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Inside F Y I Topics:
a. Storm Preparedness

b. Reserve Mobilization

STORM PREPAREDNESS


BEFORE THE STORM

DISASTER CAN STRIKE ANYTIME, ANYWHERE!

This year's hurricane season is upon us. It is up to you to prepare your homes, property, children and pets in the event of a hurricane evacuation. Do you know where to go? What to keep stored? Which routes to take in event of an evacuation?  

Phase One:


Create a Family Action Plan.  Keep in mind your basic needs. Ensure you have an adequate storage of food, water, clothing and emergency supplies (first aid kit, flashlights, etc.) Think extra cash, transportation, food, clothing, and arrange shelter before you evacuate.
Phase Two:

During the hurricane, you may experience electricity and telephone outages, and have contaminated water or no water and no access to any roads. Expect damage and major delays in all public service areas. Worst scenario: How and where do we seek shelter if our home is destroyed?

WATCH THE WEATHER!


Keeping informed during a storm is extremely important. It will enable you to prepare for and react to the storm -- before, during and after.  Listen to your local news and know the difference between a hurricane watch and a warning.

Hurricane Watch:


A Hurricane Watch is issued when there is a threat of hurricane conditions within 24-36 hours.

Hurricane Warning:


A Hurricane Warning is issued when hurricane conditions (winds of 74 miles per hour or greater or dangerously high water and rough seas) are imminent and expected in 24 hours or less.



Before the start of a hurricane, certain basic items must be set aside. These are:

· Get Cash … don’t wait until the last minute (go early!)

· Emergency supplies. (First aid kit, clothes, water, etc.)

· Flashlight (in working order)

· Car fueled at least to ¾ of the tank at all times.

· A battery operated radio or TV

· Know your evacuation route and have a plan in case your family gets separated (meeting location)
DAMAGE PREVENTION MEASURES. 


Investing in a few preventive steps now on your home will help reduce the impact of hurricane damage on them for the future. Such steps as the installation of shutters on every window and the strengthening of unreinforced masonry walls will help to reduce any major damage to your home. For more information on other possible steps, contact your local emergency management office.

If you don’t have a Storm Plan

These web sites will help you.


Evacuation, Shelters, and Pet Web-sites:

www.scan21.com/hurricanemain.html
www.scan21.com/selectcounty.html 

www.fema.gov/fema/petsf.htm
American Red Cross:

Charleston, SC ………….
(843) 744-8021

Georgetown, SC ………..
(843) 546-5422

Savannah, GA …………..
(912) 651-5300
ext. 1

GA/SC AREA PET FRIENDLY HOTELS

www.charlestoncounty.org/Departments//EPD/Animal
www.petbynet.com/services/hotels
DURING THE STORM

A storm reported as a hurricane threat is a signal to prepare your home.  If it is a warning take the following precautions:

· Monitor a battery-operated radio or television for hurricane progress reports.

· 
Outdoor objects, such as lawn furniture, toys, and garden tools should be brought in and stored. Other moveable objects that cannot be stored should be anchored down securely.

· Close all windows and board them up. Remove outside antennas.

· Turn refrigerator and freezer to coldest settings. Open only when absolutely necessary and close quickly.

· Store drinking water in clean bathtubs, jugs, and bottles.

· Review evacuation plan.

· VIDEO TAPE your property and home (inside and out); for post-storm insurance home/property claims

· Moor boats securely or move them to a trailer. Use tie-downs to anchor trailer to the ground or house.

REMEMBER! When a hurricane watch begins you have only 24 hours to prepare and evacuate if necessary. 

· Monitor a battery-operated radio or television for official instructions.

· If in mobile home, check tie-downs and evacuate immediately.

· Place valuable documents in a waterproof container and on the highest level of your home.

· Avoid elevators.

If at home during the hurricane:

· Stay inside, away from windows, skylights, and glass doors.

· Keep a supply of flashlights and extra batteries handy. Avoid using open flames, such as candles and kerosene lamps, as a source of light.

· If power is lost, turn off major appliances to reduce power " surge" when electricity is restored.

If officials indicate evacuation:

· Leave as soon as possible. I-26 and other major roads get clogged if you wait.  Avoid flooded roads and watch for washed-out bridges.

· Secure your home by unplugging appliances and turning off electricity and the main water valve.

· Tell someone outside of the storm area where you are going.

· If time permits, and you live in an identified surge zone, elevate furniture to protect it from flooding or better yet, move it to a higher floor.

· Bring pre-assembled emergency supplies and warm protective clothing. Take blankets and sleeping bags to shelter.

· Lock- up homes and leave the area.


Coast Guard Evacuation Activities:


You are encouraged to COMPLY with military or civil ordered evacuations. However, the decision to evacuate is ultimately yours. Following emergency plans, Coast Guard Units and their dependents will normally be evacuated to the unit's designated safe haven (Charleston’s safe haven is designated as Atlanta, GA).


It is the Coast Guard's policy to reimburse members for the cost of relocating themselves and their families only when the Seventh District Commander orders an evacuation.  It is important to understand that civil authorities OR local DoD Military Commanders may recommend or order an evacuation and the District Commander may not. Our entitlement allowances are only authorized when the District Commander orders an evacuation (no authorization, no entitlement).


