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By ENS Johanson
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CGC TAMPA’s first Joint Interagency Task Force South (JIATF-S) Patrol in nearly two years started off busy and has remained so ever since!  JIATF-S deployments place cutters at the tip of the spear with respect to the nation’s War on Drugs. They tend to be favored by sailors for their high-paced operations and unique portcalls.
           The first day underway caught several TAMPA sailors without their sea-legs.  TAMPA encountered rough seas rounding Cape Hattaras (off the easternmost coast of North Carolina) which made adjusting to life underway difficult for some members of the crew. Thankfully, TAMPA found much calmer seas in the warm waters of the Peach and Sunshine states.
TAMPA’s first stop was in Key West for fuel, food, ammunition and an in-brief with JIATF-S operations command staff.  It was a working portcall for all hands, though liberty was granted late in the afternoon.  The crew enjoyed a night out on the southernmost point of the United States, visiting local establishments on Key West’s famous Duval Street for dinner and sight-seeing. 
After the one-night stop in Key West, TAMPA made turns for the warm waters of the south Caribbean. The crew quickly settled into the normal underway routine consisting of watch, drills, training, operations, and sleep when possible.  Halloween, however, did not go unobserved. [image: image6.jpg]


Several crewmembers participated in TAMPA’s second annual Halloween costume contest. The winners of the Halloween costume contest were:

“The Past, Present, and Future BM1 Wood” (SN Werner, BM1 Wood, SN Burdett),
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“The Pirate-complete with eyeliner!” (IT3 Dunnigan), and “Michael Jackson” (ENS Cinque).  Runners-up included: ENS Harrison “80’s Hipster”, EM3 Steiger “Robot”, FN Schwarz “Why are you wearing that?” and ENS Johanson “an emo EMO (Electronics Materials Officer)”.  The night was spent trick-or-treating and carving pumpkins (see photo above!). Those on watch were on a bit of a sugar high from large baskets of chocolate and candy placed at various watch standing locations.
Having been such a big hit with the crew the past two patrols, TAMPA is hosting its third consecutive Fishing Tournament this patrol.  The previous two patrols MKC Kuvaja easily displayed his dominance over the younger, less experienced anglers.  This patrol, however, MKC Kuvaja has some serious competition.  Normally there are only a few members dragging lines when operations and training permit slowing the ship to the optimal trolling speed. This trip, nearly all of TAMPA’s morale fishing poles are in use every time the pipe “now, down, down all lines; up, up all fish” is heard over the 1MC.  In the lead at this point is SA Spurlock who landed a beautiful Mahi-Mahi.  Stay tuned for December’s Family Newsletter to see if MKC Kuvaja can successfully defend his title or if he will be out classed and out fished by the younger generation sailors.

TAMPA spent its first official port call in a beautiful and somewhat sleepy little town.  Bocas Del Toro is Panama’s version of Venice.  Several islands contain different shops, restaurants and homes.  Arrival at the town’s most popular locations requires travel by boat or water taxi.  Many crew members enjoyed a relaxing day at Red Frog Beach, renowned for its great surf. People travel from all over the world to live in Bocas and catch the waves every year.  Despite the surf not being at its best, BM1 Wood and others still had an opportunity to catch some waves.  The crew also enjoyed zip lining through the nearby rain forests that surround Red Frog Beach. The zip line facility was complete with several ropes courses and a sky bridge. Others, including ENS Bartay, ENS Winter and ENS Johanson, went SCUBA diving on the immaculate reefs surrounding the archipelago.  Bocas Del Toro was a great port call and the perfect place to relax and recharge the crew’s batteries prior to heading back out to sea. 
TAMPA has already achieved success in its effort to keep illegal narcotics off our streets and out of our communities. The crew’s commitment to excellence has been on display during numerous operations that test the endurance of all on board.  The crew is looking forward to conducting exciting operations and visiting the remaining portcalls prior to our return to homeport. 
Happy Thanksgiving to all!  I know the crew wishes they could be home to celebrate with their family and friends.  Instead, they will be sailing the high seas thinking of you all.
Until next time,

ENS Heather Johanson

PAO

Message from the Bridge

My very best regards to all TAMPA family members and friends!  While it is my pleasure to have met some of you already, there are others I haven't yet had an opportunity to meet.  If you're going to be in the Portsmouth area in December, I hope you will attend our Holiday party.  The Morale Committee and our Ombudsman, Mrs. Erin Wiedenfeld, have been begun planning a casual afternoon event on December 17th at the Shifting Sands Officers Club in Virginia Beach.  More details will be sent soon; please save the date on your calendars!

Without exception, every TAMPA crewmember has been putting 150 percent effort into the mission.  Together they have done some phenomenal things to keep our nation safe and more drug free (that for security reasons I can't share yet).  You will be very proud to hear about it when we get home.  We can't thank you enough for supporting us with your thoughts and prayers while we work hard to keep America safe.  

Regardless of where I am, at sea or ashore, as Thanksgiving approaches my thoughts turn to home.  Home is where the turkeys are roasting and the pies are baking, where happy children are thinking about time off from school, and football fans are contemplating hours spent on a favorite couch or recliner enjoying the game.  Taking time to be grateful and say thank you is important.  In a busy day, it's thoughts of my husband, my nieces and nephews, my parents and close friends with whom I've shared great times that put a smile on my face and make the days' challenges a little more light.  I am truly grateful for my family and friends, for the privilege of serving with the most dedicated and hard working crew in the fleet, and for the support of the larger TAMPA family that enables us to carry out our important work at sea.  

May you all have a Happy Thanksgiving!

Semper paratus, 

CDR Susan Polizzotto

From the Ombudsman
The Holiday Season is here! A time when we get together with friends and families to celebrate traditions and delicious food. We become thankful for the company and cheer that surrounds us. With Christmas around the corner, there is so much to do!

Below is a list of events that could make your seasons bright. Mark your calendars for the Tampa Holiday Party December 17.  I wish you all a safe and happy Holiday!

 Celebration of Lights -   Newport News; tickets are $10 a car Dec 1-30 

Winter Wonderland –Portsmouth; tickets are$3 a person Dec 1-30 . Located at the courthouse galleries.

Chesapeake Christmas Parade - Free admission. Dec 4  5pm.  located in front of City Hall.   

Grand Illumination at Williamsburg Va- Free admission Dec 4. music performances start at 5pm and end with fireworks at 7pm. located in The Market Square. Parking is Free on the visitors side. Arrive early to get a great view. 

Hampton Holiday Parade- Free. 7pm Dec 10.  Located downtown Hampton 

Erin Wiedenfeld, Tampa Ombudsman
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ENS Cinque’s perpetual seasickness immortalized in a pumpkin carving. 








SN Burdett showed real dedication for his costume, partially shaving his head to simulate the “future”.





SK1 Arroyo and SA Spurlock pose with pride.





BM1 Wood catching some waves.





OS2 Lockhart and IT2 Hull at the beach.








