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Congratulations on the Following 
Advancements!

BMCS Kerry Wagoner on advancing 

to Boatswain’s Mate Senior Chief

DCC Joshua Zirbes on advancing to 

Damage Controlman Chief

IT2 Pedro Guimaraes on advancing 

to Information Systems Technician 

Second Class

IT2 Rob Strohecker on advancing to 

Information Systems Technician 

Second Class

OS2 Christopher Rendon on 

advancing to Operations Specialist 

Second Class

GM3 Luis cruz on advancing to 

Gunner’s Mate Third Class

MK3 Matthew Szoke on advancing 

to Machinery Technician Third 

Class

BM3 Edel Fonseca on advancing to 

Boatswain’s Mate Third Class

THETIS
d  i  g  e  s  t

Congratulations to: 

MK3 John Mercado Sailor of  the Quarter

SN David McDonald Non-rate of  the Month

Departing Personnel:

FN Michael Edwards

SN Dennis Shambora

MULTI-MISSION...
THETIS set sail on the crisp morning of March 30th for the Windward 

Pass, a stretch of water between Cuba and Haiti known to be a hot spot 

for migrant interdiction.  We stocked up on supplies  and set off training 

to prepare ourselves  for the possibility of embarking Haitian migrants 

during a two week segment of the patrol. Those two weeks  of just 

“migrant Ops” turned into being so much more than anyone could have 

expected, without one single migrant stepping foot onboard!  Sailing to 

the North coast of Haiti we patrolled overtly to deter overloaded migrant 

vessels from departing. We sailed with Haitian interpreters  who taught us 

a lot about  the tough conditions in 

the country and region.  We 

learned a bit about the 

Haitian way of life. We 

encountered numerous 

handmade sailboats  we 

previously thought 

were only used to 

sneak into the US, but 

were being used to fish 

and ferry people to 

dif ferent parts  of the 

c o u n t r y. T h e C r e o l e 

United States Coast Guard Cutter
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THETIS DIGEST
interpreters  shared stories  with the 

crew about the customs  and traditions 

in Haiti. During the patrol we were 

called to assist the 

H a i t i a n C o a s t 

G u a r d w i t h a 

search and rescue 

( S A R ) c a s e. A 

small vessel sank 

about 10 miles  off 

the coast and six 

p e o p l e w e r e 

missing. With the 

assistance of an 

a v i a t i o n 

detachment from CG Air Station 

Borinquen, Puerto Rico, we searched 

for the missing sailors. We spent two 

and a half days conducting search 

patterns, frequently seeing debris  in the 

water, but no people. Fortunately the 

Haitian Coast Guard found three 

survivors, however, the other three 

remain missing. The crew went above 

and beyond by standing extra watches. 

Many members  put in long hours 

manning the search light and other 

tools  to try an find the missing sailors. 

The SAR case was  humbling as it 

reminded us of the risks  that come 

with working at sea.

 At the conclusion of the case 

we received new tasking to assist 

TACLET South, a USCG Law 

Enforcement detachment working with 

the Dutch ship Van Amstel. We 

assisted in transferring four detainees, 

14 bales of cocaine and other evidence 

from TACLET south to the DEA.   

Once again the crew devoted long 

hours  as  we set 

up a 24 hour 

security detail 

f o r t h e 

detainees  and a 

team to handle 

t h e 

contraband. It 

was  an exciting 

mission for the 

crew. We then 

p u l l e d i n t o 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (GTMO) for 

some much needed rest. On our way 

out of GTMO, the conning officers 

(ship drivers) had the opportunity to 

get a lot of practice mooring, 

unmooring and anchoring the ship. 

After all of the training, it was  back to 

business! While in GTMO, we on-

loaded 48 pallets  of 

rel ief suppl ies  for 

“Project Handclasp”, a 

U S N a v y 

humanitarian mission. 

