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Pre-deployment

Prior to getting underway for the District Eight
Gulf of Mexico patrol, the CGC VALIANT crew
trained for fisheries and living marine resource
boardings. Crew members attended the Gulf
Fisheries Regional Training Center (GRFTC) also
known as “Fish School” in New Orleans and
Charleston to attain familiarization with the
species and gear the boarding teams would
encounter.

Right: Training at the New Orleans Aquarium.

e

In addition to studying laws and regulations and the ability to identify various
fish species, the boarding teams practiced their marksmanship at the range.
Above Left: Seaman Welker prepares to load his weapon. Above Right: Law
Enforcement Officer, Lieutenant Junior Grade Neuhardt, fires downrange to the
target.
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Right: Operations Specialist First
Class Hendricks conducts handheld
VHF radio checks prior to getting
underway.

Below: The sun rises over Mayport
Basin before the crew of CGC VALIANT

departs for sea.
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Underway

On October 1st, after
two months in port
following the move to
Jacksonville, the crew
of CGC VALIANT gets
underway for a 52-day
patrol in the Gulf of
Mexico.

Burial at Sea

CGC VALIANT holds a
burial at sea for
Lieutenant August
Cantfil, U.S. Navy, and
his wife, Mrs. Dorothy
Cantfil. The crew was
honored to have the
couple’s son, Scott
Cantfil, U.S. Navy
retired, and
grandson, Lieutenant
Bryan Cantfil, USCG,
present for the
ceremony.
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Left: The Chiefs’ Mess
renders a salute during
the sunset ceremony
to honor the lives and
accomplishments of LT
and Mrs. Cantfil.

During WWII LT Cantfil
served as a pilot and
meteorologist.

Left: Ensign Shveda,
Ensign Lee, Ensign
Mills and Chief
Warrant Officer Heath
fold the National
Ensign for
presentation to the
Cantfil family.

LT and Mrs. Cantfil
secretly wed in the
Naval Academy
Chapel prior to his
deployment to the
Pacific in WWII. They
were happily married
for 64 years.
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Boat Ops

A little surf won’t
stop this crew! The
cutter small boat
cuts through 5-ft
swells to deliver
the boarding team
to an anchored
fishing vessel.

Medical Training

Transiting through the
operations area is a great
opportunity to expand
knowledge and improve skill

and proficiency.

Right: Health Service
Technician Second Class
Potratz reviews CPR
procedures while Seaman
Stalnaker, Cutter Swimmer,

serves as the victim.
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Deck Training

Gunner’s Mate First
Class Pulk conducts
line throwing gun
training on the
fantail. The line
throwing gun is
used to pass lines
to other vessels
during towing and
mooring evolutions.
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Helicopter Training and Operations

To maintain qualifications, CGC VALIANT
completes flight evolutions with HH-65
Dolphin helicopter crews.

Left: Seaman Crawford and
Yeoman Third Class Diaz
wait for direction from the
Landing Signals Officer
(LSO) after removing the
tiedowns that secure the
helicopter to the flight deck.

Right: Members of the fire
party, including On Scene
Leader (OSL) Damage
Controlman First Class
Rodriguez, stand-by on the
foc’sle, dressed out in flash
gear and ready to respond in
case of a helicopter

emergency.
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Galveston

CGC VALIANT makes its first two
port visits while operating in the
Gulf of Mexico in Galveston,
Texas, the cutter’s original
homeport when first
commissioned in 1967.

Left: Food Service Specialist Third
Class Bradley leaves the galley to
assist the bridge team in taking
bearings to objects on land to

determine the ship’s position.
Below: Members of Deck

Department tend lines 1 and 2
from the foc’sle while mooring to




Maritime Enforcement
Specialists Second
Class Stieren and Third
Class Padilla, are
enroute a commercial
fishing vessel for a
safety inspection and
law enforcement

boarding.
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Law Enforcement
Operations

Weapons Officer,
Ensign Mills, smiles
back to the cutter
from the small boat
before one of her first
fisheries boardings.
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Above Left: Lieutenant
Junior Grade Neuhardt
checks for narcotics
on a fishing vessel
suspected of
smuggling drugs while
Lieutenant Junior
Grade Shveda looks
on.

Below Left: Fireman
Litton inspects fishing
gear on one of his first
boardings as a
qualified boarding
team member.
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Go Fish!

The Morale Committee invested in quality fishing gear...and the
fishermen of the crew made every opportunity to put their
“skills” to good use. MK1 Wolf proudly holds one of the most
significant catches during the patrol, a large Wahoo.

Page 12 .



USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

And some fish were harder to catch
than others!

