMCS; Dickovick, David SCPO; Crowell, Ben SCPO; Dawson, Rich PO1; Price, Robert A. LTJG; Tschannen, Todd CDR; Beavers, Raymond ETC; Plagge, Casey LCDR; Penberthy, DaWayne CDR; Paskewich, Frank Capt; Paradis, J. Scott CDR; Regan, Sean LCDR; Shaffner, Holly LT; McCadden, Mark LCDR; Ivery, Kenneth LCDR; Matta, Mark CDR; Chapa-Johnson, Maria PO1; Musselman, Brian CDR; Coon, Timothy CWO; Thorpe, Chris LT; Kasper, Mark LCDR; Gentile, Todd CAPT; 'Neill Goslin'; 'care@bellsouth.net'; Ben-Iesau, Cheri` LCDR; 'CDR P.J. BERGMAN (RET)'; Crawford, Stephen; Crecy, Kevin A LT; Lewis, Garlette CIV; Tharp, Emily LT; Rosen, Talisha LT; 'angela.wissman@usmc.mil'; 'thomas.mcgeehan@usmc.mil'; 'Andrell.durden@usmc.mil'; 'elizabeth.rosso@navy.mil'; 'Diane Puderer'; Mann, Charles SCPO; D8 All Staff Personnel

Cc:
Crawford, Stephen; Najera, Carlos MCPO; Ladut, Potenciano MCPO; McCarty, Benjamin GS-13; Grasselli, Nicholas; 'Hazel Barshaw'; Gilreath, Shannon LCDR; 'HARMON, KEITH'; Dunne, Christopher; Bald, Ronald; Boyle, Troy; Crawford, Stephen; Cuty, Nancy; Davis, Constance; Denley, Eric; Harmon, Keith; HARMON, KEITH; Karpinski, Benjamin; Keane, Christopher; Marcules, Bart; McSpadden, Ann; Simons, Peter; Terrell, Timothy; Weathers, Katherine

Subject:
IRS VITA (VOLUNTEERS INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE) PROGRAM LEGAL ASSISTANCE CALL NEW ORLEANS, LA AREA;  VITA SITE 1212

GREETINGS.  IRS VITA SITE # 1212 IS  OPENED FOR SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2005.  PLEASE ROUTE TO NEARBY UNITS, YOUR PERSONNEL, YOUR COMMAND ENLISTED ADVISORS AND OMBUDSMEN, AND PLACE ON UNIT PLAN OF THE DAY BULLETIN BOARDS:

WHERE SERVICES PROVIDED:    

 The USCG D8 Legal  offices at Room 1333  (District Legal Office) at 500 Poydras St.,  New Orleans, LA 70130, Stephen W. Crawford and PO1 Constance Davis.  Their phone # is 504-589-6188;  

At USCG MSO/SECTOR New Orleans, LA, (1615 Poydras St Suite 700) LCDR Cheri’ Ben-Iseau is providing these services, and her number is 504-589-4240;

At USCG GP/SECTOR New Orleans, LA, (201 Hammond HWY, Metairie, LA)  Ms Garlette Lewis is providing these services, and Ms Lewis's number is (504) 846-6184 ;

At USCG ISC New Orleans, LA, (4400 Dauphine  St., Bldg. 602, Section 2C, Room 208)  LT Talisha Rosen at ISCNOLA pf  is providing these services, and her number is (504) 678-7654;

At USCG Air Station New Orleans (400 Russel Ave) Belle Chasse, LA, LT Kevin A. Crecy is providing these services, and his number is (504) 393-6022.

NOTE:  The Marine Forces near ISCNOLA, NSA East, the Navy at NSA West, and the IRS noted below are providing free services;  please note the IRS free filing site on their web page for many firms.