We met the USNS 

COMFORT in Port 

au Prince, Haiti, where 

we anchored and used 

two of their HH-60 

helicopters, to air lift the supplies  to the 

COMFORT and Haiti. These pallets 

contained basic care products for those 

who where effected by the string of 

hurricanes  that devastated most of the 

country last fall. The crew stepped up 

to deliver the supplies  to those in need. 

While anchored we were unable to 

make our own water,  so the crew  had 

to minimize water usage for two days 

during participation in Project 

Handclasp. This  humbling experience 

put the luxuries  we have into 

perspective as  we sent supplies  to those 

who may not even have access  to clean 

water. 

 We have since completed our 

role in Project Handclasp but know 

that our efforts  will have a lasting 

impact on those who receive the 

supplies  as  they rebuild their lives. We 

are now headed to Mayport, FL, not 

far from home, to participate in 

UNITAS (Latin for “unity”), a multi-

national military  exercise involving 

eighteen ships from eight different 

countries  to train, learn from each 

other, and build 

p e a c e f u l 

relationships. As 

we make our way 

North, you can 

say we’ve taken 

par t in every 

C o a s t G u a r d 

mission in just 

those short two 

weeks…well almost every mission. We 

still haven’t done any ATON (Aids  to 

Navigation) but there’s  still time, the 

patrol isn’t over yet!
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  TRAINING  TRAINING TRAINING

THETIS DIGEST

BM2 Michael Jackson trains BM3 
Brandon Malone on how to drive the 
RHI

BM1 Kimberly Murphy receives 
ship-handling guidance from ENS 
Tina Hendersin

GM1 David Watson instructs ENS Katie Ustler 
while shooting the practical pistol course.

The Line Handlers and Conning Officers got some great 
practice at mooring and unmooring the ship while at 
GMTO, by doing “rubber docking” This is when you 
approach the pier but only put over a few lines, then 
back out and do it all over again.
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MORALE NIGHT WING         
COMPETITION!
BM3 Brandon Malone, SK2 Pat Wells and DC3 Steven Hester 

compete to see who can make the best wings on the ship!

Five teams competed in the First Thetis Wings Competition, 

which will definitely not be the last. MPA’s team took fifth place 

(sorry MPA) with a close run with the “DC Wings”, 

“Midwatch Hot Wings” and “Peanut Butter Sensation” but 

none could top the “South Beach Swamp Clucks” which took 

first. Congratulations to IT2 Fabian Handy and SK2 Pat Wells!

THETIS DIGEST

SN Jalissa Pryor works her magic 
with some hot wings.

Crew 
members 
feasted on all 
different 

types of  
wings during 
the first ever 

Morale Wing 
Competition. 
The crew 

was able to 
vote on 
which was 
their favorite! 
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THETIS DIGEST

While on patrol THETIS assisted 
with Project HANDCLASP bringing 
educational, humanitarian and other 
goodwill material to Haiti.  Project 

HANDCLASP, for almost 50 years, has 
been able to ship approximately 1.5 

million pounds of charitable materials 
overseas  by using military vessels to 
transport the needed supplies to 
countries in need.  THETIS was able to 

participate in Project HANDCLASP 
and along with USNS COMFORT 

provided assistance to the citizens of 
Haiti who suffered great losses during 
2008 as  several hurricanes ripped across 
the country,  leaving behind extreme 

amounts of  damage.

Above: USNS COMFORT 

anchored in Port Au Prince, Haiti.

Left Side: Members of  Deck 

Force prepare the pallets to be 

hoisted by the HH-60 from 

USNS COMFORT.

Left Bottom: SN Dennis 

Shambora and FN Jennifer 

Lindsey take a quick break from 

moving the heavy pallets across the 

flight deck.

Center: The HH-60 picks up 4 

pallets at a time to deliver to 

Haiti.

