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USCGC RELIANCE TOWS SAILING VESSEL TO SAFETY

KEY WEST, FL – 1/5/08 – Today Coast Guard Cutter RELIANCE towed the sailing vessel TALOA to safety after it had been disabled in the Florida straits.
Yesterday at 3 PM RELIANCE got underway from Sector Key West FL to assist the disabled TALOA.

At  9 PM last night the RELIANCE arrived on scene and took the stricken vessel along side. The two passengers were rescued from the vessel by a RELIANCE rescue and assistance team.
Both people aboard were extremely fatigued after spending nearly four days adrift at sea. The master of the vessel had also sustained injuries to his hand, and was treated by RELIANCE’s emergency medical technician. 

RELIANCE took the vessel in tow at 12 AM and proceeded to the nearest safe harbor, Key West, FL.  RELIANCE released the vessel this morning to a commercial salvage company upon arrival in Key West.
Cutter RELIANCE, commissioned in 1964, is the oldest cutter serving in the Coast Guard’s Atlantic Fleet.