WHO IS PROVIDED THESE FREE SERVICES:   These services are provided to Armed Forces active duty members and their dependents, CG civilian employees and their dependents, drilling reservists and their dependents, retirees and their dependents, and PHS officers and dependents.
HOURS AND DATES OF SERVICE:  0900-1500 hrs Monday through Fridays of Federal working days, from now through 15 October 06 (for members residing in Hurricanes Katrina and Rita zones, the filing date to IRS and states can be delayed through 15 October 06).  For personnel not residing in the Hurricane Katrina and Rita strike zones at the end of August 2005, your federal income tax filing date is still April 15, 2006. State income tax returns are usually filed by 15 April through 15 May 05-- depending upon your state.

SERVICES PROVIDED:  Advice and counseling, Federal and state of Louisiana income tax forms filled out for your filing, Federal forms and publications provided, if on hand.  The tax forms and publications are on the web sites, noted below in this message.  Forms and publications are also in hardcopy in the D8 Legal Assistance Office in Room 1333.  If you just want to take some forms, without any scheduling activities, I request that you just sign the data sheet by the forms boxes, so we can keep our statistics.  We have many copies of the 1040EZ, 1040A and 1040 forms.  As to other publications, we have a limited supply, so we would ask that you use the Internet Sites below, or ask us for the publications for our copying effort.  Of course, you can always order the publications from the back of the booklets if you desire them to be sent to your home address.

HOW TO SCHEDULE:  Please call the above numbers and make appointments with the above personnel.    They will then forward you a questionnaire (attached to this email) which must be filled out prior to seeing one of the VITA personnel.     No walk-ins, please;  we hate to have anyone wait for long hours, or to waste a trip before we can get to them.  
Note the other nearby VITA preparers in the New Orleans, LA area, besides the above.

WHAT TO BRING TO MEETING:  Only face-to-face meetings will be the general rule.  Please bring with you the following information:  picture ID, phone numbers, birthdates, last years' Federal and State Tax filings (income Tax Year 2004  (Federal and State)) information so that the tax preparer can properly assist you:  (you will need to provide the first social security numbers, filing status, and number of exemptions.  Please also bring all W-2s, all 1099s, statements of unemployment compensation, all Social Security Numbers-cards (even children must have a Social Security Number now) of the pertinent persons for your taxes, pertinent statements (mortgage/interest payment/tax data);  copies of pertinent contracts/information [dependent child care expenses will need the day care provider's name, address and tax ID), sales of houses, etc], divorce/property/custody papers, death certificates of spouses/dependents for tax year 2004,  college expenses, student loan interest, any other information that might assist the tax prepares for any of your credits, deductions, or deductible expenses  that you may wish to claim.   If you are bringing medical receipts and/or charitable deductions, strongly recommend you add these numbers up at home, before you come to the tax preparer, so as to not slow the process.  Additionally, if you are Schedule D filer (investments, stocks, mutual funds), bring in the sheets (prior years, if necessary) showing the cost basis (date, amount, number of shares and costs of acquisition) with you;  without that information, the tax preparer will not be able to complete your return. Please bring  a void copy of your personal check or savings account (for the proper routing numbers) if you want the entitled IRS refund to be deposited in such an account.  (Note:  The ordinary process is for you to just receive the IRS refund check through the mails;  the void check process accelerates the refund delivery).  Tax advice and forms are also provided, in addition of tax filing preparation.  

If going to a tax preparer you MUST provide an information sheet  (see the below VITA INTAKE FORM) and noted information,  to facilitate their and your processing of your income tax filing.  The attached form is printed below in this message.

 << File: f13614.pdf >> If a joint return-- both husband and wife must be in attendance and both must have signed the VITA Intake form.

