Appeal No. 406 - JOHN HENRY NANTON v. US - 21 December, 1949.

In the Matter of Certificate of Service No. E-573074
| ssued to: JOHN HENRY NANTON

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

406
JOHN HENRY NANTON

Thi s appeal cones before ne in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations
137. 11-1.

On 3 Cctober, 1949, Appell ant appeared before an Exam ner of
the United States Coast Guard at New York City to answer a charge
of "m sconduct" supported by a specification alleging that while
Appel | ant was serving as Oficers' Steward on board the Anerican SS
URUGUAY, under authority of Certificate of Service No. E-573074, he
had in his possession, on or about 20 Septenber, 1949, a certain
narcotic drug, to wit, marijuana, contrary to |aw.

At the hearing, Appellant was duly informed as to the nature
of the proceeding, the rights to which he was entitled and the
possi bl e outcone of the hearing. Appellant voluntarily waived his
right to representation by counsel and elected to act in his own
behal f; pleading "guilty" to the charge and specification. After
the I nvestigating Oficer had conpleted his opening statenent and
Appel | ant had been given an opportunity to nmake a statenent in his
def ense, the Exam ner found the charge and specification "proved by
pl ea" and entered an order revoking Appellant's Certificate of
Service No. E-573074 and all other docunments, certificates, and
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| i censes issued to himby the United States Coast Cuard.

The appeal is in effect a plea for clenency based on
Appel lant's prior clear record as a seaman; that he has a dependent
wi fe and child; and that he is unable to obtain satisfactory
enpl oynent ashore.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 20 Septenber, 1949, Appellant was serving as a nenber of
the crewin the capacity of Oficers' Steward on board the Anmerican
SS URUGUAY, under authority of his Certificate of Service No.
E-573074, while the ship was docked in New York, preparing to sail
on a foreign voyage. On this date, as Appellant was | eaving the
vessel, he was stopped by a port patrol officer and one narijuana
cigarette was discovered on Appellant's person. He admtted the
cigarette belonged to him that he had purchased it earlier in the
day at New York but had forgotten it when he boarded the URUGUAY to
sign articles.

Appel | ant stated that he has been snoking marijuana for about
a year, but denies that it has becone a habit.

OPI NI ON

It is the well-established policy of the United States Coast
Guard to exercise its authority to revoke seanen's docunents when
that action is necessary to preserve discipline and safety aboard
Anerican nerchant vessels. It has been learned frombitter
experience that users of marijuana becone so irresponsible and
dangerous that their presence is a definite and constant threat not
al one to thensel ves but to the safety of their shipnmates.
Appel l ant's adm ssion that he has used nmarijuana for about a year
permts no deviation fromthe policy stated above; and though it is
nost unfortunate that innocent persons may suffer hardshi p because
of Appellant's m sconduct, that responsibility is his, and shoul d
have been consi dered before he undertook to use a narcotic which
has been denounced by the Coast Guard as well as the Departnent of
Commer ce for many years.
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CONCLUSI ON AND ORDER

No good reason has been presented by this appeal justifying
nodi fication of the Order of the Exam ner dated 3 Cctober, 1949,
and said Order is AFFI RVED.

J. F. Farley
Admral, United States Coast Guard
Conmandant

Dat ed at Washington, C. C, this 21st day of Decenber,
1949.
***x* END OF DECI SION NO 406 ****x*
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