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INPORT  UNDERWAY  

Thank you FN Runner for taking all the pictures 
featured in this Newsletter! 

CONGRATULATIONS DC1 
BODIE on making first 

class! 
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The morale get together was a great success!  It gave us a great opportunity to 
get off the ship and meet the Ombudsman and other Coasties families.  The 
food was delicious and the softball game was a blast!  Thank you to ET1 Parlett 
and the rest of the Morale Committee for putting together such a great event!  

 

 

 

SMALL 

BOAT OPS
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Meet Main Prop Division  

~CWO Green~MKC Torres~MK1 Huber~MK2 Berard~MK3 Hargrove~MK3 Pumo~ 

FNMK Cooper~FN Grimes~FN Guthrie~ 

Imagine a world plagued left and right by the rigors and stressors of dealing 
with broken and defeated machinery- where ships are relegated to just shells of their 
once grandiose design schemes.  A world in which many a weary machinist have 
braved, but few have had the knowledge and wherewithal to tame…  

                                         …That’s where we come in. 

 

The Main Propulsion division: A tight knit group that is the happy medium 
between hard work and play. A group of people specially devoted to the duty and 
dedicated to the work that makes the USCGC Mohawk the sea-going oddity that it is. 

 

 The role we play on this vessel takes on a greater responsibility than you could 
possibly fathom. From maintaining and overhauling the machinery plant that powers 
and propels this vessel, to being the first and sole responders to machinery casualties, 
the Main Prop division is arguably the most important reason the Mohawk maintains 
such a high level of operational readiness. 

 

…Now imagine Pavlov without his dogs, a                                       
captain without a crew, Ebony without Ivory- the 
Mohawk without us… 

 

THE END 

Written by MK3 Hargrove  
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Softball Game in GTMO
I’m pretty 
much a badass 

Top Left: ENS Godden umpping 

Top Right: SN Alejandro after being 
knocked over by Miss Murray 

Bottom Left: MK1 Caropepe 

Bottom Right: FN Smith 
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MORALE PARTY GTMO Style 

Thank you again to ET1 Jaime Parlett and the rest of the Morale 
Committee for hosting another awesome event!  The crew was able to 
relax and play volleyball, football and go swimming.  The food was 

delicious and almost the whole crew attended! 
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The Party 
Continues…. 

 

Top: ET3 Akers, 
ET2 Harling and 
OS1 Carroll grilling 

Middle: FS3 Floyd, 
GM3 Seisdedos, 
FS3 Tritel, QM2 
Jones, & FS1 
Ramos 

Bottom: MOHAWK 
Crew observing 
the blazing fire 
they ignited in the 
fire pit. 



7 | P a g e  
 

 
CO’s 

Corner 
OK, OK, OK…  I’m  a  little bit behind  in  getting 
this  edition of CO’s Corner  to my  editor,  ENS 
Trish Ohle  –  she’s  such  a  task master.   What 
have your Mohicans been up to to keep me so busy?  I’m glad you asked. 

Over the last month, the engineers worked hard on an overhaul of one of our main engines.  As a direct result of 
their  expert  skills,  the  ship has  run  flawlessly  so  far  this deployment.   As  a matter of  fact, MOHAWK  recently 
completed a successful full power trial.  If you are not an engineer, you may not realize the significance of that.  I 
have been in the Coast Guard for over 28 years now, and I have seen only TWO successful full power trials.  Those 
were done over ten years ago.  It is a rare thing with our aging fleet to be able to get the kind of performance out 
of the engines necessary to get a successful FPT.  This is an tremendous achievement for our engineers and my hat 
is off to them. 

Kudos also to the engineers for the outstanding results of our recent CG Machinery Assessment.  The assessment 
team’s outbrief  report was very  complimentary of  the  status of all of our machinery  systems on board.   Many 
systems  were  overhauled  by Mohicans  during  the  ship’s  recent  drydock.    The  exceptionally  low  number  of 
discrepancies was due wholly to the hard work and dedication of our engineers. 

