Sailors to Students 


“The College Experience” is a little different for the crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Spencer (WMEC 905). Between standing watch, daily work and the ever-present storms that frequent the North Atlantic, a portion of the men and women onboard the cutter still attend classes from Endicott College, taught by Professor Scott Frahlich.  Endicott started offering classes to active duty military members whom were deployed some time ago, but classes’ onboard cutters are still relatively new. 

Scott Frahlich has been teaching sailors while underway for more than 2 years. He holds both a bachelors degree in criminal justice from Illinois State and a Masters in higher education administration from New York University.  The first Coast Guard asset he ever taught on was the Spencer, and now he has made his way back on board. 

“I was blown away by the people I have met,” Frahlich said. “Some of the most interesting people and conversations have happened while I have been on this ship.”
“We step onto this ship and these guys come and attend class and we have a great dialogue.  It’s been very rewarding for me, I’m sure for them too, we are all learning from each other,” said Frahlich. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Frahlich, with the help of Endicott College, is offering four different courses while on the first half of this patrol. Criminal Justice, Critical Thinking, Public Speaking and Pyschology are all available for any crewmember to take. The second half of the patrol is slated to offer English, Math, Business and Entrepreneurship. This unique opportunity allows the crew to have a classroom at their disposal, even when they are hundreds of miles away from land.

Amidst the usual pipes for quarters and meals, the 1-MC can be heard blasting; “Now, Criminal Justice Class will be held in the Wardroom.” The students gather their homework, class supplies and with coffee mugs in hand, they shuffle into the makeshift lecture hall. Frahlich sits at the front of a long, covered table, usually reserved for the Officer’s Mess. He begins with a hello and the session-at-sea begins. 

“I knew traditional college wasn’t right for me,” said Petty Officer 3rd Class Henry Reed, a food service specialist on Spencer. “I knew I wanted to be a chef, the Coast Guard gave me that training and now I can pursue credits on my own.” Henry plans to attend culinary school full time after his enlistment expires in 2014. 

Petty Officer 1st Class Jessica M. Nicholson is currently taking the critical thinking class, taught by Frahlich. “I only have a little bit of time left in the Coast Guard,” said Nicholson. “I figure, while I’m here, might as well get a great head-start for my school career after I’m out.” Nicholson plans to study environmental sciences and water preservation. “The critical thinking class I’m taking is helping me think about everyday problems differently,” she said. 

While some members of the crew have taken college-level courses before, either online or attending a university, for some this is the first crack at a higher education. 
 
Chief Petty Officer James R. Accord is also taking the critical thinking class. This is his first college level course and for him, he couldn’t be happier. “I’m learning more about myself and the people I work with every session,” said Accord. “We step off the ship’s messdeck and into the classroom and for a little while we can escape the craziness of everyday operations and learn.”

 Almost a quarter of the Spencer’s crew takes advantage of classes held underway.  The commanding officer of the Spencer, Commander Geoffrey P. Gagnier is fully supportive of the program and encourages the crew to participate.  
“I remember when Mr. Frahlich came on board two years ago,” said Gagnier. “He has a special bond with this crew.”  Gagnier said that he is proud of his sailors who are taking time to further their education. “The work we do is demanding, so I love to see the crew take advantage of this golden opportunity,” said Gagnier. 

Class sessions usually last about an hour, but they seem shorter. With new assignments to complete the students leave the room.  Frahlich straightens his papers and begins preparing for the next class.  

Cutter life isn’t easy. Neither is college.  Switching hats from sailor to student requires dedication and sacrifice- something the men and women aboard the Spencer have in spades. 
