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Greetings from the Pacific Ocean!  In the first month of this patrol TAMPA’s operations have been varied and numerous and have provided us with many exciting experiences.

After an eventful departure from homeport at the end of June, in which we blew a turbo in the engine room, we had two brief working port calls in Little Creek, VA and Mayport, FL.  These port calls gave us the time to on load supplies, make necessary repairs, and conduct Airborne Use of Force training, certifying TAMPA for the use of an armed helicopter later in the patrol.  
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Our arrival in the Florida Straits was instantly met with a variety of operations.  We were able to assist three 110’ patrol boats by serving as a migrant holding platform for several days.  Furthermore, we refueled at sea one of the patrol boats, allowing them to continue the mission without spending unnecessary time pulling into and out of port.
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Once we transferred all migrants off our flight deck we were given a challenging and awesome opportunity to assist in qualifying several pilots to land on CG cutters.  In two days and 16 hours of flight operations we conducted 119 flight evolutions, certified three pilots, and did extensive training onboard TAMPA as well.  Although these were long and tiring days it was very rewarding to accomplish so much in just two days.
A highlight of our patrol has been the transit through the Panama Canal.  For the majority of crew members this was a first and a very exciting opportunity.  The passage was long and tiring but it was awesome to see the whole crew on deck, smiling, taking pictures, and enjoying this rare experience.  Most importantly, however, all TAMPA crew members are now proud members of “the Order of the Ditch.” 

Once in the Pacific we transited to El Salvador to on load more supplies.  Here we were faced with more challenges as the surge on the pier caused damage to several of TAMPA’s flight nets.  The whole crew came together quickly to place fenders, double & triple up lines, and move flight nets to protect them. The engineering department which has worked tirelessly the entire patrol to troubleshoot and repair a large variety of mechanical problems worked diligently into the early hours of the morning fixing the flight nets.  
So far this patrol TAMPA has seen numerous schedule changes, dealt with a large variety of mechanical problems, and seen many new challenges.  Although these obstacles have taken a lot of time and effort to overcome it has been beneficial for TAMPA’s many new crew members to learn from these experiences and see how TAMPA adapts and overcomes.  New crew members include: ENS Dolbow, ENS Kalmbacher, ENS Wojcik, OSC Weaver, GM1 Quintero, SK2 Fitzer, SN Faust, SN Mulder-Lampley, SN Talbot, SN West, and SN Bast. We have also seen a number of promotions this patrol. Congratulations to OS1 Facenda, MK2 Bobak, EM2 Briden, and MK3 Smigelsky.  Congratulations also to the Sailor of the Quarter: MK2 Kokel!
Having been hard at work since we left Key West on the 13th, we are all very excited for our next port call in Costa Rica!  We are even more excited; however, as we consider that this newsletter marks the half-way point of this patrol!  We hope all is well at home and thank you for your support.
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Panama Canal’s 1st set of Locks





The new SKC Leeson!





HIFR – Helicopter in Flight Refueling





TAMPA’s stern with migrants during an underway refueling operation with a 110’ patrol boat





DC3 Lippa rebuilding a broken flight net





The approaches to the Panama Canal
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