Above: Boatswain’s Mate Second
Class Sigle and Food Service
Specialist Third Class Woitt provide
some assistance to Operations
Specialist First Class Hendricks

Left: First Class Hendricks proudly
displays the rewards of his efforts, a
skipjack tuna.
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Flying High

Helicopter Operations play
a significant role in this
patrol as VALIANT prepares
for Aviation
Standardization, an
inspection of all training,
equipment, and methods.
VALIANT impresses the
inspectors with our
proficiency and earns re-
qualification to conduct
flight operations.

Above: The flight mechanic
stands in the door of the
helicopter as it hovers over
the flight deck in
preparation for Helicopter
In-Flight Refueling (HIFR).

Left: Crew members handle
the fuel hose that is
connected to the
helicopter. This is a
dangerous evolution in that
both the aircraft and the
ship are in constant
motion.
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Above: Landing
Signals Officer and
Tie Down crew
conduct a foreign
object damage (FOD)
walk-down. This
ensures that there is
nothing present on
the flight deck that
could be hazardous
to the helicopter
landing.

Right: The Tie Down
crew runs
underneath the
rotating blades to
secure the helicopter
to the flight deck.
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Maintenance
&
Training

Above: The P-100 team, consisting of Maritime Enforcement Specialist Second Class Stieren,
Seaman Welker, Storekeeper Third Class Van Valkenburg, and Gunner’s Mate First Class Pulk

Above: Seaman Dodd and Seaman Lambert paint the door of
the repair locker.
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Trick or Treat

In between operations the crew
makes time to celebrate
Halloween with candy and
costumes.

Above: Impersonators! Operations
Officer Lieutenant Bixler and
Operations Specialist Second Class
Pacheco create masks to represent
Gunner’s Mate First Class Pulk.

Right: Using only cardboard and
duct tape, Fireman Jenkins creates
an extensive costume to represent
“Master Chief” from the videogame
Halo. This get-up undoubtedly won
the costume contest.

. Page 17



USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

Astern Refueling

CGC VALIANT conducts astern refueling training with the 87-foot patrol Coast Guard
Cutter BRANT. The patrol boat is taken in a stern tow and a fuel line is floated back
for retrieval by the other crew.
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Damage Control Olympics

To maintain competency in
combating emergencies,
VALIANT runs through a
series of damage control
practice stations.

Above: Under the supervision
of Machinery Technician First
Class Wolf, Machinery
Technician Third Class Rise
energizes a fire hose in a
straight stream pattern with
support from Fireman Litton.

Left: Commanding Officer
Commander Burdian and Food
Service Specialist Third Class
Balzac apply a jubilee patch
to a ‘damaged” pipe.
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Engine Room Watch

Left: Machinery Technician
Third Class Petty Officers
Brucki and Rise take their
watch very seriously.

Below: Damage Controlman
Second Class Spelz makes a
round of the engine room.
This patrol he qualified as
Engineer of the Watch
(EOW), the only Second
Class Petty Officer on
VALIANT to fill this role.
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Awards & Advancements

Two crewmembers join
VALIANT’s growing line
of Cuttermen, members
who have served five
years at sea.

Right: Electrician’s Mate
Chief Petty Officer Jones
receives his Cutterman’s
certificate from
Commanding Officer,
Commander Burdian

Below: Boatswain’s Mate
Third Class Daniels
shakes Lieutenant
Bixler’s hand as he
receives his Cutterman’s
pin.
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Promotions

After 18 months of drills, break-in watches, and many study sessions, Ensigns Canvin, Mueller,
Neuhardt, and Shveda earn their stripes as Lieutenant Junior Grade. The young officers chose
mentors to put on their new shoulder boards in a promotion ceremony on the flight deck.
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Credits

BALZAC. FRANSCISCO J.
BASSHAM, MATTHEW B.
BIXLER, ROBERT A.
BRADLEY, RICHARD W.
BRUCKI, JODY L.
BRUMMER, JUSTIN W.
BURDIAN, STEPHEN V.
CANVIN, CHRISTINA G.
CARNEY, RICHARD V.

CASTIBLANCO, JONATHAN S.

CHAPMAN, DEMIKO A.
COLUDROVICH, SHOWN A.
COLVIN, MATTHEW C.
COPENING, MEGAN D.
CRAWFORD, DANIEL S.
DANIELS, CHRIS M.
DIAZ, JOSE R.

DODD, NATHAN R.
DRISCOLL, BRIAN C.
EVERETT, SAMUEL C.
GAUDIOSO, DIEGO A.
GLENN, JOSHUA M.
GOAD, ADAM C.
GOMEZ, JORGE A.
GOODWIN, SEAN C.
GRACZYK, CHRIS A.
HAGUE, JAMES L.
HANSON, RYAN H.
HEATH, FORREST J.
HENDRICKS, SCOTTY L.
JENKINS, JAMES N.
JONES, EDWARD H.
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LAMBERT, JOSEPH M.
LEE, DAVID J.

