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Good Bye, Miami! 

The mighty USCGC VALIANT sailed once again from her homeport of Miami 
Beach, FL on 30 December  2010 in support of  the missions of the US 

Coast Guard. 
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Training Begins 

Eye protection, check. Hearing 
protection, check. VALIANT’s 

Commanding Officer, CDR John 
Dettleff, is ready for Non-

Compliant Vessel Use of Force 
Certification which the cutter 

accomplished the first 
underway day of the patrol. 

 
 
 

Set Sail for Adventure 

The Executive Officer, LCDR Silcox, 
can barely contain his enthusiasm. Moving Out and Moving On... 

As the sun sets on another patrol, the crew of VALIANT would like to 
thank their families and loved ones. We do great things—but only 

because we know you support us.  
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OUTCHOP 

VALIANT is pulling back in to Miami on 15 February!  
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Goodbye to FS1 

This patrol FS1 
“McAwesome” 

McAndrews came 
TAD with VALIANT 

to help out the 
Supply 

Department and 
became part of 

the VALIANT crew. 
We were sad to 

see him go. 

Gonzo is... Gonzo 

VALIANT also 
wishes Fair 
Winds and 

Following Seas 
to FN Gonzales. 
He is off to OS 

“A” School.  
 

Good Luck! 
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Game On 

The crew was dead set to make this another great patrol. 
Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty—with class... 

So Charming, it’s Alarming 

FN Jessup strikes a pose 
during Special Sea Detail. 



USCGC VALIANT (WMEC-621) 

Page 4 

Standing the Watch 

So it was back to 
shooting bearings 
and navigating at 
sea for ENS Vogel. 

Mind Your Helm! 

SN Hickenbottom knows all about standing a vigilant watch.  
 

We aren’t convinced... 
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SAILOR OF THE YEAR 

EM3 Aguirre was named the Sailor of the Year! Congratulations EM3! CDR 
Dettleff presented him with his plaque. Now, he is eligible for the Coast 

Guard Enlisted Person of the Year Award! 
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SUNBEAM! 

SN Ortega rocked his Deck 
Watch Officer (DWO) test and 

became an SNBM! 

Sailor of the Quarter! 

BM2 Gomez was named Sailor of the 
Quarter for the 4th Quarter of 2010!     

Nice Work! 

Laying Below 

If you ask LTJG 
Mansolillo, the best 
part of watch is the 

relief. 
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Quarter Masters of the Watch 

Logs, Synoptic Weather, taking fixes, making pipes—and having a 
wicked fun time: all part of the standard watch for quality VALIANT 

QMOW’s like BM3 Flores and SK1 Thomas. 



Safety First 

Personal Protective 
Equipment may not 

always be stylish, but 
LTJG Mohnke is a 
pillar of military 

excellence in a PFD 
and hard-hat. Well 

done shipmate. 
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Eyes Forward 

A word of caution to any 
OOD: Don’t expect your 
lookout to do your job 
for you, they might be 

busy trying to be cooler 
than you. Fortunately, 

SN Dunlap doesn’t have 
to try—he just is.  
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We’ve Got Morale! 

The crew enjoys Bingo Night and ice cream on the mess deck! Hooray! 

If You Can’t Stand the Heat... 

Ops is making spicy Buffalo Chicken Pizza! 
Sir, why do you look terrified? 
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Port… What? 

Port Call! After nearly a month without a liberty port call, VALIANT finally 
returned to their familiar stomping grounds—Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  

GTMO: A Tropical Paradise 

SN Zale, SNBM Ortega, SN Miller, SN Puterbaugh, and SN 
Irish enjoy some rays in sunny Guantanamo Bay. 

More Success from the Chief’s Mess 

BMC Tabar received his Underway OOD 
qualification this patrol! 
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Speaking of Military Excellence 

Chief Johnson made Senior 
Chief!! Congratulations! 

FN-Awesome! 

FNMK Smith is now MK3 Smith!  
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 We Have Your Guard  

VALIANT embarked 
Dolphin 6556 and 

welcomed LT Darrah, 
LT Austin, and their 
aircrew this patrol. 