We completed a number of challenging  inspections during August.   Our  small boat  inspection, communications 
assist visit, and helicopter standardization visit were all done at or near the end of our  inport period.   Our small 
boat was noted by  the  inspectors as being one of  the best boats  they had seen.   Likewise,  the Helicopter STAN 
Team spoke very highly of the professionalism of all of our crew involved in flight operations.  The Communications 
Assist Team, likewise, said our communicators were doing an outstanding job.  These inspections are important to 
ensure we’re doing things per Coast Guard Standards and doing them well.  Clearly your Mohicans are doing their 
jobs extremely well. 

On August 3rd, we had a family cookout.  A big BRAVO‐ZULU to ET1 Jaime Parlett who cooked up our low country 
boil.    It was great to have a chance to meet many of you.    If you missed the cook out, you missed a great time.  
Don’t worry if you missed it, I would like to make a family night become a regular part of our inport schedule.  We 
will get word out to you through our Ombudsman Team when the next one is.  Speaking of the Ombudsman Team, 
be  SURE  to  get  them  your  e‐mail  address  and  cell  phone  number  (you  can  either  send  it  directly  to  them  at 
MohawkOmbudsman@yahoo.com or you can send them a note to that address and ask them to contact you to 
ensure your information remains private.) if you haven’t already done so. 

As always,  it  is an honor and a privilege to sail with your husbands, wives, sons and daughters.   These men and 
women do amazing things every day.  Right now they are heavily engaged with a law enforcement case (that’s all I 
can say about that!) as well as preparations to participate in a multinational theater security cooperation exercise 
in Panama  in  the near  future.    I promise  there will be plenty of  stories  and photos  in  the next  edition of  the 
newsletter so keep your eyes peeled!  Lastly, than you, again, for all you do to support your Mohicans.  It is that 
love and support that keeps them fully engaged in their duties here on the ship, day in and day out, as we strive to 
keep America safe so far from home – at the tip of the spear serving the Shield Of Freedom.    
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        Hello  to  all  the  families  and  friends  of  the  Coast  Guard  Cutter 
MOHAWK.    First,  I would  like  to  introduce myself.    I  am  FSC Radford 
Hoffpauir  and will  serve  as  acting Command Chief  during MOHAWK’s 
late  summer/early  fall  patrol.    I  am  a  proud  husband  and  have  two 
beautiful  daugthers.  I  have  been  onboard MOHAWK  since  July  2008.  
The MOHAWK  is my  fourth  underway  unit  during my  exciting  fifteen 
year career.  The Commanding Officer and Chief Edwards have given me 
the opportunity  to serve as  the Command Chief  for  this patrol  to gain 
valuable experience; I would like to thank them both.   

We are off to a fantastic start on our patrol.  Spirits and morale 
are high.  We have been underway for almost 2 weeks and had a stop in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  While on patrol break, ET1 Parlett and the First 
Class Petty Officer Mess sponsored a softball game and held a BBQ for 
all hands at the spectacular Cable Beach.  There was beach volleyball, 
football, snorkeling and delicious food.  A few members were chased by 
iguanas but the day ended safely.  Everyone returned to the ship with 
bright smiles and appreciated the chance to relax before heading back 
to sea. 

I can’t tell you where we are headed but can say it will not be too 
long before your loved ones will get the chance to call you again.  Just 
hang in there a little bit longer, and that phone will be ringing before 
you know it.   

In closing I would like to say that I am here for the crew and 
families of the Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK.  If there is anything I can 
do for you please do not hesitate to contact me.  My email address is 
Radford.w.Hoffpauir@uscg.mil.  Thank you for allowing your loved ones 
to be my shipmates.  It is my honor to serve beside each and everyone 
on them.  Your support and sacrifices do not go unnoticed. 
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Newest additions to our CG Family 
Kaitlyn Ann Andzelik 

OS2 Ryan Andzelik’s newborn daughter 

 

Kaitlyn Ann was born on April 
15th 2009 at Key West 
Medical.  She was born 6lbs 
12oz 19.5in.  Kaitlyn is the 
baby sister of Elizabeth Marie-
Louise Andzelik who will be 3 
on September 26th. 

