
Ship’s History 
 
VIGOROUS was originally commissioned in May 1969, and for nearly 23 years was home ported in New 
London, CT.  However, VIGOROUS was decommissioned in 1992 and was then the first "B" class 210-foot 
cutter to complete the Major Maintenance Availability at the Coast Guard Yard in Curtis Bay, MD.  
Commissioned again in January 1993, VIGOROUS is now home ported in Cape May, NJ.  Throughout her 40 
years in service to the nation, VIGOROUS has sailed north to enforce U. S. fishery laws, sailed south to the 
Caribbean Sea to enforce immigration laws and interdict illegal substances transported by sea, sailed along the 
entire eastern seaboard in support of the Coast Guard’s Homeland Security mission, and sailed in prosecution 
of countless search and rescue cases. 
 
The decade of the 1970's saw VIGOROUS heavily engaged in the enforcement of the Continental Shelf Fisheries 
Resource Regulations.   In 1975 and 1976 alone, VIGOROUS seized seven foreign trawlers resulting in over 
$1,000,000 in fines.   
 
During the 1980's, VIGOROUS saved over 700 Cubans during the Mariel Exodus.  Additionally, VIGOROUS 
seized over 300,000 pounds of marijuana and 30,000 pounds of hashish, all with a combined street value over 
$410,000,000. The most notable cases of that decade were the seizures of over 40 tons of marijuana each from 
the vessels MISS REBA O, JOSE GREGARIO, and D'MILIUS ONE.  Additionally, VIGOROUS hosted several 
high level visitors, highlighted by visits from Vice President George Bush in 1983 and President Ronald Reagan 
in 1988. 
 
VIGOROUS remained extremely busy in the 1990's.  1993 marked the completion of the Major Maintenance 
Availability and the requisite "Ready for Sea" training and trials.   VIGOROUS responded to both the mass 
Haitian exodus of 1994 (Operation Able Manner) and the Cuban exodus of 1994 (Operation Able Vigil).  
VIGOROUS continued her expertise in law enforcement as evidenced by the seizure of the Motor Vessel 
TYRONE for narcotics smuggling and the catch seizures of the Fishing Vessels EDGARTOWN and ITALIAN 
PRINCESS valued at over $47,000 

 
The tragic events of 11 September 2001 thrust VIGOROUS into the Coast Guard’s important Homeland 
Security mission, with VIGOROUS participating in port security activities in Boston, MA, the Hampton Roads, 
VA area, and off of Wilmington, NC.  2002 has seen VIGOROUS make two drug busts.  The first was a 
cooperative effort between VIGOROUS, an embarked helicopter from CG Air Station Traverse City, MI, and 
the St. Vincent Coast Guard which resulted in the interdiction of a “go-fast” vessel and the seizure of 1,500 
pounds of marijuana.  The second was a cooperative effort between VIGOROUS and the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency and U.S. Customs Service that resulted in the interdiction of the S/V TRYING 
TOGETHER and the seizure of 2,000 pounds of marijuana and hash oil. 
 
In 2007, VIGOROUS completed the seven-month Mission Effectiveness Project (MEP) at the Coast Guard Yard 
to enhance its mission capabilities.  While the cutter was undergoing repairs and upgrades, the crew served 
aboard the USCGC RELIANCE for one patrol in the Straits of Florida in which they interdicted 25 illegal 
migrants. In addition, the crew oversaw the safe care and repatriation of 390 Cuban migrants.  After completing 
MEP, VIGOROUS resumed law enforcement operations. During the course of four Mid- Atlantic and New 
England fisheries patrols, the crew completed 142 boardings in support of Operations ATLANTIC VENTURE 
and OCEAN HUNTER, resulting in two voyage terminations and 65 fisheries or vessel safety violations.  In 
addition, VIGOROUS participated in a joint operation with the Canadian Coast Guard along the US / Canadian 
border (the Hague Line).  In November and December 2008, VIGOROUS completed a patrol of the waters 
between Florida and San Juan, completing four search and rescue cases, towing two vessels to safety and saving 
the lives of 16 people. 
 
In June 2009, during a law enforcement patrol in the Caribbean Sea, VIGOROUS detected and boarded the 
M/V CAPT LEM, a Honduran-flagged cargo vessel.  During the course of the inspection, crewmembers from 
the VIGOROUS noted an apparently empty tank on the vessel. Upon opening the tank, 77 bales (more than 
3,500 pounds)  of cocaine were discovered and seized. 
 
Most recently,  in May 2010, VIGOROUS encountered a 25-foot vessel approximately 20 miles northeast of 
Haiti loaded with 90 illegal migrants heading toward the Bahamas.  VIGOROUS crewmembers safely 
interdicted the vessel using non-lethal force techniques and all migrants were safely repatriated to Haiti. 
 
VIGOROUS proudly looks back on her storied past and stands "PARATUS GERERE" (Ready to Act) in 
response to the challenges may lie ahead. 
 


