Appeal No. 659 - JUAN A. SANCHEZ v. US - 23 April, 1953.

In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-769982
| ssued to: JUAN A. SANCHEZ

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

659
JUAN A. SANCHEZ

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137.11-1.

On 9 Decenber, 1952, an Exam ner of the United States Coast
Guard at New York, New York, revoked Merchant Mariner's Docunent
No. Z-769982 issued to Juan A Sanchez upon finding himguilty of
m sconduct based upon a specification alleging in substance that
while serving as utilityman on board the American USNS A. W
GREELEY under authority of the docunent above described, on or
about 10 August, 1952,while said vessel was in the port of
Br ener haven, Germany, he wongfully had in his possession certain
narcotics; to wt, marijuana.

At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the
nature of the proceedings, the rights to which he was entitled and
the possible results of the hearing. Appellant was represented by
an attorney of his own selection and he entered a plea of "quilty"
to the charge and specification proffered against him

Ther eupon, the Investigating Oficer nmade his opening
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statenment and counsel for Appellant submtted a statenment in
mtigation on behalf of his client. Counsel stated that although
Appel | ant adm tted havi ng been a habitual user of narijuana, he has
purged hinself of the offense of the use of marijuana and he has
been sufficiently punished by serving the nmaxi mum i nprisonnment of
three nonths. Therefore, counsel feels that a probationary period
woul d better serve the ends of justice.

As a result of the plea of "guilty," no evidence was offered
by the Investigating Oficer.

At the conclusion of the hearing, having given both parties an
opportunity to submt proposed findings and concl usions, the
Exam ner announced his finding and concl uded that the charge had
been proved by plea. He then entered the revoking Appellant's
Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-769982 and all other |icenses,
certificates of service and docunents issued to this Appellant.

Thi s appeal has been taken "fromthe findings of fact and
concl usions of |aw' of the Exam ner.

Based upon ny exam nation of the record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 10 August, 1952, Appellant was serving as utilityman on
board the Anmerican USNS A. W GREELEY and acting under authority of
his Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-769982 while the ship was at
Br ener haven, GCer many.

Wi | e going ashore on this date, Appellant was searched and
three marijuana cigarettes were found on his person. Appellant was
tried for this offense before the United States Court of the Allied
Hi gh Comm ssion for Germany. He was convicted and sentenced to
t hree nonths' inprisonnent.

OPI NI ON

In view of Appellant's plea of "guilty," there is no nerit in
the only point which he has raised on appeal. Since ny review of
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the record has disclosed no defect in the proceedi ngs, the order of
revocation, which is required in the case of all seanen who are
proven to be narcotics offenders, will be sustained.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at New York, New York, on 9

Decenber, 1952, is AFFI RVED.
Merlin O Neil
Vice Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmandant

Dat ed at Washington, D. C, this 23rd day of April, 1953.

***xx* END OF DECI SION NO. 659 *****
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