IF YOU DO NOT BRING YOUR COMPLETED INTAKE FORM (WITH THE OTHER DATA) WITH YOU TO THE PREPARER, THE PREPARER MAY SEND YOU BACK FOR COMPLETION AND RESCHEDULING OF YOUR APPOINTMENT.  
SOME OTHER IRS/VITA SERVICE LOCATIONS AND GENERAL INFORMATION:  

a.  The Naval Support Activity Algiers Legal Services Office  (West Bank- 2300 General Meyer Ave., Bldg 11,  NOLA)) is also providing IRS/VITA and electronic filing.     The NLSO office #s are  504-678- 2520/2638,  will be the focal point to contact.  You call them up and they will set up an appointment date with one of their VITA preparers.   Once an appointment has been arranged, don't miss it, or the Navy may not be able to get to you until after the tax season. 


b.  The IRS runs its own IRS VITA and Electronic filing offices at 1555 Poydras St., second floor, in New Orleans.  IRS requirements for their support (they will screen you):  (i) bring at least two forms of ID, one of which is a picture ID; (ii)  if claiming for dependent care credit, bring the name, address and taxpayer identification #, (iii) IRS only does the basic 1040, 1040EZ, and 1040A electronic filings;  (iv) if married, both spouse and you must be there together;  (v) bring all W-2s, 1099s, interest, dividends, unemployment compensation;  (vi) bring the Social Security cards of all your children/dependents; (vii)  for those with some self-employment income, they must bring the completed Schedule C-EZ with them, as IRS will not perform any Schedule C-EZ (Self-Employment Tax forms).  See the necessary IRS Form 13614 noted above, which you will need to bring. The IRS services are for lower income persons and families.  Please walk-in, schedule your appointment and be prepared to wait.  Have all your papers/data present.  If filing jointly, both spouses must be present.  The hours of operation are as follows- through April 15, 2002:  Mon-Fri 0800-1600 hrs. 


c.   The Marine Forces Reserve at Building 601,  NSA East (4400 Dauphine St., NOLA), just "down the hallway" from  USCG ISC NOLApf and LT Rosen, has a staff of several personnel providing free income tax preparation and electronic filing.  These electronically filed federal forms include the 1040EZ, 1040A and some 1040 returns for all active duty, dependents, and retired personnel at no charge.  The personnel to contact for appointments are as follows: 


FREE TAX ASSISTANCE FOR 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  & DEPENDENTS

Beginning on January 10, 2006, the following Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) representatives will take appointments to provide FREE tax assistance.  Additionally, Walk-ins will be Mondays and Wednesdays from 0900 to 1100 on the 5th deck of Bldg 601.  They will be on a first come first serve basis.  The VITA OIC is Captain Wissman and her contact information is 678-2619 and email address is angela.wissman@usmc.mil. The SNCOIC is MGySgt McGeehan; his contact information is 678-3477 and email is thomas.mcgeehan@usmc.mil.  

	Rank
	Name
	Section
	Contact

	MSgt
	Rode, John J.
	G-3, MLG
	678-4988

	Sgt
	Robinson, Ebony N.
	G-1, MLG
	678-4987

	Sgt
	Figueroa, Evette
	G-3, Div 
	678-0139

	Sgt
	Thornton, Raynall J.
	G-4, MFR
	678-1153

	Sgt
	Shipp, Alana C.
	G-4, MFR
	678-4954

	Sgt 
	Infante, Cesar A.
	G-4, MFR
	678-4958

	Cpl
	Arana, Jerroll G. 
	G-4, MFR
	678-4927

	HMC
	Bailey, Veronica A.
	HSS, MFR
	678-6384


VITA is a program that brings Marines and Sailors together to help one another prepare their federal and state income tax returns.  This year, the above listed Marines volunteered to attend IRS tax training and now stand ready to help you with your federal and state income tax returns

*Before making an appointment you should have in your possession:  all W-2’s; your military identification; social security cards for all dependents, including spouse and foster children; all 1099 interest forms; student loan interest papers; proof of college expenses; proof of child care expenses; proof of medical expenses; and a voided check from your checking account. See the necessary IRS Form 13614 noted above, which you will need to bring. 


d.  USCG ISCNOLA    can use the Marine Forces Reserves above as the VITA volunteers, in addition to LT Rosen at ISCNOLA pf as above.  


e.  IRS forms and publications can be downloaded from their web page:  http://www.irs.gov   See also the libraries for most of these forms or publications.


