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Greetings to all our families and friends at home!  We’re halfway through a very eventful patrol, and look forward to seeing you at the end of a safe and successful voyage.
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Since we left Portsmouth, we have been working closely with the Bahamian government to enforce U.S. drug and immigration laws.  We recently embarked a helicopter crew from Air Station Borinquen, Puerto Rico to aid us in our search for vessels engaged in illegal activity or vessels in distress.  We were diverted for a search and rescue case at the start of the patrol, looking for a person that had fallen overboard from a large cargo vessel.  Additionally, we’ve received several illegal migrants from other Coast Guard cutters in the area, serving as a holding platform until they can be returned to their own country.

Although we’ve said goodbye to several departing crewmembers throughout the first half of our patrol, we’ve also welcomed several new shipmates aboard TAMPA: ENS Raphael Batlle, OS1 Michael Gillespie, OS2 Kester Glasgow, EM3 Eric Dent, FS3 Michael Adams, FS3 Thomas Lee, SNOS Stephen Woodbury, FA Derek Pak, FA Samuel Madera, and SA Christopher Rodriguez.  With new personnel onboard and numerous departing shipmates, we’ve spent a lot of time training and re-certifying crewmembers for flight operations and smallboat evolutions so that we will have plenty of qualified personnel ready to respond at a moment’s notice.
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Our first port call took us to Key West, FL, and the TAMPA crew thoroughly enjoyed some time at the southern-most point of the continental U.S.  Whether snorkeling, catching some sun at the beach, shopping, or indulging in some real Key Lime Pie, Key West is never uneventful!  We were also victorious in a softball game against the crew of Cutter Mohawk moored at Key West.  Congratulations to EM1 Rodriguez who hit the only homer in the game.  The final score was 23 – 1.  
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We continue to look forward to our Saturday Morale nights, and are often surprised by the cooking talents of numerous crewmembers onboard!  For our first Saturday underway, the Engineering Department cooked an always-popular “breakfast items” dinner for the crew.  Support Department later cooked up some delicious personal-sized pizzas and wings, the Chiefs set our mouths on fire with some very hot chili the next weekend, and the Officers most recently served up “brick-oven” style pizzas with every topping imaginable.  The evening would not be complete [image: image6.jpg]


however, without my favorite, the Saturday Night ice cream sundaes!

We celebrated a very hot Memorial Day onboard with a great cookout on the flight deck, followed by a much-needed swim call.  We paused for a moment of silence to reflect on the true significance of this national holiday, and were overflown by a Coast Guard Falcon.

Our second port call brought us to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the Pearl of the Antilles.  Our morale committee put together a great ship’s pool party and our cooks grilled up some great barbeque food.  Everyone enjoyed cooling off with some water volleyball, basketball, swimming, or just enjoying the shade. 


We’d like to congratulate ETC Jeff Martin for his commissioning as Chief Warrant Officer on June 1st.  We felt fortunate to be a part of this very significant milestone in his career, as we placed on new shoulderboards and delivered a well-earned salute!



In addition, three of our crewmembers have celebrated the birth of new babies.  Congratulations to EM3 Briden and his wife Julie on the May 18th arrival of Hannah Renee, weighing 6 lbs, 9 oz.  LT Pete Fant and his wife Jess welcomed their new daughter Lilly Ann on June 4th.  She weighed in at 6 lbs, 13 oz.  On the same day, ENS Nate Downend and his wife Beth celebrated the arrival of their new boy William Nathan, weighing 7 lbs, 7 oz. Congratulations to all! 


I want to personally thank all of you for your encouragement and support during our patrol.  We look forward to seeing you soon!








    Sincerely,

                                                                            CDR Kevin Lopez
                                                                            Commanding Officer
   USCGC TAMPA (WMEC 902) 
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     Swim Call on Memorial Day!
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