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The beginning of our fall patrol period kicked off a little differently this year; the Tampa crew assumed command of USCGC FORWARD (WMEC 911) for a 45 day patrol. This was accomplished after a successful crew-swap in support of the WMEC Mission Effectiveness Project (MEP). Handing a cutter [image: image5.jpg]


over from one crew to another in only one week makes for long work days and demands scrupulous attention to detail. Every Command Cadre member, Department Head, Division Officer and collateral duty position underwent a thorough relief process to transfer responsibility of all finances, property and processes from one crew to another. After a series of drills and walkthroughs in an effort to familiarize ourselves with our new vessel, FORWARD got underway on the 1st of October (after a day’s delay due to the torrential rain of strong low pressure system).
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We got off to a quick start by conducting a boarding of a Bahamian vessel off the coast of Fort Lauderdale. FORWARD then patrolled the windward pass off the coast of Eastern Cuba and the North Claw of Haiti. While operating in the windward pass between Haiti and Cuba we were all on alert in an effort to detect vessels leaving Haiti smuggling people or coming up from Jamaica and smuggling drugs.  The vessels leaving Haiti are often grossly overloaded and not safe for the people crowded onboard.  While the people who build these boats are very resourceful, with thoughts of only profit they take chances and have no concern for their passengers’ safety.  There have been many sad accounts of lives lost at sea because of over loaded and unstable vessels capsizing. 
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FORWARD arrived in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba on the 9th of October for the crew’s first port call. While plenty of work was accomplished, the crew did have some time to relax and take in the sights that included lots of iguanas and banana rats.  Aerobic activity can be a challenge for crewmembers while underway and the crew made full use of the outstanding gym facilities on base. While some enjoyed games of pickup basketball and football at the gym, others participated in a morale paintball event. The crew broke up into teams and spent the morning hunting each other on the robust GTMO paintball arena, complete with bunkers, tunnels, and barricades!  

The Guantanamo port call was unexpectedly extended by two days due to a machinery casualty. Members of the Support and Engineering departments did an excellent job ordering and installing the necessary equipment to get FORWARD operational again!  One of the largest challenges Coast Guard men and women face is maintaining machinery and equipment onboard aging cutters.  Anyone who has owned a boat knows that even on a new boat things break all the time and constant maintenance is required to survive the marine environment.  The nature of a cutter’s mission requires constant readiness, often conducting long and frequent patrols. Maintaining and repairing equipment fills a large portion of our work day. CGC FORWARD is scheduled for three deployments in a row without a normal maintenance period. Normally at least as much time inport is scheduled for maintenance as is underway time.  Both TAMPA and FORWARD crewmembers have done an excellent job of identifying casualties and effecting repairs.

Once operational again, we promptly demonstrated our flexibility while patrolling off the coast of Haiti. During a safety inspection on a sail freighter, FORWARD was required to set [image: image9.jpg]


flight quarters and land an HH-65 Dolphin helicopter who had almost exhausted its fuel supply, the helo had only 30 minutes of fuel left before it would have to make an emergency landing. The crew was able to successfully refuel the aircraft, while concurrently conducting the boarding.
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There has been a purposeful focus on small boat training this patrol. Small boat coxswains and their crews are the tip of the spear for many of our operations. Ensuring our crew is properly trained and our equipment operational is key to accomplishing the mission. Small boat operations were a daily routine while patrolling Haiti and the Isle de Tortue Canal, a five mile wide portion of water that separates the small Isle de Tortue from the north shore of the Haitian mainland.

Again showing our adaptability, FORWARD shifted from our ‘detect and monitor’ mission to becoming a migrant holding platform and caring for 11 Cuban migrants rescued from a small homemade boat.  We were directed to rendezvous with CGC CONFIDENCE, a 210’cutter from Cape Canaveral, FL and receive eleven rescued Cuban migrants the CONFIDENCE had picked up in the Old Bahamas Channel. After several days onboard the migrants’ disposition was decided and FORWARD was directed to rendezvous with CGC NANTUCKET, a 110’ patrol boat from Miami, FL, who embarked all of our migrants and repatriated them to Cuba a few days later.
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FORWARD is now moored in Key West for one week of dedicated maintenance to help make up for the missed time in multi-crewing the cutter. Various ship systems are being inspected and worked over to ensure they are mission ready. FORWARD is also using the time to repair inoperable equipment and casualties experienced during the first half of the patrol. 
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We plan to get underway once the maintenance period in Key West is complete. 
We had some shipmates permanently depart during the patrol. Fair winds and following seas to FS2 Michael W. Adams. Thank you for your service. We wish you the best of luck in the future!

Additionally we have some new TAMPA crew members to add to our ranks! Welcome aboard FS3 John M. Kubik and OS3 Wade.  L. Keeton. We are glad to have you onboard!  We also congratulated SN Aaron and Sadie Harvey on the birth of their daughter Skylar on 17 Oct 2010. She was born at 1045, is 8lbs 10oz, and 22 inches long.
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Many TAMPA 
Crewmembers received awards and/or 

Qualified in various positions throughout the ship.
Bravo Zulu’s to all! Thank you for the hard work you do everyday!

The most recent Sailor of the Quarter was chosen as well. Congratulations to DC3 Matthew Hall! DC3 Hall’s expert damage control knowledge has helped train dozens of Coast Guard men and women. DC3 has served in the Coast Guard for seven years and has been aboard Tampa for two. He is from South Carolina.
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Taken from the Starboard side of FORWARD while conducting a personnel transfer with a station boat and a 110’.





TAMPA and FORWARD crewmembers pose after the change of command ceremony.





CG23188 underway to conduct Small Boat Training.





MK2 Wiedenfeld takes an up close look at the inside of a paintball.





Awards and Qualifications Corner





Achievement Medal:


FS2 Michael W. Adams





Promotion:





LCDR Marc H. Smith - 1 OCT 2010





HSC Scott J. Keppel - 1 NOV 2010





OS2 Antonio S. Lockhart - 1 OCT 2010








Permanent Cutterman:


EM1 Steven E. Buarapha


BMC Paul F. Zminkowski


F&S2 Edgar I. Mercado


FS2 Michael W. Adams


MKC Paul M. Walukewicz





Temporary Cutterman:


FN Shawn M. Tkach


EM3 Ryan P. Steiger


FN Jonathan A. Coba


FN Robert W. Sigona


FN Matthew J. Sweitzer





Sea Service Ribbons:


ENS Nathan E. Wojcik


ENS Adam F. Dolbow


ENS Kirk D. Kalmbacher


FN Shawn M. Tkach


EM3 Ryan P. Steiger


FN Jonathan A. Coba


FN Robert W. Sigona


FN Matthew J. Sweitzer


FN Ian R. Mulder-Lampley


BM1 Jordan F. Wolff


ET3 Steven T. Arnette


BM3 Timothy J. Jeffries Jr.


SN Daniel M. Bast


SN Joshua R. West


SN Eric C. Faust


SN Maxwell D. Talbot


SN Lawrence F. Felton