 
CG6556 provided 

VALIANT with valuable 
on the job training and 
served as a set of eyes 

from above.  

 Extra Look-out  

BM3 Pinto and 
several other 

VALIANT 
crewmembers 

helped out the ship 
and got a free helo 
ride as they stood 

watch as extra look-
outs aboard the 

CG6556. 

GUNNEX 

VALIANT also brushed up on her gunnery skills. During the GUNNEX, 
crewmembers shot the 50 cals and the 25mm. GM1 Wolf, YN1 Miller, and 

MK3 Davenport stand ready to collectively unleash hell on an 
unsuspecting smoke float. 
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Team VALIANT 

Boarding Team members MK3 Padilla, ME3 Dings, and ET1 Willard 
need no practice being tough. SN Walkup (right) will get there too... 
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The Man with the Plan 

The Damage Control Assistant, LTJG 
Taylor, ran the show. DC Olympics was 

a great success! 

Learning 

Everywhere on board the cutter, learning was taking place. Damage Control 
(DC) experts aboard VALIANT shared their knowledge with their shipmates on 

topics including proper fire-fighting techniques and submersible pumps. 
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Lady Lotmore will be Underway a Lot Less... 

CG6556 saw VALIANT’s area of responsibility from the sky and was 
able to capture a new aspect of the coast. The M/V Lady Lotmore is 
an active Automated Information System (AIS) contact… from what 
this picture shows, she won’t be heading on a course towards our 

cutter anytime soon. 

Armed from Above 

VALIANT also received an Airborne 
Use of Force qualification through 
drills with Helicopter Interdiction 

(HITRON) crew CG6526 and VALIANT’s 
Over the Horizon (OTH) small boat. 
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Target Acquired 

Several 
overloaded 
Haitian Sail 

Freighters were 
spotted from 

the air. During 
this patrol 

VALIANT has 03 
Migrant 
Disrupts. 

PAX Transfer 

VALIANT also assisted two other cutters by transferring migrants to our 
ship. The small boat crew is ready all hours of the day or night. Oooooh... 

The crew is enthralled by the genius and simplicity of design. 
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Save Our Ship 

MKC Petras instructs the 
crew on the science of 

Shoring Battens. 

This is NOT a Drill! 

One of the casualties VALIANT 
suffered was a hole in her hull! There 

was a hole roughly 1”x1” in the 
cutter’s steel plating. This picture  

was taken underwater by the divers 
who patched her up. 
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DC Olympics 

DC Olympics was an excellent 
opportunity for the crew to get hands-

on with damage control. Chief 
Buckley coaches IT2 Davis and SN 

Whittemore through a charged hose 
drill. They kept it cool. 

“Now, VALIANT Will be Entering a 
Training Environment” 

There were many drills this patrol and 
even some real emergencies! VALIANT 

sprung a leak!  
 

Luckily, with all the training and 
expertise, the crew was able to keep 

her afloat. Look how happy the 
Engineer Officer is about the drill 

results! Fantastic! 
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Set the AMIO Bill 

Once onboard, the 
migrants are 

documented and 
frisked again for 

possible weapons. 

Repatriation 

VALIANT pulled in to 
Cap Haitien,  Haiti 
twice to repatriate 

migrants. They were 
picked up by the 

Haitian Coast Guard. 

Ops Normal, 03 POB 

Security Watch takes 
care of the cutter’s new 
guests and makes sure 

the bridge knows 
everything on deck is 

safe. The crew can sleep 
soundly knowing that 

GM1 Wolf and SN Taquin 
have the watch. 
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A New Evolution 

This patrol, VALIANT got some practice with astern refueling.  

Another Dangerous Evolution Executed Flawlessly 

Deck force, the engineers, and the bridge team came together to help 
refuel two patrol boats at sea. Bravo Zulu VALIANT! 
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“Have You Ever Seen a 5” hawser broken with an axe?” 

Maybe not, but regardless, SN Whittemore was Semper P. 

Thanks VALIANT 

Thanks to the VALIANT’s efforts, patrol boats CGC DOLPHIN and CGC 
NANTUCKET were able to remain operational without pulling in for fuel. 
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