The following classes of personnel are eligible for the evacuation entitlements in the event one is authorized.

· Active duty personnel (includes reserves currently performing active duty for 30 days or more).

· Civilian employees; AND
· Dependents of Active Duty and Civilian Employees (as validated on the Emergency Evacuation Personnel Information Form).
Coast Guard Designated Safe Havens.


A pre-planned designated locality where reimbursement and evacuation entitlements will be based.

(a) Charleston Area Units: 
 Atlanta, GA         

(b) Savannah Area Units: 

 Atlanta, GA

(c) Georgetown Area Units:
 Greenville, SC

Travel Reimbursement Information:


If time allows, you may be issued travel orders. However, it is likely that travel orders and other administrative items such as this will be provided after the hurricane. You should NOT expect advance payment of entitlements. You should be prepared to bear the initial expenses you incur in an evacuation, such as food and lodging. If your area is hit and sustains great damage, expect some help.  Certain relief teams will be formed.   Among other teams, a 7th District Hurricane Action Team will standup and administer personnel relief processes, i.e., such as travel orders, cash advances, and claim preparation. For travel reimbursement information visit HRSIC travel web page:  www.uscg.mil/hq/hrsic/travel.htm

AFTER THE STORM

STAY TUNED TO THE LOCAL RADIO OR TV

Help any injured or trapped persons. Give first aid where appropriate.  Do not move seriously injured persons unless they are in immediate danger of further injury. Call for help.

Return home only after authorities advise that it is safe to do so.

· Avoid loose or dangling power lines and report them immediately to the Power Company, police, or fire department.

· Enter your home with caution.

· Beware of snakes, insects, and animals driven to higher ground by floodwater.

· Open windows and all doors to ventilate and dry your         home out.

· Check refrigerated foods for spoilage.

· Take pictures for the damage, both to the house and its contents and for any insurance claims.

Drive only if absolutely necessary and avoid flooded roads and washed-out bridges.  Use telephone only for emergency calls.

INSPECTING UTILITIES IN A DAMAGED HOME


Check for gas leaks -- if you smell gas or hear blowing or hissing noise, open a window and quickly leave the building. Turn off the gas at the outside main valve if you can. Call the Gas Company from a neighbor's home. If you turn off the gas for any reason, a professional must turn it back on.  


Look for electrical system damage--If you see sparks or broken or frayed wires or if you smell burning materials turn off the electricity at the main fuse box or circuit breaker. DO NOT step in water to get to the fuse box or circuit breaker, call an electrician for advice.  


Check for sewage and water -line damages, If you suspect sewage lines are damaged avoid using the toilets, and call the plumber.  If water pipes are damaged, contact the water -company and avoid the water from the tap. You can obtain safe water by melting ice cubes.

Be sure to keep all receipts incurred for home repairs for your insurance adjustments!

RESERVE MOBILIZATION

In the event of a hurricane, an involuntary Reserve mobilization MAY be ordered to recall reservists for the emergency. 

If the hurricane hits directly our Area, all active duty Coast Guard personnel will be involved in responding to emergencies. When contacted, all Reservists who can voluntarily respond at a moments notice to the emergency, are requested to do so. In this way, they can back-fill active duty personnel who have been shifted away for the storm. Those Reservists should report to contingency locations, or their own IDT sites.

Reservists who cannot voluntarily immediately assist will be contacted and told where to report.

If the hurricane hits in another part of the AOR and your immediate community and will not be directly affected, you may still be required to assist and will be contacted.

Group Charleston ADMIN is contacting Reserves to create:

~ A short list of reservists who will be able to assist us if a hurricane hits our immediate area; and

~ A longer list of reservists who can respond and assist only if the hurricane hits another part of the AOR and your immediate community is not affected.
NEW BENEFITS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

There is a new web site address available to you on the Internet. It covers all Coast Guard “work-life” information:

~ Adoption Reimbursement
~ Addiction Help

~ Elderly Care
~ Family Advocacy

~ Food Service
~ Relocation Assistance

~ Scholarships
~ Special Needs

~ Spouse Employment
~ Transition Assistance

~ Career Development
~ CG Mutual Assistance

~ Housing Issues
~ Education & Tuition

VISIT IT: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/g-wk/wkw/index.htm
Family Matters

· Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) – ALCOAST 223/01. To qualify, complete application form CG HRSIC 2075 at http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hrsic.

· Learn about the FOOD Stamp Program, http://www.fns.usda.gov/fsp/
· WIC program – Women, Infants and Children: http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/
· Medical Benefits: http://www.tricare.osd.mil/
      http://www.mytricare.com
FEMA - FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY





Mission:  To reduce loss of life and property and protect our nation's critical infrastructure from all types of; hazards through a comprehensive, risk-based, emergency manage-ment program of mitigation to reduce the loss of life and property and protect our nation's critical, preparedness, response and recovery. For more information on prevention and after hurricane help guide log on to:  � HYPERLINK http://www.fema.gov ��www.fema.gov�











