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In the Matter of License No. R-376 and all O her Seaman Docunents
| SSUED TO JOSEPH P. ELDRI DGE

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

1104
JOSEPH P. ELDRI DGE

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations
137. 11-1.

By order dated 14 May 1958, Exami ner of the United States
Coast Guard at New York, New York adnoni shed Appel | ant upon finding
himguilty of m sconduct. The three specifications found proved
all ege that while serving as a radio officer on board the United
States SS MORMACTEAL under the authority of the docunent above
descri bed, on or about 18 Novenber 1957, Appellant wongfully
created a di sturbance by using | oud, profane and obscene | anguage;
this was in the presence of a female visitor; and Appell ant
wrongfully di sobeyed a | awful order of the vessel's Master.

At the hearing, Appellant was represented by counsel of his
own choice. He entered a plea of not guilty to the charge and each
specification. Both the investigating Oficer and Appell ant
i ntroduced in evidence the testinony of w tnesses and docunentary
exhibits. Appellant testified in his behalf.

After considering the evidence, the Exam ner rendered the
decision in which he concluded that the charge and three
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speci fications had been proved, but that the first two
specifications were considered to be nerged as one offense. An
order was entered adnoni shing Appellant for this m sconduct.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 18 Novenber 1957, Appellant was serving as a radi o operator
on board the United States SS MORMACTEAL and acting under authority
of his License No. R 376 while the ship was in the port of
Jacksonville, Florida. During the course of the voyage, Appell ant
had been continually annoyed and aggravated by the conduct of the
ship's Second O ficer and Purser.

On 18 Novenber, Appellant used | oud, profane and obscene
| anguage while in a passageway conpl ai ni ng about the conduct of
t hese two nenbers of the crew. This |anguage was directed to the
Master but was intended to pertain to the behavior of the Second
O ficer and Purser and Appellant's opinion of these tw seanen.
The wife of one of the ship's officers was within hearing distance.

As a result of this conduct, the Master ordered Appellant to
remain on board until a Coast Guard O ficer arrived later in the
day. Appellant disobeyed this order by |leaving the ship on the sane
day before this officer canme on board.

Appel | ant has no prior record.

BASES OF APPEAL

Thi s appeal has been taken fromthe order inposed by the
Exam ner. Appellant contends that there was conspiracy agai nst him
on the ship; the Master's testinony is not reliable; the Master
made fal se charges agai nst Appellant as he has done with respect to
ot her seaman in the past; the | ogbook entries are fal se.

Character references are submtted to support Appellant's
claimthat he is not guilty.

OPI NI ON

file://l/hgsms-lawdb/Users/K nowledgeM anagement...%620R%201079%20-%201278/1104%20-%20EL DRIDGE.htm (2 of 3) [02/10/2011 11:44:57 AM]



Appeal No. 1104 - JOSEPH P. ELDRIDGE v. US - 4 August, 1959.

Thi s appeal presents nothing nore than an issue of credibility
whi ch was resol ved agai nst Appel |l ant by the Exam ner who heard and
observed the witnesses testifying at the hearing. There appears to
be no reason why his findings as to credibility should be reversed
except Appellant's general and extensive accusations agai nst the
Mast er and ot her nmenbers of the crew. This is not an adequate
basis for reversal. The Exam ner's findings, conclusions and order
are sust ai ned.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at New York, New York, on 14
May 1958, is AFFI RVED.

A. C. R chnond
Vice Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmandant

Dated at Washington, D.C., this 4th day of August, 1959.

*xxxx END OF DECI SION NO. 1104 ****=*
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