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ATLANTIC OCEAN - The crew of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance performed an at-sea rescue aboard a sailing vessel today, one hundred and eighty miles off the coast of South Carolina. A rescue crew from Coast Guard Cutter Reliance evacuated the crew of the sailing vessel Wolf, at the master’s request, due to uncontrollable flooding. 

Cutter Reliance received the distress call at approximately 5 AM this morning. The call was initiated by the vessel’s Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB).

Cutter Reliance sent their rescue team on a motor surf boat in eight to ten foot waves to reach the stricken vessel. The crew debarked the vessel immediately as several thousand gallons of water had already filled the bilge. The water was knee deep in the cabin.
The sailing vessel Wolf had lost power to its bilge pumps, and could not keep up with dewatering the vessel.
The Wolf and her crew departed Key West in route to New Jersey on the 9th of May.

Commander Webster Balding, commanding officer of Coast Guard Cutter Reliance, said of the rescue, “This rescue illustrates the importance of carrying a registered Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB). These devices are one of the best tools for a vessel in need of assistance, especially vessels operating this far from shore. This was an outstanding effort by Reliance’s motor surf boat crew and rescue and assistance team”

Coast Guard Cutter Reliance, homeported at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, is the oldest cutter in the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Fleet.
Reliance has recently concluded a forty five day patrol that included two weeks of readiness training, Fort Lauderdale Fleet Week 2008, and Alien Migrant Interdiction Operations in the Florida Straits.
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A rescue crew from Coast Guard Cutter Reliance approaches the sailing vessel Wolf.
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Reliance’s Motor Surf Boat carries the crew of the Wolf back to the Cutter Reliance.
