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U.S. Coast Guard Cutter DECISIVE 




   Pascagoula, MS     
Cutter DECISIVE Returns Home from the Caribbean

PASCAGOULA, MS – The U. S. Coast Guard Cutter DECISIVE returned to her homeport of Pascagoula on Thursday, after completing an eight-week patrol in the Caribbean. This was the last deployment for the ship’s current Commanding Officer, CDR Kurt Van Horn. 
During CDR Van Horn’s tenure, DECISIVE’s crew carried out many key Coast Guard missions, including Law Enforcement, Marine Environmental Protection, Maritime Homeland Security operations, and Search and Rescue.  Overall, the ship conducted more than 100 law enforcement boardings, which ranged from safety inspections of legitimate commercial fishing vessels to high-speed interdictions of “Go-Fast” vessels engaged in narcotics smuggling.  DECISIVE successfully intercepted four such “Go-Fast” vessels and seized over 2,700 kilograms of cocaine, stopping an estimated $570 million worth of drugs from hitting the streets.  During her August 2003 patrol, DECISIVE became one of a very few Coast Guard vessels to conduct operations in both the Caribbean and eastern Pacific Ocean, and interdicted “Go-Fast” vessels on both sides of the Panama Canal during that single patrol.  In addition to law enforcement operations, the ship and crew participated in five search and rescue cases, rescuing nine people and assisting $100K in property. Most notably, DECISIVE interdicted and repatriated over 1000 undocumented Haitian and Dominican migrants attempting to illegally enter the United States.  

During the ship’s most recent deployment, DECISIVE integrated the interception capabilities of both her assigned helicopter and rigid hull inflatable boat to conduct counter-narcotics operations.  Working with a US Navy aircraft and employing her helicopter, as well as both of the ship’s small boats, DECISIVE netted one “Go-Fast” vessel that was turned over to the Republic of Panama for prosecution.  To increase effectiveness in the southern Caribbean region, DECISIVE conducted joint surveillance operations with the Colombian and Panamanian Coast Guards coordinating a multi-national operation in the vicinity of the Colombian-Panamanian border.  As a multi-mission unit, the cutter also assisted a Colombian fishing vessel, MAR PICAO, and her crew of five.  The ill-fated fishermen were adrift for ten days after their engine broke-down.  DECISIVE towed the vessel to safe harbor in Isla San Andres, Colombia for repairs.
DECISIVE, a 210-foot Medium Endurance Cutter, has a ship’s company of twelve officers, seventy enlisted crewmembers, and a four-member aviation detachment from the Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron based in Jacksonville, FL.  For more information about the ship or the Coast Guard go to: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cutter/decisive/
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