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U.S. House Approves Chairman Don Young’s Amendment

To Restore Office Of National Preparedness In FEMA;

Amendment Also Protects FEMA’s Core Natural Disaster Response Missions Within Department of Homeland Security

 


Washington, D.C. - An amendment to the Homeland Security legislation that restored the Office of National Preparedness (ONP) to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) was approved by the U.S. House of Representatives.

The amendment to the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (H.R. 5005) was authored by U.S. Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), the Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, which has jurisdiction over FEMA.  The amendment was approved by a voice vote.


The ONP currently operates within FEMA.  However, the House Select Committee on Homeland Security last week removed ONP from FEMA and moved it into the proposed Border and Transportation Security Division.

 

“ONP Is Essential To FEMA’s Ability To Plan For Responses

To Future Disasters”

“The ONP plays a vital role in FEMA,” Young said in a floor statement explaining his amendment.  “This important office is essential to FEMA’s ability to plan for responses to future disasters.


“They work with local and state emergency personnel to insure a smooth coordination between all levels of government and emergency responders.  They help obtain equipment for all emergency responders and train responders in the use of that equipment.  


“Their coordination of all preparedness, response and recovery efforts is absolutely essential.

“Dividing FEMA and placing its planning function under Border Security does not make sense.  Planning and coordination are an important function of FEMA and should be part of its daily operations so that FEMA can lead the response effort.”

 

Full Text Of Young’s Floor Statement

“I rise today in support of an amendment which restores the Federal Emergency Management Agency as an entity.  


“The Federal Emergency Management Agency which we all know as FEMA, is one of those independent federal agencies that does its job and does it well.  


“FEMA is on the scene after disasters of all types, both natural and manmade, to provide a wide variety of services to victims of disasters.  


“They also play an important role in preventing disasters by working with and educating the public in ways to develop and live in areas that are disaster prone.  


“Their advanced planning and training with local and state disaster response agencies insures good coordination at the time that coordination can make all the difference in terms of lives saved.  


“I believe that if we are not careful in drafting this legislation properly, we are going to take an agency that has actually worked well and turn it into one of those federal agencies that does not work.


“The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, under House Rule Ten, has jurisdiction over “federal management of emergencies and natural disasters”.    


“The Committee’s formal recommendation included amendments that would have kept FEMA as an independent agency and retained its independent status so that it could continue the outstanding job as it has done in the past.  


“However, the Select Committee recommended that FEMA be moved to the Department of Homeland Security and that all of FEMA, except the Office of National Preparedness, be placed under the Undersecretary for Emergency Preparedness and Response.    


“The Select Committee split off the Office of National Preparedness and put it under the Border and Transportation Security Division.


“The Office of National Preparedness or ONP plays a vital role in FEMA.

“This important office is essential to FEMA’s ability to plan for responses to future disasters.


“They work with local and state emergency personnel to insure a smooth coordination between all levels of government and emergency responders.  


“They help obtain equipment for emergency responders and trainer responders in the use of that equipment.  


“Their coordination of all these efforts is absolutely essential.

“Dividing up FEMA and placing its planning function under Border Security does not make sense.  


“Planning and coordination are an important function of FEMA and should be part of its daily operations so that FEMA can lead the response effort. 

“The amendment would also insure that FEMA carries out all of its statutory missions, not just those related to homeland security.

“The majority of FEMA’s time and resources involves planning for and responding to natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornados, earthquakes, floods, blizzards, and forest fires.  

“There is a tremendous amount of concern that FEMA must be ready and prepared for these natural disasters that occur with far more frequency than disasters that are produced by act of man.

“This amendment would insure that adequate resources are directed at these other missions.

“The amendment would also continue FEMA’s role as the lead agency for the federal response plan established under presidential executive orders.”
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