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Happy Holidays to all of you at home!  We certainly missed being with you during Christmas, but are really looking forward to seeing you in less than a week.  
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Since our departure from Curacao, our operations have kept us working around the clock on numerous counter-drug missions.  On two consecutive evenings, we pursued multiple “go-fasts,” successfully interdicting one off the coast of Honduras and disrupting smuggler’s trafficking attempts.  We were supported by our armed HITRON helicopter as well as a military patrol aircraft (MPA), which first sighted the go-fast.  Our helicopter used warning shots and disabling fire on the go-fast’s  outboard engines, effectively bringing the pursuit to an end.  Although the suspected smugglers jumped overboard and swam for the nearby shore, the Honduran Navy recovered a large amount of contraband onboard.
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We pulled into Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for an enjoyable three-day port call following the go-fast chases.  The Morale Committee set up some great crew-wide events, including a softball game on the base’s  new turf, and a well-attended game of paintball.  Cuba’s “Pearl of the Antilles” was well-decorated for the upcoming holidays, with numerous Christmas trees and lights throughout the base, putting us all in the holiday spirit.

Our morale committee worked extra hard to ensure TAMPA was ready for Christmas- we had a glowing Christmas tree, plenty of lights, garland, stockings, snowflakes, and mounds of candy canes throughout the ship.  
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We’ve also continued serving up delicious dishes during our Saturday Morale Nights.  The officers created a Southwestern-themed quesadilla and salsa fiesta, while Deck Department crafted every type of pizza imaginable.

Christmas Day onboard TAMPA was unlike any Christmas we’ve celebrated in the past.  Beginning in the early hours of Christmas morning, the crew of TAMPA commenced a 3-day boarding of a coastal freighter suspected to be smuggling drugs.  We had the unique opportunity to work with the Honduran Navy to accomplish a thorough inspection of the vessel to detect any signs of contraband.  Although there were no drugs onboard this time, our crew successfully uncovered a hidden compartment capable of shipping large amounts of narcotics.

Our crew worked day and night to complete the boarding, and everyone was ready to catch up on some sleep by the end of the third day.  However, we were called back to action to pursue yet another go-fast the following night!  Although the go-fast escaped up a river and all personnel fled, our boarding team assisted the Nicaraguan Navy, who recovered the boat as well as numerous cocaine bales.


Since the entire crew was very busy during Christmas and the following days, we celebrated the holiday on December 29th with a Secret Santa gift exchange.  Each crewmember had the chance to unwrap a mystery gift, keep it, or swap presents with someone else!  Popular items included a fold-up armchair, a gumball machine, a juggling set, and a gift certificate to Home Depot!

We most recently arrived in George Town, Grand Cayman for our final port call.  Grand Cayman’s popular “Seven-mile Beach,” Sting-Ray City, and Sea Turtle Farm were all well-liked by TAMPA’s crew.

Congratulations to ET1 Timothy Cole and his wife Sharon, on the birth of their boy, Brennan Timothy, born on December 11th!  We’d also like to congratulate LTJG Nathan Downend on his recent promotion!


We truly appreciate all your love and support throughout this long patrol.  We will see you soon!!
     

Sincerely,
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   Commanding Officer
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Grand Cayman’s “Stingray City”





Congratulations to LTJG Downend!





TAMPA’s Go-Fast Response Team





GM3 McCourtney shows his Christmas Spirit!





Serving the crew southwestern cuisine
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