August 20, 2004

Dear LEGARE Family,

It has been another long patrol for the crew of the LEGARE and we are all excited to return home to our family and friends.  I couldn’t have asked for much more during my first patrol as Commanding Officer on this great ship.  Just a few days before getting underway, we received new tasking to participate in two multi-national military exercises; UNITAS and PANAMAX 2004.  This new direction enabled the LEGARE to steam south of the equator (not usual territory for Coast Guard ships) to work with naval vessels from Chile, Argentina, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Panama and Peru.  The professional and cultural experiences will leave a positive and lasting impression on all of us.  It should make for entertaining stories back at the dinner table!

Upon departing Portsmouth on 24 June, we traveled south and transited through the Panama Canal to the Pacific Ocean for our first stop in Callao, Peru to participate in UNITAS.  The purpose of UNITAS is for U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Navy ships to conduct joint military exercises with our southern neighbors to increase multi-lateral cooperation and facilitate maritime safety and security in the region.  The exercise was an overall success and the lessons gleaned from this operation will contribute to greater levels of military cooperation and maritime partnerships in the future.

While in Peru, LEGARE crewmembers voluntarily spent the day at a small public school near the city of Lima.  The LEGARE team chipped in to help with greatly needed painting and renovations at this school and also distributed over $2,400 worth of material, including skateboards, rollerblades, helmets, stuffed animals and toiletries, on behalf of Project Handclasp.  These gifts went directly to the less fortunate children in this area of Peru.

Upon completing UNITAS, LEGARE sailed back through the Panama Canal to the Atlantic Ocean to engage in the PANAMAX 2004 exercise.  This exercise, another multi-national engagement, was focused on defending the maritime approaches to the Panama Canal against mock terrorist vessels; a very realistic and dangerous threat to our hemisphere and the world economy at large.  Working with the USS CROMMELIN and naval vessels from many other nations, the LEGARE conducted day and night small boat and helicopter operations in this intense scenario.  LEGARE was picked to board a mock terrorist vessel that was suspected of carrying terrorist leaders and our crew turned in a great performance.  During the middle of the night, in rough seas, we launched our small-boat and delivered a boarding party to the heaving decks of the suspect vessel.  Once onboard, our boarding team quickly found the “suspected terrorist” and prevented the vessel from reaching the Panama Canal.  Mission accomplished!

Like in Peru, LEGARE crewmembers selflessly gave their liberty time to assist in the repairs of a school in Buena Vista, Panama.  We removed trash, unused concrete blocks, weeds and a one hundred foot long fence to create a more safe area for the school children to play.  We also cleared out trash-filled rooms, the central courtyard as well as painted four rooms and the front of the school.  The crew’s enthusiasm and dedication, even during a strenuous patrol, reflected on the high quality of all our LEGARE sailors.

During this patrol, we received several new shipmates who we are welcoming to the LEGARE family.  We also said goodbye to our former Executive Officer, LCDR Kevin Lopez, and welcomed our new one, LCDR Mark Fedor.  I certainly hope all of the new family members are settling in to the Hampton Roads area and I look forward to meeting many of you in the future.  As we look ahead, we have a three-month maintenance period which will keep us home for a well-deserved break.  While our inport period will be busy, at least we’ll be home with our families.  






Sincerely,






W. R. MEESE






Commanding Officer

