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Greetings from down south and warmer weather!  We have less than one week remaining in our patrol, but as always, continue to keep busy.
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We have been working closely with the Coast Guard “Sector” San Juan to patrol the areas surrounding Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico in search of drug trafficking or illegal immigration activity.  We hit some rough weather at the beginning of our patrol as Tropical Storm Noel passed through our area, but were able to hold on!  

TAMPA not only felt effects of Noel, but the people of the Dominican Republic experienced severe flooding throughout their towns and hundreds were trapped by the rising waters.  We diverted to the Dominican Republic coast to provide command and communication support for Coast Guard rescue operations.  Coast Guard helicopters rescued numerous citizens from the flooded areas and provided needed water and provisions.  

We made a brief stop in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico towards the beginning of the patrol to refuel and resupply.  We improved our seamanship skills by practicing ship and line handling at the pier.  
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We were fortunate to enjoy the portcall of San Juan, Puerto Rico for three days mid-way through the patrol.  For many crewmembers who have been onboard TAMPA for a while, San Juan is an old favorite with beaches to enjoy, historic forts to explore, and beautiful rainforests to hike.  For many others, San Juan was a new experience and everyone benefited from some much-needed relaxation!
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Although we were unable to trick-or-treat with you back home, our morale committee ensured we were supplied with bags of candy to celebrate Halloween.  Of course, our Halloween festivities would not be complete without a costume contest.  Although it was a close race between all participants, MK2 Hoggard won it all in a very stylish cow costume.  

In addition to Halloween, we continue to enjoy Saturday morale nights.  Each department has had the chance to cook dinner for the crew, which is usually very well received.  In addition, we’ve held card tournaments on the messdeck throughout the patrol.  EM2 Roberto Rodriguez and HS1 Athan Anderson were crowned as champions in the Spades tournament, and ETC Jeff Martin took home the biggest prize in poker!
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Towards the end of our patrol, we intercepted a vessel with nine illegal migrants onboard off the coast of Puerto Rico.  We were able to utilize our two small boats to safely transfer all the migrants from their small vessel to the Coast Guard patrol boat, CUSHING.

We have recently welcomed several new shipmates aboard TAMPA: IT3 Craig Burback, SA Carlos Vila, SN Adam Kelley, SN Mohammed Ansari, SN Aaron Baker, SNBM Robert Richard, and FA Jared Guy.  All new members are working hard towards their qualifications. 


Congratulations to our Sailor of the Quarter, SK2 Vincent Memo, for his exceptional performance and hard work!  We’ve also celebrated several promotions during this patrol.  Congratulations to the XO, CDR Fosse, as well as FN McKevitt on their great achievements.  At the end of the patrol, we will be pinning LTJG bars on ENS Erin Bustin, ENS Frank Reed, and ENS Robin Passero.  Congratulations to all!

We are looking forward to seeing many of you in Little Creek on the 17th of November for the Family Cruise!  I want to personally thank all of you for your support throughout our time away from home.  We look forward to seeing you soon!








    Sincerely,

                                                                            CDR Kevin Lopez

                                                                            Commanding Officer
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The winning costume!





Operations Department prepares dinner





SK2 Meno, Sailor of the Quarter!
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