Appea No. 1149 - Jack Roman v. US - 1 March, 1960.

In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-625304-D1 and
all other Seanan Docunents
| ssued to: Jack Roman

DECI SI ON OF THE COMVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

1149
Jack Roman

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations
137. 11-1.

By order dated 25 June 1959, an Exam ner of the United States
Coast Guard at Phil adel phia, Pennsylvani a revoked Appellant's
seaman docunents upon finding himaguilty of m sconduct based on his
plea of guilty to a single specification. The specification
all eges that while serving as a fireman-water-tender on the United
States SS ADOLPH SPERLI NG under authority of the docunent above
described, on 16 and 17 April 1959, Appellant wongfully used
marijuana while the ship was in the port of Calcutta, I|ndia.

At the hearing, Appellant elected to act as his own counsel.
He entered a plea of guilty to the charge and specification.
Appel l ant admtted that he snoked hashish (marijuana) cigarettes
due to "norbid curiosity” while he was ashore at Cal cutta.
Appel l ant stated that this was an accepted practice in India and,
therefore, he did not understand why there was any harmin having
done this in India.
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On appeal, Appellant states that after he drank Hi ndu
noonshi ne, the natives gave himthe hashish to cure his hangover.
Appel | ant pleads for leniency with the promse that he will never
make this m stake again if his docunent is returned.

As a result of being charged with the offense of narcotic
addi ction in 1952, Appellant's docunent was revoked with the
provision that it would be returned to himif he produced a fit for
duty certificate within three nonths. Appellant obtained such a
certificate and his docunent was returned to himin accordance wth
the exam ner's order in that case.

OPI NI ON

Appel l ant is apparently |aboring under the m sconception that
t here should be no objection to seanen using narcotics ashore in
foreign ports where it is not unlawful. On the contrary, there has
been a concerted effort to keep seanen off United States nerchant
vessel if they have been involved wth narcotics under any
ci rcunstances. Wiether narcotics are used at a place where it is
| awful or unlawful, this is considered to be a serious act of
m sconduct by a seaman because of the constant threat that such a
person presents to safety at sea while serving on a ship. He
m ght, at any tinme, use narcotics while on board and commt one or
nore of the many acts of extrene violence attributable to users of
narcoti cs.

Appel lant's prior record indicates the probability that this
I nci dent was not first experience with narcotics. There is
absolutely no basis for returning Appellant's docunent to him at
this tine in the future. He has already had one nore chance than
Is usually given to narcotics offenders.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a,
on 25 June 1959, is AFFI RVED.

A. C. R chnond
Vice Admral, United States Coast Guard
Commandant
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Dat ed at Washington, D. C, this 1lst day of March 1960.
*x*%x*x  END OF DECI SION NO. 1149 *****
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