BM2 Michael Jackson and SN 

David McDonald hook the pallets 

up to the helicopter while the 

Landing Signals Officer (LSO), 

GM2 Michael Bentley, gives 

commands to the helicopter.
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THETIS DIGEST
The Auxiliary Division has been conducting 
normal maintenance to keep vital ships systems 
running. As just one example of their excellent 

skill, they repaired a 
chil l water pump. 
These pumps keep 
the A/C runn ing.  
Things started getting 
a little warm about 
the ship, until the EM 
a n d A U X s h o p 
w o r k e d  
together to 
diagnose and 

repair the pump. Aux has also been 
working to repair a leaking hydraulic fin 
stabilizer. This has 
r e q u i r e d s o m e 
extens ive b i lge 

time and removal of 
piping and fittings. 
Simultaneously they 
h a v e a l s o 
maintained the ships 
JP5 fuel system and 

conducted weekly 
fuel tests, which  
enabled THETIS to transfer almost 500 gallons of 
JP5 Fuel to a helicopter conducting search patterns 
during a recent search and rescue case. The 
fueling team also pitched in and stood fire 
party during Operation Hand Clasp a 
humanitarian mission delivering relief to 
Haiti. In addition MK3 Mercado was 
awarded Sailor of the Quarter and MK2 
Diaz qualified as Throttleman of the watch.  

The DC shop has been hard at work 
tearing down, unclogging and making 
repairs to our ships sewage system. The 
EM and DC shop also worked together to 
replace the ships sewage transfer pump. The DC’s have stayed on top of 
maintaining the damage control equipment and keeping THETIS ready and 
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THETIS DIGEST
prepared for the upcoming training at 
TACT. 
During the three day search and rescue 
case the DC shop stood a diligent watch 
over the fueling team as they fueled the 

helicopter. Monitoring over 500 
gallons of fuel transferred safely 
to a HH-65 helicopter. High 
points for the DC shop have 

been the advancement of DC1 Zirbes to 
Chief Zirbes and DC2 Bincarowsky 
completing DC1 practical factors and 
passing his EPME E6 test.  

Main Prop department has been working 
hard to complete prevent ive 
maintenance on the ships main 
propulsion diesel engines. Their 
hard work over the past year to 
rebuild the mains payed off. For the first time in seven years the ship 
successfully completed a full power trial. Temperatures in the engine room 
during the test reached a scorching 120 degrees. This test proved that 

THETIS is able to perform at top speed 
without leaks or casualties. THETIS is fully 
mission ready! The division also worked 
hard on the ships Oily waste separator 
to bring it back up to maximum working 
capacity. Joining in Operation Hand 
Clasp they stood by as the fire party 
during the airlift. Last but not least Main 
prop member FNMK Szoke earned 
advancement to MK3! 
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Above: GM2 Michael 

Bentley instructs and 

coaches SK3 Brett Lineweber on proper techniques for shooting the 

50 Cal Machine Gun during a live fire exercise.

Above: GM3 Luis Cruz and BM2 Charles Reagan participate in the 50 Cal 

Machine Gun live fire exercise.

THETIS DIGEST
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GTMO Pig Roast

The THETIS Chief’s Mess provided 
THETIS Crew members a great 
opportunity to relax have fun in 
the sun and eat some some great 
food with fish, burgers, hotdogs, 
salads, and an enormous pig!

SAILING
The most fun you can have in
Communist Soil
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THETIS DIGEST

THETIS is the 10th ship of the Famous Class cutters designed and built for the 
U.S. Coast Guard and the 3rd vessel to bear the name. Constructed from 1984 
to 1986, she was commissioned in 1986 and immediately began service in the 
Caribbean basin, based out of Key West, Florida, where she is still homeported. 
At 270 feet long, and weighing in at 1,646 Long tons, she is equipped with 
everything necessary to ply the oceans, support her crew, and perform her 
primary missions of law enforcement, search and rescue, homeland security, 
and national defense.

Prepared by:

ENS Ustler

IT2 Guimaraes

DC3 Stevenson

SN McDonald

USCGC THETIS (WMEC - 910)

c/o Sector Key West

Key West, Florida 33040


