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It is with great pleasure that I write these words, as it signifies that once again TAMPA has successfully completed another patrol and is steaming swiftly back to homeport. While this patrol was shorter than normal- 32 days underway vice 60 days- all onboard are eager to reunite with our friends and families.

The bulk of our patrol was spent in the Florida Straits, where approximately 90 miles of water separates Cuba from U.S. soil. The constant threat of migrant smuggling vessels kept us on alert day and night. Before we even arrived though, TAMPA had to recertify her crew in use of force requirements in order to deal with these threats. We made a brief stop off the coast of Miami to work with fellow Coast Guard small boats in order to recertify, then headed further south to patrol the Straits.
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We were joined in our efforts by an MH-65 Dolphin helicopter from Air Station Miami. The addition of a helicopter to our team was a huge asset, as they provide additional speed and surveillance capabilities to support our mission. It was less than a week into our patrol that we had our first go-fast chase. A joint effort between TAMPA, our helo team, and the CGC KEY BISCAYNE resulted in the apprehension of two migrant smugglers. Less than a day after this exciting event, our helo had to leave us in order to make room on the flight deck for 11 Cuban migrants. The following three days were busy, to say the least. In addition to guarding the migrants, we intercepted a stolen pleasure craft from Key West in the middle of the night, arresting the thief and returning the stolen vessel to its owners. The next day, while in the middle of small boat training, the lookout spotted a pleasure craft headed to Cuba at a high rate of speed. TAMPA boarding team members stopped the vessel, which was attempting to violate the US/Cuba trade embargo.
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TAMPA had a unique opportunity to provide assistance to Coast Guard Maritime Safety and Security Teams (MSSTs). The MSSTs simulated boarding TAMPA as a hostile vessel. Ultimately, the training went off without a hitch and the MSSTs were grateful for TAMPA’s cooperation. Before we were able to turn north for a scheduled port call in Miami, we were tasked with assisting a fellow Coast Guard vessel which had suffered casualties to its engines and navigation equipment. TAMPA escorted our fellow Coast Guardsmen from western Cuba back to Key West. 
On the 14th of October, after two nights of rest and relaxation, it was time to leave Miami. We had been gone from the pier for less than four hours when our auxiliary sea water pump broke down. These pumps are critical in that they provide cooling water to vital equipment throughout the ship. TAMPA was forced to return for repairs and by 8 o’clock PM we were moored back up in vibrant Miami Beach. We waited 3 extra days in Miami for our replacement pump, and as soon as it came in our engineers were hard at work to get us repaired and underway again. Not surprisingly, the engineers proved themselves, installing the pump in a single afternoon and by the evening of Saturday the 17th, TAMPA was headed back south to resume the patrol.
TAMPA took a break from go-fasts and migrants to head to the Dry Tortugas west of Key West Florida, in order to conduct fisheries inspections on private and commercial vessels. The remainder of the patrol was relatively quiet compared to the first two weeks, as choppier seas acted as a natural deterrent to illegal activity in the Straits. We were able to conduct helicopter exercises with Air Station Miami for two days the last week of the patrol, allowing aviation crewmembers and TAMPA crewmembers to obtain some critical qualifications.

As the patrol comes to a close, I would like to extend my gratitude to all the family members and friends who continually support the TAMPA crew during these long deployments. It is not an easy job, and the separation from home makes being underway even more trying. It makes coming home all the better knowing that all of you will be eagerly waiting our return. I encourage everyone to rest, relax, and enjoy themselves this following inport, as they have earned it many times over. 

Sincerely,

CDR Mark Gordon

Commanding Officer, USCGC TAMPA
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Observing the sunset





The Engineering Department worked hard to replace our auxiliary sea water pump while the rest of the crew enjoyed extra liberty in Miami





Grilling on Morale Night with BM1 Wood





Congratulations to EMCS Brown on his advancement








