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Announcements


Congratulations on your 


Re-enlistment, ET2 Starling!





Congratulations to BM3 Richard and Christy Nelson, who celebrated their 1yr. anniversary on May 17!





June:


Happy Birthday to Kyle, son of Danielle and BM2 Meadows.





Happy Anniversary to Captain and Lois Semrau, DS2 and Holly Henry, MKCS and Joanne Carpenter, MK1 and Leah Paquette, and to BMC and Erin Pollock.





July:





Happy Birthday to:


Vance Jr., son of ET1 and Djina Barskile


Andrew, son of FS1 and Katie Burgener


Cassidy, daughter of BM2 and Danielle Meadows


Francheska, daughter of SN and Yolanda Monserrat


Caitlynne, daughter of BM3 and Christy Nelson


William and Willie III, sons of DC1 and Nicole Ward.


Happy Anniversary to SK3 and Kristen Ortiz, and to BM1 and Gary Auslam.





CAPTAIN’S CORNER	  13 June 2004


							    Caribbean Sea    


To our GALLATIN family,





It has been a productive patrol for your loved ones aboard GALLATIN and their spirits remain high.  I can proudly attest to the fact that they rise to the challenge each time we’re confronted with a challenging case.  The crew recently enjoyed a well-deserved, 3-day respite at Ocho Rios on the north coast of Jamaica and I believe that stop did all of us a lot of good following several weeks of constantly changing operations and training.  Frequent logistics stops at Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, just don’t quite compare.  For the most part, the weather has been pleasant down here with no hurricane warnings to contend with.  In fact, today was especially beautiful with calm winds and seas; the crew took advantage with a swim call.  Though, we did experience one period of high winds and seas, fog and rain.  This was the same low-pressure system that dumped heavy rains on Haiti resulting in terrible floods and mud slides, which unfortunately resulted in hundreds of deaths and only increased the suffering of thousands who were already barely hanging on to life.  





As you may know, GALLATIN is serving as Command Task Unit Windward Passage, responsible for tasking aircraft and the other cutters assigned to this area under Operation ABLE SENTRY.  The purpose of this patrol is to locate, interdict and repatriate migrants attempting to enter the United States illegally.  Mostly, our focus has been on Haitian migrants as the new Haitian government rebuilds and the U.S. turns peacekeeping duties over to a U.N. multinational force headed by Brazil.  





To summarize our operations up to this point, 823 Haitians have been rescued at sea and returned to Haiti since April 23rd.  GALLATIN has also conducted about 25 boardings of vessels of all types, size and nationality ensuring compliance with federal and international laws, and to ensure that vessels bound for U.S. ports are conducting legitimate trade and harbor no terrorist intentions.  We’ve seen four mass migration cases in which grossly overloaded Haitian sail vessels 40-50 feet in length, with as many as 380 people on a single vessel, attempted a perilous journey to the U.S.  GALLATIN interdicted two of the four totaling 306 migrants, and has sank four vessels with gunfire as unseaworthy, unsanitary, and hazards to navigation.  GALLATIN also intercepted and escorted a suspected drug smuggler, a Haitian coastal freighter, back to Port Au Prince for a thorough dockside boarding.  Though no drugs were found, there was strong evidence of recent cocaine smuggling.   (continued)








Save Valuable Resources!


For your convenience, the newsletter is now available (in Microsoft Word format) via e-mail.  Simply send An e-mail, including your name & the crewmember’s name to �HYPERLINK "mailto:Adollahan@aol.com"��Adollahan@aol.com�.   You can also view it on our website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cutter/gallatin/" ��http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cutter/gallatin/�.





