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Coast Guard Cutter VALIANT Returns to Homeport After 20 Years

This Friday, October 12th Coast Guard Cutter VALIANT will moor in Galveston, Texas, the ship’s original homeport after 20 years. 
On Friday, Coast Guard Cutter VALIANT will moor in Galveston, the homeport the ship operated from for the first 24 years of the service life. This marks a significant anniversary for the cutter. On November 3rd of this year, the ship will celebrate its 45th birthday. 

VALIANT is a 210-ft medium endurance cutter with a crew of 12 officers and 64 enlisted. It was first commissioned in 1967, and homeported in Galveston. In 1991, the ship was decommissioned and taken out of service for a major mid-life overhaul. A little over three years later, in January 1994, VALIANT was re-commissioned at her new homeport of Miami Beach, Florida. Most recently the ship and her crew moved to the third homeport in Jacksonville as the first Coast Guard cutter to be permanently assigned to Naval Station Mayport.    
During its lifetime VALIANT and her crew have compiled an impressive array of operational achievements. The ship participated as a security asset in the 1980 Cuban Boatlift and has trained over 500 Caribbean Coast Guard members from 12 countries in Damage Control, Engineering, and Seamanship Fundamentals. VALIANT assisted in the opening of Cap Haitien as part of earthquake response efforts in Haiti in 2010. In June 2012, in conjunction with Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron (HITRON), the ship interdicted a go-fast vessel smuggling over $32.5 million of cocaine.  
VALIANT is currently patrolling in the Gulf of Mexico in support of U.S.-Mexico border protection. While in the area, the crew will also be conducting living marine resources (LMR) boardings to ensure compliance with regulations to promote sustainable fisheries and the protection of marine life.  Additionally, the cutter and crew are available for search and rescue.  
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