f.  State of Louisiana Income tax forms and publications, and "efiling", can be accessed or downloaded from their web site at http://www.rev.state.la.us    Note their on-line filing capability.   Please be advised, as to your military pay--IF YOU ARE A LEGAL DOMICILIARY (LEGAL RESIDENT) OF A STATE OTHER THAN LOUISIANA (LOOK AT YOUR W-2 STATEMENT, BOTTOM LEFT, AS IT SHOWS THE STATE WHICH THE COAST GUARD IS REPORTING YOUR INCOME TO FOR STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES),  I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU FILE A STATE OF  LOUISIANA NON-RESIDENCY INCOME TAX FORM INDICATING "$0.00" (ZERO) OF INCOME EARNED IN LOUISIANA AS TO YOUR MILITARY PAY, THIS WILL PROTECT YOU FROM THE STATE CLAIMING, YEARS LATER, THAT YOU OWE THEM MONEY AND THEM PLACING TAX LIENS ON YOUR CREDIT REPORT;  YOU CAN CORRECT THEM, BUT TAKING  ACTION NOW, WHEN YOU FILE, WILL HELP ELIMINATE THAT CONCERN FOR FUTURE YEARS.

PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDED STATEMENT ATTACHED TO YOUR FILING OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA NON-RESIDENCY PERSONAL INCOME TAX FORM.   This form is reproduced below in this e-mail:   << File: VITA_LATAXES_SCRA_MIL_PAY_2005.doc >> 
State of Louisiana Tax Forms - Resident (IT-540) and Non-Resident (IT-540B) for this tax year-  can be downloaded http://www.rev.state.la.us/sections/taxforms/default.asp?fYear=2005&fCatInd=PSN%3BPersonal+Income+Tax&fCatBus=&setYr=1&setCat=1

The local table for finding out about local parish and state of Louisiana sales and use taxes can be obtained by review of the web site:  <http://www.laota.com/pta.htm>  This site is helpful in ascertaining the Optional Sales Tax Table- IRS Publication 600- for a possible member's Schedule A filing


e.  Other States Income tax sites.  I recommend accessing the following web site which lists all the states' taxing authorities, revenue departments, and the availability of the pertinent State Income Tax Forms and or filings, if allowed-- http://www.taxsites.com/state.html  You may file directly through your state's Internet site as about 42 states allow its citizens to file directly over the internet for free-- see http://www.taxadmin.org  http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/link/internet.html

In the Free Federal e-file discussion below, there is a "free file thru the IRS Web site, hooking you with a program to also file free with quite a few states.  Read the Sub-Paragraph k just below.  


f.  The CG Legal Assistance web page site at http://www.uscg.mil/legal/la/   has extensive links to tax sites, articles, information and assistance.   


g. Check with your unit Command Enlisted Advisor or administrative staff to ascertain who is also providing these IRS/VITA services at your unit, if anyone.


h.  There are many other VITA locations throughout the living and work areas, although they may be difficult to ascertain right at first:  senior citizen centers, libraries, major office locations, etc.


i.  Commercial tax preparers, organizations and individuals advertise in the yellow pages and the newspapers.  They charge for the services they provide.


j.  The commercial software programs available at stores allow individuals to generate their own taxes and/or file the same electronically.  Be careful in using these-- if you don't know the tax implications of your decisions, the computer-generated forms make your return look pretty, but they could be wrong when they hit the IRS offices.  If any questions contact your IRS VITA personnel.


k.  **FREE Filing **     The IRS announced a government-private sector initiative to provide free, or minimal fee, web-based tax preparation services.  This includes tax preparation on the web and electronic filing.  The IRS has stated that they are not "endorsing nor warranting " the services.   IT IS CRITICAL THAT YOU GO THROUGH THE IRS FREE FILING WEB SITE- TO GET THE FREE FILING-- AND READ THE LINKS AND ATTACHMENTS AND VARIOUS FIRMS BEFORE YOU SELECT ONE TO FILE WITH.  http://www.irs.gov  and then click on Free File  http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=118986,00.html  and read all links/attachments before "clicking" on "Start Now"-- http://www.irs.gov/app/freeFile/jsp/index.jsp note the services, firms and what they "cover, and don't cover".   If you are not careful in your selections, you will provide the "free filing firm" an opportunity to hit you up for administrative fees, rapid refund loans, filing fees, investment opportunities, etc.,  and, a chance to do your state taxes for a cost, when you could have gotten them done for free in the above "Other State Income Taxe Sites" section above.   

