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Greetings to all our loved ones at home!  We wish we could be spending the holidays with you, but are making the best of it out at sea!  The Christmas decorations are already starting to appear as we near our mid-patrol point, and we are looking forward to our return home in January.
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This patrol has taken us again to the Caribbean Sea in search of vessels illegally trafficking narcotics.  


We started off the patrol completing Helicopter Standardization (STAN), which tested TAMPA’s ability to safely conduct flight operations.  Fortunately, a lot of hard work and preparation throughout the inport paid off, and all of our equipment and flight personnel met all requirements.  We recently embarked an armed HITRON helicopter and crew from Jacksonville, FL.  With their support from the air, our chances for getting a drug interdiction at sea are greatly increased.


Once complete with helicopter STAN, we steamed south for a relaxing two-day port call in Key West, FL.  It certainly would have been nice to have been shoveling snow, but there was none to be found in the continental U.S.’ most southern city.  
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Following Key West, we continued to patrol south into the Caribbean, and celebrated a few promotions along the way.  Congratulations to LTJG Galgano, LTJG Quinn, SK2 Waite, FN Pak, and FN Sadecki on their recent accomplishments!  We also recently welcomed aboard a few new crewmembers- BM3 Castineira, GM3 Rodriguez, SN Murphy, SN Dwinells, and SA Rees.  All members are working hard to qualify in their new positions onboard.

We’d also like to congratulate ET1 Timothy Cole and his wife _______, on the birth of their first boy, Brennan Timothy, born on December 11th!
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For Thanksgiving this year, our cooks put together a delicious traditional meal; in all, they cooked up five 25-lb. turkeys, three spiral-cut hams, fifty lbs of mashed potatoes, ten lbs of peas, three gallons of gravy, 125 dinner rolls, four gallons of cranberry sauce, and seven sweet-potato pies.  Although we wished we could be sharing a feast with you, we were certainly treated right by all members of the galley!

The Morale Committee and the Health Promotions Committee have once again teamed up to sponsor a “Biggest Loser” competition onboard.  The holidays are never an easy time to lose weight, especially when the cooks prepare such tasty treats!  Whoever is crowned winner for this patrol will have certainly earned it!


Our most recent port call landed us on the tiny island of Curacao, one of the “A-B-C” islands of the southern Caribbean.  We were fortunate to spend three days in sunny weather, following several weeks of storm-tossed seas.  Curacao was a much-needed break for the whole crew, who took in the many beautiful sights of the foreign country.

Once we were underway from Curacao, we stopped to help out a sailing vessel in distress with a family of five including three small children onboard.  The vessel was experiencing engine trouble and had been drifting at sea for three days.  We sent over a rescue and assistance team to lend a hand, and were able to help re-start the engine.
We were very glad to have been able to quickly provide help in their desperate condition.

I personally want to thank all of you for your encouragement and love during our patrol.  It’s difficult being away from home and family for the holidays, but we couldn’t make through without your support.  Happy Holidays!                                                              
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New crewmembers practice donning survival suits!





Willemstad, Curacao





SK2 Sean Waite
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