Gallatin Family Support Team


Ombudsman:





Audra Dollahan


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Adollahan@aol.com" ��Adollahan@aol.com�





Phone Tree:


Khristie Starling


Arin Hunter


Christy Nelson


Erin Pollock


Katie Burgener











CAPTAIN’S CORNER (continued)





Most recently, we intercepted two Haitian sail vessels with 19 and 15 people aboard, respectively.    The first was attempting to sail to the U.S. to look for work; they were turned back to Haiti and GALLATIN followed them back into Haitian territorial seas.  The second vessel was in poor condition experiencing problems with its rudder and mainmast, and had at least a foot of seawater in the main hold.  We removed these people and, with a little innovative thinking by my boat crew, safely returned them to a small fishing village on the south side of a large island off the north coast of Haiti.  The boat crew enlisted the assistance of a local villager with a small skiff and outboard motor…a bit of a rarity among mostly sail vessels that were either anchored or beached there.   





During this patrol, I have had to say goodbye to many fine men and women as they move on to other challenges.  I especially thank my XO, CDR Graham Stowe, and OPS, LT Chris Delamere, both moving on to afloat commands of their own, and EO, LCDR Mike Cocklin, moving to the Afloat Training Group Mayport, FL.  I also welcome my new XO, CDR Matt Sibley, and his family, from the Headquarters Personnel Command, my new OPS, LT Alain Balmaceda, and his family, from Civil Engineering Unit Oakland, CA, and my new EO, LCDR(sel) Charles Miller, and his family, from NESU Charleston.     





I have named a new Command Chief as Master Chief Sylvester prepares to transfer.  BMC Stephen Pollock, our Navigation Division Chief, will assume the role for at least the next 3 months until such time as the new CO, CAPT Michael Parks, makes his own selection during his tenure.  I chose Chief Pollock for his fine leadership, character, initiative and dedication to both the ship and crew.  His photo and bio are available on our internet website.   I want to thank Master Chief Sylvester for his devotion to this important role.  





On behalf of the crew of GALLATIN, I sincerely thank all of you, our families, for your many sacrifices, your guidance and support, so that we can continue to serve our country.  See you in July.  





				God Bless You,





            CAPT William J. Semrau 


            Commanding Officer 





8 Keys to Military Family Success


1.  INVOLVEMENT.  Show interest in one another’s lives.  If one or both parents must be away from home for periods of time, stay in touch by letter, phone, or type.  


2.  RESPECT.  Accept difference of opinion without being judgmental or highly critical.


3.  ENCOURAGEMENT.  Support each other and be good listeners to promote understanding and self-worth.


4.  SERVICES.  Make use of your installation’s family center for support and information on family life.  Take advantage of special programs and activities the military provides.  


5.  TIME.  Share meals, do household chores together, and enjoy recreational activities as a family.


6.  SHARE.  Involve all family members in responsibilities and decisions about issues affecting the family.


7.  READINESS.  Devise a family plan in order to be prepared for deployments and other changes common to military life.  


8.  PRIDE.  Celebrate one another’s successes.  Encourage family members to be their best.





From The Bureau for At Risk Youth





A NOTE FROM YOUR OMBUDSMAN





A lot of exciting things are happening during this deployment. I am pleased to announce Katie Burgener has volunteered to serve on the Gallatin Family Support Team as Activities Coordinator.  Katie has been doing a great job of planning get togethers for spouses and families, and I am thankful for all of her assistance.  Laurie Capps has volunteered to form a Family Support Group, which will be officially formed in the fall.  Both of these new developments will provide more opportunities for spouses and families to support one another during deployments.





The summer is always a time of change for us, and many are leaving the Gallatin Family and many new crewmembers and their families are joining us.  For those of you leaving, we wish you well in your next station.  We also welcome the families and spouses who are new to the area.  As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you need assistance of any kind.


-Audra Dollahan








Free Movies!


Cinema One Naval 


Weapons Station Theater


Call 764-7516 for showtimes 


and current selections!





This coupon is good for staying up 30 minutes past your bedtime.





This coupon is good for special time together (you pick the activity).








ACTIVITY SCHEDULE





June 26th  Family BBQ and Cookie Exchange


Katie Burgener’s House 1:00 PM


Bring a dish for the BBQ and bring a cookie (Home-made or store bought).  Everyone takes some of each to mail to their loved ones.