 There are many well known companies such as H&R Block, Taxslayer, and TurboTax and more;  these firms may charge certain fees dependent upon their specific rules regarding your total income and other points.  The only usual cost to the filer will be express refund vs. the usual week,  or less, wait time for direct deposits, or even just a little longer if US Post used to file the return.  Some do charge for live on-line assistance or upgrades or express refund offers.  But if any questions arise, anyone can call me or any other of the VITA volunteers. 
DO NOT- REPEAT- DO NOT-- accept any other services, other than the "FREE IRS FILINGS ON THE IRS WEB SITE", like Refund Anticipation Loans (RALs), investments, costs to file state income taxes, etc., without knowing all the ramifications--Electronic filing is not to be confused with the “refund” program offered by commercial tax services where the taxpayer gets a so called “refund” the “same day” or a couple of days after having the tax return prepared and electronically filed with the IRS.  These same-day refunds are not refunds at all but are, in fact, loans.  These loans often have interest rates of nearly 700% per annum.  It rarely makes sense for a taxpayer to pay a high interest rate to get an immediate refund when an electronically filed refund can be usually received in 4 to 7 days.

WE IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OR VITA DO NOT RECOMMEND OR ENDORSE OR WARRANT ANY PRIVATE SOURCE, OR THEIR SERVICES OR CALIBER OF SERVICES  


l.  IRS support, information, past year taxes:  If you have a Federal tax question, call the IRS VITA representative, or the IRS Help line:  1-800-829-1040, to get answers to your federal tax questions.  You can listen to recorded messages covering more than 100 tax topics, by calling the IRS TeleTax number, 1-800-829-4477.  


Request either prior years' income tax filing transcript by calling 1-800-829-1040, or order by mail using IRS Form 4506-T, Request for Transcript of Tax Return. The IRS does not charge a fee for transcripts, which are available for the current and three prior calendar years. Allow two weeks for delivery.  Form 4506-T, Request for Transcript of Tax Return (PDF 45.3K <http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f4506t.pdf>)   


If you need a photocopy of a previously processed tax return and attachments, complete Form 4506, Request for Copy of Tax Form, and mail it to the IRS address listed on the form for your area, and a fee will be asseed at $39 for each tax period requested. Copies are generally available for the current and past 6 years.  Form 4506, Request for Copy of Tax Form (PDF 42.3K <http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f4506.pdf>) The fee will be waived if you lived in a "designated disaster zone" from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and you send in the form written in red at top with wording like "HURRICANE KATRINA"


m. SOME CHANGES:
HURRICANES KATRINA and RITA have spawned disasters and tax breaks.
 << File: FS-2006-12.doc >>  7 pages of good reading… and the IRS web site link points.. http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=147085,00.html  and IRS Pub 4492    http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4492.pdf  19 pages of real good reading.

More Military Personnel Eligible for Earned Income Credit (EIC)- 
Changes for individual income tax returns make more military personnel eligible for the EIC. Formerly, nontaxable compensation such as BAH, BAS, and income earned during qualifying combat zone or qualified hazardous duty area service were included in the EIC eligibility calculation, but now those amounts are no longer considered. As a result, more members will qualify for EIC. An example highlights the point: an O-4 who earned over $56,000 spent part of the year deployed to a combat zone;  as a result, only about $25,000 of his income was taxable. He qualified for the EIC.   Now in 2004- for military members this year, "The Working Families Tax Relief Act of 2004" gives military personnel the option of treating excludable combat pay (but not BAH or BAS) as earned income for purposes of calculating the EITC.  Under this new provision, military personnel may opt to include all or none of their combat pay (but not just part of it) when figuring the EITC.  This new option applies for Tax Years 2004 and 2005 only.  