LEE, JAMEL D.
LINSTEDT, MICHAEL L.
LITTON, MARK B.
LYONS, STEPHEN W.
MAMARIAN, JACOB C.
MERCADO, LUIS M.
MILLS, MARY K.
MUELLER, TIMOTHY E.
NEUHARDT, NATHAN D.

NORTON, CHRISTOPHER J.

PADILLA, GABRIEL E.
PASCUCCI, NICHOLAS J.
POTRATZ, BRANDON T.
POWELL, JOSHUA K.
PULK, KYLE R.
RATTERMAN, DAVID A.
RISE, LELAND L.
RIVERA, JAVIER R.

RODRIGUEZ, ARMANDO N.

RODRIGUEZ, CARLOS H.
ROMERO, ALEJANDRO J.
RYAN, MARK S.
SAATHOFF, MARK A.
SCOTT, STEVEN J.
SEDBERRY, NICHOLAS F.
SHVEDA, SARAH K.
SIGLE, JAMES L.

SMITH, JUSTIN C.
SOMMELLA, TIMOTHY C.
SPELZ, JACKIE G.
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Credits (cont.)
STALNAKER, TAYLOR J. SN
STEVENSON, CHRISTIAN A. FS3
STIEREN, GRADY C. ME2
THOMAS, DYLAN R. SN
TORRES, EDWIN A. SN
VAN VALKENBURG, C. SK3
VILLANUEVA, JORGE A. ET3
WAGUESPACK, TROY E. MKC
WARD, EVAN M. BM3
WELKER, THOMAS J. SN
WERNER, BLAKE A. SN
WOITT, STEVEN G. FS3
WOLF, CHRISTOPHER N. MK1

Happy Holidays to all Family and Friends! We look
forward to spending the holidays with you.

Page 24



Photos Courtesy of
BM2 Sigle & CGC VALIANT OS Team

USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

Naval Station Mayport
Jacksonwville, Florida 32228
(904) 207-6207



	The Adventures of the most VALIANT crew in the fleet!

	01 October—21 November 2012

	USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

	USCGC VALIANT                      (WMEC 621)

	Fall Patrol Newsletter 2012

	Pre-deployment

	Prior to getting underway for the District Eight Gulf of Mexico patrol, the CGC VALIANT crew trained for fisheries and living marine resource boardings. Crew members attended the Gulf Fisheries Regional Training Center (GRFTC) also known as “Fish School” in New Orleans and Charleston to attain familiarization with the species and gear the boarding teams would encounter. 

	Right: Training at the New Orleans Aquarium.

	USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

	Page #

	In addition to studying laws and regulations and the ability to identify various fish species, the boarding teams practiced their marksmanship at the range. Above Left:  Seaman Welker prepares to load his weapon. Above Right: Law Enforcement Officer, Lieutenant Junior Grade Neuhardt, fires downrange to the target. 

	USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)
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	Right: Operations Specialist First Class Hendricks conducts handheld VHF radio checks prior to getting underway.

	Below: The sun rises over Mayport Basin before the crew of CGC VALIANT departs for sea. 

	Underway

	On October 1st, after two months in port following the move to Jacksonville, the crew of CGC VALIANT gets underway for a 52-day patrol in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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	Burial at Sea
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	Left: Ensign Shveda,  Ensign Lee, Ensign Mills and Chief Warrant Officer Heath fold the National Ensign for presentation to the Cantfil family.

	LT and Mrs. Cantfil secretly wed in the Naval Academy Chapel prior to his deployment to the Pacific in WWII. They were happily married for 64 years.  

	Left: The Chiefs’ Mess renders a salute during the sunset ceremony to honor the lives and accomplishments of LT and Mrs. Cantfil.

	During WWII LT Cantfil served as a pilot and meteorologist. 
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	Medical Training

	Transiting through the operations area is a great opportunity to expand knowledge and improve skill and proficiency. 

	Right: Health Service Technician Second Class Potratz reviews CPR procedures while Seaman Stalnaker, Cutter Swimmer, serves as the victim. 

	Boat Ops

	A little surf won’t stop this crew! The cutter small boat cuts through 5-ft swells to deliver the boarding team to an anchored fishing vessel. 

	Deck Training

	Gunner’s Mate First Class Pulk conducts line throwing gun training on the fantail. The line throwing gun is used to pass lines to other vessels during towing and mooring evolutions. 
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	Right: Members of the fire party, including On Scene Leader (OSL) Damage Controlman First Class Rodriguez, stand-by on the foc’sle, dressed out in flash gear and ready to respond in case of a helicopter emergency. 

	Left: Seaman Crawford and Yeoman Third Class Diaz wait for direction from the Landing Signals Officer (LSO) after removing the tiedowns that secure the helicopter to the flight deck. 

	Helicopter Training and Operations

	To maintain qualifications, CGC VALIANT completes flight evolutions with HH-65 Dolphin helicopter crews.  

	USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

	Page #

	Galveston 

	CGC VALIANT makes its first two port visits while operating in the Gulf of Mexico in Galveston, Texas, the cutter’s original homeport when first commissioned in 1967. 

	Left: Food Service Specialist Third Class Bradley leaves the galley to assist the bridge team in taking bearings to objects on land to determine the ship’s position. 

	USCGC VALIANT (WMEC 621)

	Page #

	Maritime Enforcement Specialists Second Class Stieren and Third Class Padilla, are enroute a commercial fishing vessel for a safety inspection and law enforcement boarding.

	Weapons Officer,   Ensign Mills, smiles back to the cutter from the small boat before one of her first fisheries boardings.
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	Above Left: Lieutenant Junior Grade Neuhardt checks for narcotics on a fishing vessel 

	suspected of 

	smuggling drugs while Lieutenant Junior Grade Shveda looks on. 

	Below Left: Fireman Litton inspects fishing gear on one of his first boardings as a 

	qualified boarding team member.  

	Go Fish!

	The Morale Committee invested in quality fishing gear...and the fishermen of the crew made every opportunity to put their “skills” to good use. MK1 Wolf proudly holds one of the most significant catches during the patrol, a large Wahoo.
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	And some fish were harder to catch than others! 

	Above: Boatswain’s Mate Second Class Sigle and Food Service Specialist Third Class Woitt provide some assistance to Operations Specialist First Class Hendricks

	Left: First Class Hendricks proudly displays the rewards of his efforts, a skipjack tuna.

	Flying High

	Helicopter Operations play a significant role in this patrol as VALIANT prepares for Aviation Standardization, an inspection of all training, equipment, and methods. VALIANT impresses the inspectors with our proficiency  and earns re-qualification to conduct flight operations. 
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	Above: The flight mechanic stands in the door of the helicopter as it hovers over the flight deck in preparation for Helicopter In-Flight Refueling (HIFR). 

	Left: Crew members handle the fuel hose that is connected to the helicopter. This is a dangerous evolution in that both the aircraft and the ship are in constant motion. 
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	Above: Landing Signals Officer and Tie Down crew conduct a foreign object damage (FOD) walk-down. This ensures that there is nothing present on the flight deck that could be hazardous to the helicopter landing. 

	Right: The Tie Down crew runs underneath the rotating blades to secure the helicopter to the flight deck. 

	Above: The P-100 team, consisting of Maritime Enforcement Specialist Second Class Stieren, Seaman Welker, Storekeeper Third Class Van Valkenburg, and Gunner’s Mate First Class Pulk
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	Above: Seaman Dodd and Seaman Lambert paint the door of the repair locker. 

	Maintenance &

	Training 
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	Trick or Treat

	In between operations the crew makes time to celebrate Halloween with candy and costumes.

	Above: Impersonators! Operations Officer Lieutenant Bixler and Operations Specialist Second Class Pacheco create masks to represent Gunner’s Mate First Class  Pulk.

	Right: Using only cardboard and duct tape, Fireman Jenkins creates an extensive costume to represent “Master Chief” from the videogame Halo. This get-up undoubtedly won the costume contest.

	Astern Refueling

	CGC VALIANT conducts astern refueling training with the 87-foot patrol Coast Guard Cutter BRANT. The patrol boat is taken in a stern tow and  a fuel line is floated back for retrieval by the other crew.
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	Damage Control Olympics

	To maintain competency in combating emergencies, VALIANT runs through a series of damage control practice stations. 

	Above: Under the supervision of Machinery Technician First Class Wolf, Machinery Technician Third Class Rise energizes a fire hose in a straight stream pattern with support from Fireman Litton.

	Left: Commanding Officer Commander Burdian and Food Service Specialist Third Class Balzac apply a jubilee patch to a ‘damaged” pipe.

	Engine Room Watch

	Left: Machinery Technician Third Class Petty Officers Brucki and Rise take their watch very seriously.

	Below: Damage Controlman Second Class Spelz makes a round of the engine room. This patrol he qualified as Engineer of the Watch (EOW), the only Second Class Petty Officer on VALIANT to fill this role.
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	Awards & Advancements

	Two crewmembers join VALIANT’s growing line of Cuttermen, members who have served five years at sea.

	Right: Electrician’s Mate Chief Petty Officer Jones receives his Cutterman’s certificate from Commanding Officer, Commander Burdian

	Below: Boatswain’s Mate Third Class Daniels shakes Lieutenant Bixler’s hand as he receives his Cutterman’s pin.

	Promotions

	After 18 months of drills, break-in watches, and many study sessions, Ensigns Canvin, Mueller, Neuhardt, and Shveda earn their stripes as Lieutenant Junior Grade. The young officers chose mentors to put on their new shoulder boards in a promotion ceremony on the flight deck. 
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	Credits
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