Appeal No. 523 - JEROME A. SEVERE v. US - 19 October, 1951.

In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-519831
| ssued to: JEROVE A. SEVERE

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

523
JEROME A. SEVERE

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137. 11-1.

On 14 August, 1951, an Exam ner of the United States Coast
GQuard at New Ol eans, Louisiana, revoked Merchant Mariner's
Docunent No. Z-519831 issued to Jerone A. Severe upon finding him
guilty of m sconduct based upon two specifications alleging in
substance that while serving as w per on board the Anerican SS
TILLI E LYKES under authority of the docunent above descri bed, on or
about 13 Cctober, 1950, while said vessel was in the port of San
Franci sco, California, he wongfully had in his possession certain
narcotics; to wit, marijuana; and on various days throughout the
voyage of above vessel, he wongfully used about el even narijuana
cigarettes.

At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the
nature of the proceedings, the rights to which he was entitled and
t he possible results of the hearing. Although advised of his right
to be represented by counsel of his own selection, Appellant
voluntarily elected to waive that right and act as his own counsel.
He entered a plea of "guilty" to the charge and each specification
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proffered against him

Ther eupon, the Investigating Oficer nmade his opening
statenment and Appellant stated in mtigation that he has a famly
to support and that he is in considerable debt due to a recent
death in his famly.

At the conclusion of the hearing, having given both parties an
opportunity to submt argunents as well as proposed findings and
concl usions, the Exam ner announced his findings and concl uded t hat
t he charge had been proved by plea and entered the order revoking
Appel l ant's Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-519831 and all ot her
| i censes, certificates of service and docunents issued to this
Appel l ant by the United States Coast CGuard or its predecessor
aut hority.

Fromthat order, this appeal has been taken, and it is urged
t hat Appel |l ant has never been in any trouble during his six years
at sea; that he is in dire financial straits and has a famly; that
he has never used marijuana before or since the tinme of this
of fense; and that he wll never use narijuana again. There are
also three letters of recommendati on which were submtted as part
of the appeal.

Based upon nmy exam nation of the record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 13 Cctober, 1950, Appellant was serving as w per on board
the Anerican SS TILLIE LYKES and acting under authority of his
Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-519831 while the ship was in the
port of San Francisco, California.

On this date, a Port Patrol O ficer apprehended Appellant with
four marijuana cigarettes in his possession. Appellant admtted
having rolled fifteen marijuana cigarettes and havi ng snoked the
ot her eleven during the voyage to this port. Appellant was
convicted in the Superior Court for the State of California for
having marijuana in his possession. He pleaded "quilty" and was
sentenced to inprisonnent for a period of thirty days.
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OPI NI ON

As stated by the Examner, it has been the consistent policy
of the Coast Guard to revoke seanmen's docunents when there has been

any association with narcotics. It is believed that this course of
action is required by the statutory duty of the Coast CGuard to
preserve |lives and property at sea. |[|ndividual hardshi ps cannot be

permtted to cause a deviation fromthis policy since the |ives of

many seanen woul d be exposed to danger when sailing on ships where

there is marijuana or other narcotics aboard and susceptible to use
whi ch often produces violent results.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated 14 August, 1951, shoul d be,
and it is, AFFIRVED.

A. C. R chnond
Rear Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Act i ng Commandant

Dat ed at Washington, D. C, this 19th day of October, 1951.
***x%  END OF DECI SION NO 523 ****x*
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