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BMC TsetsiJas displays his catch 

At the beginning of our summer patrol period, we honored the friends and family who support us 
with a special Dependent's Cruise. Crew members invited friends and family to spend the afternoon with 
us as we sailed from Portsmouth to Little Creek, VA. Over 80 guests got a brief but memorable taste of 
how we live and work aboard TAMPA. 

TAMPA spent a week in Little Creek conducting readiness training before finally saying good 
bye and departing southward. Our mission for the coming weeks was to disrupt the flow of illegal 

narcotics throughout the Caribbean. Drugs are ferried 
from place to place by all manner of vessels, but our 
primary targets are small but extremely fast drug boats 
appropriately named "go-fasts." These boats carry large 
quantities of drugs and a large supply of fuel and not 
much else. 

After a brief stop in Key West to collect our 
aviators, TAMPA steamed down to prosecute the 
mission in the southern Caribbean. We position ourselves 
where we have the best chances to interdict suspect 
vessels. Ever vigilant, the crew is ready around the clock 

to spring into action whenever a target is sighted. During 
our first week, TAMPA had a number of close calls with 
possible targets. While the ultimate goal is to physically 

stop suspected smugglers and their contraband, we can still measure success by disrupting the smugglers. 
Forcing a suspect to retreat back to base or jettison their illicit cargo keeps drugs off the street, and makes 
the narco-terrorists' job more difficult. 

In the middle of May, TAMPA had the opportunity to work with the Colombian Navy based in 
San Andres, Colombia. San Andres and Providencia are the 2 larger islands that make up a series of small 
cays and reefs east ofNicaragua and Honduras. This meeting provided the United States Coast Guard and 
the Colombian Navy with a chance to exchange techniques and knowledge acquired in the war against 
drugs. During the two days we anchored off San Andres, TAMPA crew members toured the Colombian 
Navy's regional command center and naval assets. The following day, Colombian Navy personnel 
embarked on TAMPA to run a number of simulated exercises, including a boarding of a suspect vessel 
and a high speed go-fast chase. We all benefited from 
the activities, forging both professional and personal 
relationships throughout the exchange. 

Just prior to our first port call, TAMPA was 
redirected to Colon, Panama to take over the dockside 
boarding of a vessel suspected of smuggling drugs. 
The vessel was intercepted and escorted into Colon by 
the Dutch Naval frigate VAN SPEIJK. Aboard the 
VAN SPEIJK was a U.S. Coast Guard Law 
Enforcement Detachment Team (LEDET). TAMPA 
relieved the VAN SPEIJK and LEDET team, 
continuing the boarding as technical assistants to t.he 
Panamanian authorities. TAMPA's engineers, and 
boarding team, worked day and night, searching every 
inch of the vessel for contraband. On May 19th

, the 
third day of the boarding, TAMPA crew members 
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discovered a number of bags within a sealed 
tank onboard the suspect vessel. The bags 
contained 750 lbs of cocaine, worth an 
estimated street value of $1 0 million. It was 
an extremely proud moment for TAMPA's 
crew. 

Two days later, with the boarding 
complete, we sailed on towards a much 
deserved port call in Bocas Del Taro, Panama. 
We anchored for two nights, where the crew 
enjoyed world class beaches, SCUBA-diving, 
and various other relaxing activities. It was 
unfortunate that we couldn't spend more time 

there, but TAMPA was tasked with a new 
mission. Last month, before we departed for 

with a Colombian Navy smallboat our patrol, the Deepwater Horizon oil rig 

explosion occurred in the Gulf of Mexico. The Coast Guard has been heavily involved since day one of 
the incident, and now TAMPA was tasked to steam north and provide support to assets combating the 
spill. We departed Bocas Del Taro and arrived days later in Key West, FL to refuel and fe-supply. We 
will sail into the Gulf of Mexico unsure of the new challenges which will await us, but always ready to do 
our part. 

We had a number of folks achieve some 
impressive accomplishments. FN Sweitzer was 
named as our most recent Sailor of the Quarter, 
awarded as a testament to his continuous hard 
work while aboard TAMPA. BM2 Richard 
received his coxswain letter, a career 
achievement for any Boatswain Mate. We also 
added four new permanent Cuttermen to this 
esteemed order: DC3 Lippa, MEC Fretts, ETC 
Stebbins, and GMI Q),lintero. To receive this 
award means one has' served five cumulative 
years aboard an undeIWay unit. Most recently, 
we promoted YNI Lee to CW02 prior to his 
departure from TAMPA. We wish him luck as 
he begins his new career as a Warrant Officer at 
PSSU Miami. 
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