
Sailor of the Year 
VALIANT’s Sailor of the Year is chosen from the pool of members 
selected as Sailor of the Quarter. These members serve as VALIANT’s 
representatives for the Coast Guard’s Enlisted Person of the Year Award.  

 

 
VALIANT’s Sailor of the Year for 2010 was Petty Officer Third Class 
Conrad Aguirre from the Engineering Department. Below is his citation, 
which was presented on January 31, 2011. 

Congratulations Petty Officer Aguirre! You have been selected as CGC 
VALIANT’s Sailor of the Year (SOY) for 2010!  You are cited for 
outstanding performance of duty onboard VALIANT from 01 January 
2010 to 31 December 2010. During this period, you consistently 
demonstrated unwavering loyalty to your ship and shipmates, and were a 
shining example of a sailor who embodies the Coast Guard core values of 
“Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty.”  



Exhibiting a remarkable appetite for professional development, 
you aggressively pursued greater responsibilities; many typically reserved 
for senior petty officers and chief petty officers, and earned 
qualifications as a Boat Engineer, Throttleman, and Damage Control 
Training Team (DCTT) and Engineering Training Team (ETT) member. 
Chosen as lead small boat engineer during Cutter Boat Standardization 
(STAN) evaluation in August, you excelled during preparations, and while 
executing, OTH crew evaluation. You dedicated more than 50 man-hours 
troubleshooting and repairing critical electrical components on 
VALIANT’s small boats, and provided comprehensive boat engineer 
training to other crew members in order to meet all pre-inspection 
requirements. Your personal efforts were instrumental in VALIANT 
receiving an unprecedented 48 out of 50 possible points; a score which 
was documented as the highest ever achieved by a cutter. You 
distinguished yourself as a boat engineer during operations as well. 
Particularly noteworthy were your efforts during the interdiction of 95 
Haitian migrants in September off of a dangerously overloaded and 
unstable sail freighter. Your sound judgment and composure proved 
critical in supporting the boarding team’s judicious use of force to gain 
compliance from several violent migrants that were threatening the 
safety of the men, women and children aboard the sail freighter. 

In December, during VALIANT’s 2010 Aviation Certification 
inspection, you recognized that the 400 Hertz FCX Charging system was 
not functioning properly. Despite a lack of corporate knowledge in the 
210-WMEC fleet for this seldom used system, you quickly leveraged all 
available resources to identify the problem as a faulty Programmable 
Control Board. Your determination in correcting this malfunction was 
vital to VALIANT successfully completing the inspection with a full three-
year flight deck certification.  

As both DCTT and ETT member, you were a driving force 
behind VALIANT’s operational readiness and crew professional 
development, helping build innovative training scenarios and educating 
non-rates, petty officers, and junior officers alike. Further, you routinely 
provided comprehensive electrical training on VALIANT’s shipboard 
electrical systems, essential to the successful qualifications of 16 
Auxiliary watchstanders, eight Throttle watchstanders, and four EOWs.  

Finally, through your generous actions, you have demonstrated 
an admirable willingness to help those less fortunate than yourself. 
During a January port call in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, you 
sacrificed precious liberty time to effect electrical repairs to a badly 
deteriorating public school. During VALIANT’s response to the January 
2010 earthquake in Haiti, you immediately volunteered and assisted in 
repair efforts to Haitian Coast Guard assets in the port of Cap Haitien. 
Working tirelessly for three days, you helped restore the Haitian Coast 



Guard’s readiness, empowering them to play an important response and 
recovery role in the wake of the devastation. In March, you spent two 
days renovating the American Legion facility in Fort Lauderdale, rewiring 
the entire electrical system, as well as repairing walls and duct work. 
Lastly, you showcased your tremendous artistic talent by painting a large 
“POW” mural on the wall – adding your signature touch to another job 
well, and selflessly, done. 

Over the last year, you have demonstrated exceptional 
professional competence and devotion to duty, and are commended for 
your outstanding performance. Bravo Zulu on this great achievement, 
shipmate! 

 
J. C. Dettleff, CDR 

Commanding Officer 
 

 