For Tax Year 2005, the earned income limits for the EITC are:

$11,750 ($13,750 if married filing jointly) without a qualifying child (maximum credit:  $399);

$31,030 ($33,030 if married filing jointly) with one qualifying child (maximum credit:  $2,662); or

$35,263 ($37,263 if married filing jointly) with more than one qualifying child (maximum credit: $4,400).

Military personnel can calculate the credit by using the appropriate worksheet in their IRS 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ tax packet.  IRS Publication 3, Armed Forces' Tax Guide, provides tax information specifically for active members of the U.S. Armed Forces. In addition, military personnel can receive assistance with tax preparation and EITC claims from their assigned installation's Judge Advocate General (JAG) Legal Assistance Office.
Note the Hurricane Katrina and Rita discussions above about EIC and child earned credit changes also.
Further details can be found at www.irs.gov/eitc, a part of the IRS Web site dedicated to EITC issues.  

See a discussion of EIC entitlement http://www.wswpr.net/irs/eitc/  

 IRS Says Partial Tax Break OK For Service Members' Home Sales Due to PCS/RELAD/RETIREMENT Orders of Members
The IRS said service members can claim partial exemptions if military duty interfered with their ability to comply with the exemption's two- year residency rule. The income tax rule in question said home sellers could claim the full exemption only by owning and living in the house for at least 2 years out of the previous 5. Sellers who couldn't meet that rule could still qualify for a partial exemption if, among other things, they sold because of a change in the place of employment of 50 miles or more. The rule made no explicit mention of exceptions or relief for service members moving on official military orders. The IRS clarification, in essence, gives service members the same status as any other early seller eligible for a partial exemption. 

The amount of the partial exemption is based on how many days of the 730 (two years) required were met before the sale. For example, one year of residence would merit 50 percent of the tax exemption, which would mean an exemption of up to $125,000 for an individual and $250,000 for a couple. 

WE DO NOT DO IT ALL:  If the IRS/VITA preparer feels uncomfortable in handling your tax filing, and after discussions, if matter not easily resolvable, or matter too complex for what we were trained for, we may end up recommending that you obtain the services of a professional tax preparer.

STEPHEN W. CRAWFORD

LEGAL ASSISTANCE ATTORNEY

Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District (dl)

500 Poydras St., Room 1311

New Orleans, LA 70130-3310

ph/fax #s 504-589-6188/4695

e-mail scrawford@d8.uscg.mil

WARNING: USE OF E-MAIL OVER THE INTERNET MAY NOT BE SECURE AND COULD BE ACCESSED BY THIRD PARTIES.  BY USING E-MAIL TO COMMUNICATE WITH THIS OFFICE, YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS MATERIAL COULD BE ACCESSED BY THIRD PARTIES AND YOU MAY BE WAIVING ATTORNEY/CLIENT CONFIDENTIALITY.  

THIS ELECTRONIC MESSAGE TRANSMISSION IS FROM THE DISTRICT LEGAL OFFICE OF THE U. S. COAST GUARD, COMMANDER, EIGHTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT AND IS CONFIDENTIAL OR PRIVILEGED.

IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR, PLEASE RETURN IT TO THE SENDER BY THE MOST CONFIDENTIAL MEANS POSSIBLE AND IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE SENDER VIA TELEPHONE.  THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL AND ACCOMPANYING ATTACHMENTS CONSTITUTE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION WHICH MAY BE LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. OR OTHERWISE PROHIBITED FROM DISCLOSURE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF ORIGINATOR.  IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OF THIS INFORMATION, ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION, OR THE TAKING OF ANY ACTION IN RELIANCE ON THIS INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  THIS TRANSMISSION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE NOTED ADDRESSEES.  FURTHER DISSEMINATION IS PROHIBITED.

