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	COAST GUARD CUTTER TAMPA RETURNS HOME 
PORTSMOUTH – The crew of CGC TAMPA returns to their homeport of Portsmouth, VA following a successful 40-day patrol in the Mid-Atlantic.  While underway, TAMPA served as Command Task Unit in support of Operation Ocean Hunter – a Coast Guard District Five operation designed to ensure fishing vessels are in compliance with federally mandated catch restrictions and commercial fishing vessel safety regulations.  Assisting TAMPA in this endeavor were cutters IBIS, SHEARWATER, MAKO, BELUGA and BLOCK ISLAND, as well as helicopters and C-130 aircraft from air stations Elizabeth City and Atlantic City.  TAMPA’s presence helped prevent over-fishing and promote safety standards.  Additionally, TAMPA monitored wreck sites off the Virginia and North Carolina coasts, including the USS MONITOR National Marine Sanctuary.  The USS MONITOR was America’s first ironclad vessel and sank off the coast of North Carolina on New Year’s Eve, 1862.  Many of these sites are open to recreational divers.  Unfortunately, the looting of these precious historical treasures has become a problem of late.  TAMPA will arrive home September 17th, at 10:00 A.M to Base Portsmouth and a welcoming committee comprised of family and friends.

-The cutter TAMPA is a 270-foot medium endurance cutter from Portsmouth, VA.-
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The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.

	