RSVP and Directions: �HYPERLINK "mailto:kburgener@aol.com" \o "mailto:kburgener@aol.com"��kburgener@aol.com� or 


�HYPERLINK "mailto:kamandgav1@comcast.net" \o "mailto:kamandgav1@comcast.net"��kamandgav1@comcast.net�





Also coming soon – a Family


Trip to Short Stay, the 


Military “freshwater 


beach”


On the Lake in 


Moncks Corner, about an 


45 minutes  from base.  


Please e-mail Audra if 


you are interested!





Care Packages


Care packages can be mailed to the following address.  Crewmembers will receive mail only while in port, so please remember delivery takes time.  Packages shoebox size or smaller are acceptable.





Crewmember’s Name


USCGC Gallatin (WHEC 721)


P.O. Box 150016


Charleston, SC  29415-5016





They can be mailed for free by dropping them off at shipping and receiving at the NESU base, or join in one of our group mailers and save yourself a trip!


Ideas for what to send:


Photos- of you, the kids, and places you have gone! Greeting Cards	Fudge			Magazines Taped TV Shows	Candy	/Gum		Games


Jokes			Coupons		Movies


Newspaper Clippings		Kids’ Report Cards Kids’ Crafts and Artwork		Car/Boat Models


Shampoo/Deodorant 	Voice Letters on Tape


		





RECIPE CORNER





German Scalloped Potatoes 


Contributed by Susan Hampton


  


Ingredients:


5 c. (24 ozs.) diced cooked unpeeled potatoes 


3/4 c. chopped onion


3/4 c. chopped celery 


1/4 c. Hormel Bacon Bits 


1 (10 3/4-oz. can) Healthy Request Cream of Celery Soup 


1/4 c. white vinegar 


1/4 c. pourable Sugar Twin


1 tspn prepared mustard


 (serves 6)





Directions: 





Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray an 8x8" baking dish


with butter-flavored cooking spray. In a large bowl,


combine potatoes, onion, celery, and bacon bits. In a


small bowl, combine celery soup, vinegar,


Sugar Twin, and mustard. Add soup mixture to potato 


mixture. Mix well to combine. Spread mixture into


prepared baking dish. Cover and bake for 45 minutes.


Uncover and continue baking for 10-15 minutes. 


Place baking dish on a wire rack and let set for 5


minutes. 











This coupon is good for one pizza dinner.





This coupon is good for skipping one chore.





This coupon is good for a game of _____________.





This coupon is good for 1 extra hour of telephone, TV, or video games.





Naval Weapons Station Workshops





Baby Basics 		July 13 0900-1200





Breast Feeding 	June 28 and July 19  1300-1500


Infant Child CPR 	June 29 and July 27, 0900-1200


Infant Massage 	June 24, 0930-1100





Training Wheels  	June 24,  0930-1100





Family Affair  	June 29, 0900-1200





Anger Management  July 13  1330-1600 


 June 17  0900-1130





Stress Management   July 6 and 20  


  1300-1600





Teen Jive 		July 14 and 28  1600





Advanced Resume Writing  


July 7 1330-1430





Weapons Station Orientation 


July 22  0900-1100





Job Fair  		July 23  1200-1400





Playmornings Every Wednesday 0930-1100





*All workshops are free and held on base.  Most are at the Fleet and Family Support Services building, though Playmornings is at the MENRIV community center.  Contact Fleet and Family Support Services at  764-7480 for more information. 





July 4th Picnic








The Veterans of C.Q. Williams Veterans Memorial American Legion Post 79 invite the spouses and children of deployed servicemen and women to join us and our families at our annual 4th of July picnic.  





Please join us on Sunday, July 4th, between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm at the American Legion Post, located in West Ashley at 1747 Ashley Hall Rd., Between Orange 


Grove Rd. and Raoul 


Wallenberg Blvd.  Children’s


activities will also be hosted.  


Please RSVP to Audra 


@ �HYPERLINK "mailto:adollahan@aol.com."��adollahan@aol.com.�





TAX FREE SHOPPING DAYS!  $


Back to school supplies will be tax-free on August 6th, 7th, & 8th.  Mark your Calendars!