I miss you girls very much, 
Daddy will be home soon. 
Be good for Mommy. I Love 
you all! 

 

 

Jasmine Ann Vega  

OS2 Christian Vega’s newborn daughter 

 

My daughter's full name is Jasmine Ann Vega. She 
was born in Key West March 3rd and is the only 
conch baby in our entire family. She loves it when 
we take her for walks in her stroller and at this stage 
her favorite pass time is....sleeping! 
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Congratulations to the 
following personnel for 

getting qualified! 
 
BMOW: 
SN Hartman 
SN Morgan 
SN Williams 
 
Helm and Lookout: 
SN Bush 
SN Hicks 
 
Inport EOW: 
DC1 Bodie  
DC1 Moore 
 
Inport and Underway Security: 
ENS Baffer 
 
Inport OOD:  
ENS Baladad 
ENS Fogarty 
ENS Murray 
ENS Ohle  
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Welcome Aboard! 

Meet our TAD Shipmates 

SK3 Steven Bolanos 

My name is SK3 Steven Bolanos. I am currently TAD from Sector Key West. I've been in the coast guard 
for about three years now.  My two major hobbies are music and cars. On my spare time I DJ in clubs in 
Miami and Orlando.  

ENS Ryan Gomez 

On Loan from the DALLAS (WHEC-716), which hasn't been underway since 2008.  Direct Commission 
from US Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, NY.  Originally from Boise, Idaho...yup...the land locked 
state where potatoes come from.  Family of seven with three in the army.  I enjoy anything that can be 
turned into a competition.  I like eating healthy and working out every other day if I have time.  Any 
questions for me, just ask.  Thanks for taking me onboard and feeding me!  The next month should be real 
folks.   

EM2 Richard Hutchinson 

Hello All!  I am from Alabama and I like bud light.  I am TAD from Sector Key West Engineering and want to 
come back as a permanent crew member next year.   

ENS Adam Skordinski 

My father taught high school shop class in Jersey City, New Jersey, and each summer between my fourth 
and eighteenth birthday, my family and I enjoyed several thousand mile road trips in my dad’s beat up, 
underpowered Volkswagon camper.  These early exposures to America’s diverse and expansive landscape 
implanted in me a strong wanderlust.  After I graduated high school, my wish to experience new places has 
brought me to about a dozen countries and led me to study at the University of Arizona, University of 
Texas, and University of Guanajuato.  Also, during my three-year teaching career, I used my vacations to 
take backpacking, caving, and hunting trips in Arizona’s wilderness.  Over this year I have started my afloat 
career on the USCGC GALLATIN.  Currently, I am TAD onboard the MOHAWK to gain underway 
experience while my home cutter receives repairs.  Thank you Captain Hendrickson for this opportunity and 
MOHAWK crew for the quality training. 

MK1 Joseph Roller 

Hello all I would like to tell you a little more about me.  I am currently TAD here from NESU MAT DET ST. 
Petersburg.  I have been in the Coast Guard for 14 yrs; I have been stationed on the CGC Gallatin while 
she was out of  Governors Island, NY. Then from there went to MKA school and got stationed at Aids to 
Navigation Team Sabine Pass, TX. Then from there orders to CGC Venturous out of St. Petersburg, Fl 
then from there back to another ANT Team, Aids to Navigation Team Gulfport, Ms as EPO .I am currently 
stationed at MAT DET ST. Petersburg I have been there for about 6months. I am married with three 
daughters(7,11,and 13) and a cat, I will more than likely be transferring again next year, as I should be 
making E-7 off the May service wide, who knows I may be back here. Well see……… 
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Remember the community service MOHAWK helped 
with in Panama? 

This is a translated email that Captain received: 
"Good morning: This is to inform you that the work that was initiated by your 

crew of sailors, has been completed and in the coming days we will have more 
than 50 children as our guest in our church during school times.  Reverend Andy 

said: A thousand Thanks for your support and he wants all to know how 
important and significant your work/cleaning of all the rooms that will now serve 
as a daycare for these children.  On your next visit to Panama please come for a 

visit.” 
Gale Cellucci Casita de Mausi  

     
 

 


